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Dynamic Pragmatic Philosopher 
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SHANTARAM V PIKALE 


Published on the occasion of 
From 8th to 17th Feb., 2003 


BIRTH AMRUT MAHOTSAV CELEBRATION 


By profession he is a Supreme 
Court Advocate and Taxation is 


his forte. He is an author who has 
written books on Taxation and NRI 
Investment. He is an educationist 
founding a few schools. He is a 
philanthropist who never sends 
back empty-handed anyone who 
seeks his help. But above all is his 
love for Saraswat culture. He is one 
who deserves all our praise and 
appreciation for his efforts in bringing 
together all the denominations of 
Saraswats through All India 
Saraswat Cultural Organisation 
which he is heading as President 
since the beginning..." i 


K. K. Pai. 

President, 

Dr. T.M.A.Pai Foundation, 
Manipal-576119 (Udupi Dist. Karnataka) 
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प्राणायामप्रत्याहारथ्यानध्ारणासमाध्यष्टांग-योगनुष्ठानगरिष्ठनिष्ठानादि- 
गुरूयरम्यराप्राप्त-निगमागमसार-श्रु तिमार्गप्रकशक सर्व तन्त्रस्बतन्त्र 
-तचस्स्वाथ्यायाद्यर्थबिनिर्मित-शूर्णारकमद्वाक्षेत्र-गीमन्ताचल 
गी मतीलीरसन्निडितक्ु शस्थळी नगर-महामठादिप्रतिष्ठायना चार्य 
सकळसुरसुकुटमणिनीराजित-दिन्य श्रीभवानीशङकरपादारबिन्दाराधक 
-श्रीमत्पूर्णानन्दसंरस्बत्यनुगृहित 

श्रीमत्सचिदानन्दसरस्बतीश्रीपादैः. 


अस्मदत्यन्तप्रेमास्पदीभूत श्रीमदुमारमणचरणारविन्द भक्तिपारायण शिष्यवर्य-श्रियाविराजित-राजमान्य rond 
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SHRI CHITRAPUR MATH 


(Public Trust Reg. No. Al347 Karwar) 


STD.Code  :0838 

Phone (Shirali): 558368/558181 

Fax : 558325 

E-mail : shrichitrapurmath 2) vasnet.co.in 
{All Communications to be addressed 

to the “Manager” only) 


No. SCM/ 


ShriGirish S.Pikale 

S.V. Pikale &Co. 

603, Arun Chambers, 6th floor 
Tardeo 

MUMBAI - 400 034. 


Dear Shri Pikale, 


SHIRAL! KANARA 
Uttara Kannada Dist. 
Karnataka State 

(Pin Code No. 581 354) 


Date: 2-1 -2003 


His Holiness has duly recéived your letter dated 19th Dec. in 
connection with your father's Amrut Mahotsav being celebrated from 
8th to 17th February at various Kshetras to mark the special occasion 
and has directed me to convey His Gracious Blessings to your father. 


His Holiness has also received your Padakanika of Rs .505/- 
and as directed, we are sending Holy Manthrakshatas for you and all 


the members of your family which please accept. 


Yours in the service 
of the Math and the Guru 


oe ee 


Encl: Manthrakshatas (Naimpally Mural idhar) 
blessed by H.H. for Secretary to His Holiness 
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SHRI SHANTARAM VENKATRAO PIKALE 


In the name of Universal Values for which Hindu Dharma Stands, 

We, the members of the All India Saraswat Cultural Organisa- 
-tion, All India Saraswat Foundation, Members of the Community, 
friends, and well wishers, 


Welcome you as an illustrious citizen of India and as a 
founder member of several Saraswat Institutions, 


Hail you as a distinguished son of our motherland and 
Saraswat community which has always served as the citadel of the 
immemorial pieties of this ancient land, 

Acclaim you as an intrepid organiser of the community and 

'.as a man of infectious dynamism and inspiring leadership, 

Recall with pride your invaluable role as the path-finder for 
the community, 

Esteem you as the leading tax advocate of the country, as a 
philanthropist and as a crusader for noble causes, 


Admire you for your unremitting labour for over three decades 
as the moving spirit and as a mainstay of its social,educational and 
religious institutions, 


As a token of their abiding affection and esteem for you, 
All India Saraswat Cultural Organisation, All India Saraswat Foundation, 
friends and admirers prayerfully offer you 
this CITATION and TAMRAPATRA at the Sacred hand of 
His Holiness Shrimad Sudhindra leerth Swamiji 
of Shree Kashi Math Samsthan. 


All India Saraswat Bye Att India Saraswat 
Cultural Organisation Foundation 


S. V. Pikale Sanman Samithi 


Bombay, 
Republic Day, Tuesday, 26th January, 1988. 
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FELICITATION ADDRESS PRESENTED TO 
Sri SHANTARAM VENKATRAO ; KALE 


On the occasion of 'SUVARNABHDI MAHOTSAVA' of 
H. H. Shrimad Vidyadhiraja Theertha Vadera Swamiji of 
Sri Parthagali Gokarna Jeevothama Math Samsthanam. 


Respected Sir, 


Born 65 years ago, you became a 
degree in Arts and Law. Success in Bar 
featber in your cap. Over tbe 
in the country and have establ 
Goa and Mi 
High Courts of India 
as carried you to fou 


UK, France, Germany, Italy, 
taxation, economic problems, 
Your visits to China, USSR and 
legal systems prevailing in those 


@ flare for education, sports, 
and professional ip to several educational 
institutions and societies spread over the country, Several of the professional bodies and 
industries in the country are fortunate to bave your able leadership, 


As an author also you bave made a mark. Two of your publications, viz., ‘Income-tax 
Laws in India’ and ‘Non-Residents : Taxation & Investment in India’ have received wide acclaim, 


You bave proved to be a Pillar of strength to Gowda Saraswat and Sa 
Supporting several ventures by your munificence, Basically being 
taken an active role in all religious activities and improvement 


May tbe grate of tbe Lord Venkataramana and Sri 
as the blessi H. 
ngs of dbiraja 


We present this Felicitation Address to you 
greetings and good wishes. 


Kallianpur Members ied Ch 
aturmasya Committee & 
20-08-1994 Trustees of Sri Kshetra Kallianpur, Sri Veukaithmnana Temple. 


on this auspicious occasion with sincere 


SS 


८<<<44> ८८८22८८८८८८८2८८>22>> Shia ८८८८६८८८८८ 


ण EPL TO 
SS SES 7 


SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS SS SSS SSS SST Oen 


SHRIMAD SATCHIOANAND 
SARASWAT) SWAMI.) 


SHREE BANESHWAR 


à 
Jas 
FELICITATION ADDRESS PRESENTED TO 
(2 SHRI SHANTARAM VENKATRAO PIKALE " 
t || ON THE OCCASION OF ANNUAL DAY FUNCTION OF 77 
SOCIETY OF SHREE KATYAYAN! HELD IN BOMBAY 
Ow SUNDAY, 


SHREE KATYAYAN SHRIMAD SHIVANAND 


SARASWAT! SWAM!J 


क. 77० JANLARY, 19906 


Baneshw lemy ^ 


Shree Katyayani ple at Aversa North Kanara Karr 


lagrut Sthan 
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In 1959 it is you 


and Income-Tax authorities. The 


ects were to raise 


came with à nove cea a 11 me > eit 3hree Kat ava 7 
of Kulavees and Devotees in Bombay. registered with Charit m er Gr B * 


a permanent consolidated “Shashwat Seva Fund". Since the thé le 
guidance “Society of Shree Kat ur ok the vat he temple pre: 
offering of "Silver Lalaki Pilgrim Quarters” a Marriage Hall” and latest landmark is the 
impressive “Shree Saunsthan Katyayani Baneshwar Mandir, Mahadwar" resultir g in mak 
place a ideal Pilgrimage Centre 

As the Trustee-Secreta Shree Goudapadacharya Sa than (Kavale Math! since 1971 fa 

1981 you were instrumental in bringing about a healthy interaction between the Matha aties C 
and the Samaj Bhandhawas. It our sincere eff t ade sit srrange 1६ at f X vr 
all the Branches of the Math pr erties on the whole and Sadashiv« M | Ank e +s 
T < 

Temple. Gokarn Math. and Ist f r of Walkest r Mat j : n M WI NS 


Branch at Gre 
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] Your p tal rolé Pré f 5h Sa han G ja M S » 
~ 
Sweekar Samit} M 9 Je remembere n Maths H é v | 
e 
Inspite of r he - a actice k aft € and ta - $ € = 
Maths since 371, se 11! em Tax C € sa exe t 
You are a consummate raaniser of the Communit a hilanthropist ar 
* of Noble causes cultural and educational fields > V 
X ण : 
Y, 4 i+ leo " f i | Ys 
You are a devout person and take leading role in most relegious a iesa pkeey : ~ 


worship. Your inveterate faith in Kulaswamini and Kula-Guru is exemplar 


DAN ४५ 
w " E K 2 
With affectionate blessings we pray to Aradhya Daivat Shree Bhawani Shanker for Eg 
“~ 
continued good health. happiness and prosperity to you and your famil rd 
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SHRIMAD SATCHIDANAND SARASWATI SWAMIJI 
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MESSAGE 


ॐ सहनाववतु सहनौभुनक्तु सहवीर्यं करवावह 
तेजस्विनावधीतमस्तु मा विद्विषावहै || 
ॐ शान्तिः शान्तिः शान्तिः 


Every human being, small or great, has his own story to tell. Some successes and some failures, 
some moments of joy and many moments of sadness and some hours of brightness and some darkness. 
Even if we choose a direction to go, the invisible hand of fate many a time takes us elsewhere sometimes 
bringing us greatness and glory and sometimes failures and frustration. When we are happy how do we 
react? We say it is on account of our efforts and talents. And when we suffer we place the blame on our 
stars or somebody else. But | have experienced that the life is always worth living in spite the fact that 
it is not always the bed of roses. Every time | have fallen, | have stood up and every failure, | have taken 
as a challenge though they say failure is a stepping stone for success. 


| also believe that a man cannot live in isolation nor work in a vacuum. In the childhood days | had 
good parents who gave me guidance and affection. They suffered so that we, the children might live 
comfortably. After my marriage, my wife gave me the support, encouragement and inspiration whenever | 
needed the most. Now my children have proved to be my good friends and companions. Then | have a host 
of friends, colleagues in profession, companions and well wishers who are always willing to render service 
at any time. After all, other than these what more do we need in life? 


Then | have received abundant celestial grace from my deities of daily worship whenever | have prayed 
for and similarly | have the blessings from spiritual masters when sought. If my life is deemed a success, 
it is only the sum total of all these factors. In my success 99% of the credit should go to all of them and 
mine is only a tiny fraction of 1% if | am permitted to compute so. 


| was a village boy hailing from poor but respectable family. There was no school at that time in 
my village. After High School education, which | had in a nearby town | had to migrate to Bombay as there 
was no college. (But today this is not the situation in that place. Everything is available at hand.) But when 
there was a lofty goal before me | had to work hard to reach and though there were obstacles everywhere, 
| got them over firmly believing in the Grace of the Providence, the benedictions of saints and seers and 
the blessings of my parents and then relying on my own self that is self confidence. As a mission in my 
life, | believe in serving fellow human beings in distress, especially who are less fortunate than |. Then | 
also believe that the spread of modern education is a must for earning a living but simultaneously, we must 
firmly believe in God as He is greater than all of us and is also the giver of everything to us. It should 
be our sincere endeavour to win His Grace through the path of devotion and also by attending to our duties 
sincerely which is called the path of action or Karma Yoga. 


It is my experience that for success, in the case of individuals one has to work for it. The only key 
is honesty and hard work and there is no short-cut. | have also learnt that in the case of social and religious 
organisations besides honesty, integrity and hard work, team-work and the spirit of oneness is also most 
essential for success. 


On the occasion of my 75" Birthday Celebrations, my heartfelt thanks to all and my best wishes 
to my young friends for everything good in their life. 


WORLD KONKANI LIBRARY S.V. Pikale 


Advocate Supreme Court 
MN | | | Mumbai, 
26" Jan. 2003 


Acen No: 000165 


१. देवी.कात्यायनी 


हे अंब जगदंब 
ag कात्यायनी 
शक्ति जगदारंभ 
सायबिणी त्राहि मे 11911 


कमलदल नेत्रे 

दिव्य प्रकाशे 

भुजद्वयी खेळती 

विस्तृत केशराशी 11211 


त्रिपुरांतकारी 

देवी पतितोद्धारे 

श्वेत पद्मासने 

हे धवल कीर्ति 11311 


चंद्रमे चंडिके 

चिदानंद रुपे 

वसुधे वसिष्ठे 
सलिलांतरालो gll 


नमामि त्वां देवी 

माते ळृपाळे 

शरण तव पदतले 
रक्ष मे, रक्ष मे [161] 


२. जीवेत्‌ शत शरद 


शुभं भवतु हे श्रात्र 

सारस्वत सन्मित्र 

पिकळे कुल दीपंकर 

शिरगुंजी पुत्र 

असतो त्वां सत्‌ गमय, जीवेत्‌ शत शरद शांताराम 10311 


गुणशील सतू चारित 

उच्च न्यायवादी तू 

सत्यंवद धर्मचर 

गायिलेस मंत्र तू 
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कैवल्य गोकर्ण 
चित्रापुर काशी 
एकछत्र ओकसंग 
आणिलेस तूच प्रथम 
गृत्योद्त्वां अयुतं गमय, जीवेत्‌ शत शरद शांताराम ।।४।। 
संगच्छध्वं संवदध्वं 
हेच तुझे ध्येय ओक 
मुनिजन आशीर्वाद घेत 
चल कापित अमृत पथ 
देवी, शारदांबे त्वां रक्ष, जीवेत्‌ शत शरद शांताराम 1151] 


- मोहन पंडित 
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PREFACE ° Nuan o” 


It has been a rewarding experience for us to be associated with Shri 
S. V. Pikale, a visionary and dynamic, pragmatic philosopher who has 


become a legend in his lifetime. 


When we came to know that the choicest friends and admirers of Shri 
Pikale were to celebrate his Saptati Samarambh (his entering 70th year), 
we were inspired to write his biography. We tried to sketch his life with words 
and made pictures speak. We went on a holiday spree to his native place, 
all locations where he grew up, met most of his relatives and friends and 
interviewed them. The time was too short and what we wrote ultimately is 


an apology for a biography. 


G. V. KULKARNI 
DEEPAK RAO MOODBIDRI 


A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 


The first edition of this volume was published as a Biography in 1997 on the occasion of Shri S. V. 
Pikale's 70" Birthday Celebrations. Now during his 75" Birthday Celebrations this comes as a 


Commemoration Volume retaining the contents of the first volume. 


Shri Pikale is a celebrity of our times. Here he is vividly portrayed as a head of the family and also 
the chief of quite a few social, religious and educational organisations besides being a man of magnanimity 
and benevolence. As a professional, Tax Advocate to be specific, his connections and contacts are nation 
wide being a Supreme Court Advocate. Similarly his mission in life also is not one but many. This volume 
tries to capture only a few of the glimpses of his many-sided and colourful personality by way of words 
and pictures. Still it is felt that the book is only a ‘small collection’ but not a complete picture of that tall 
personality. 

I have been working in close association with Shri Pikale since 1997 as an active member of AISCO 
and therefore | have felt honoured when Pikale Family Foundation asked me to up date this book. Even 
though the period to be covered was the last five years, | found the task difficult as his life is full of untiring 
activities that deserve to be recorded in the history of Saraswats to be read and re-read at all times. | 
have tried my best to prove myself equal to the task. 

Finally | have to place on record my sincere appreciation to Shri Tulsidas Sukhtankar of Suman Art 
Printers, Mumbai for printing out this volume in a very attractive form. And Shri G. V.Kulkarni and Shri Deepak 
Rao Moodabidri who had taken great pains in compiling the First Edition of this book. As in the past, | 
hope his friends and well wishers will welcome this enlarged and updated book. 


Mumbai, 400101 
26" Jan., 2003 


K. G. Mallya 
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INTRODUCTION 
The Village called Shirgunji 


This is Shirgunji, a hamlet on the banks of the River Aghanashini in the North Kanara District now known 
as Uttara Kannada in the Coastal Karnataka. Everyday in the twilight, when the river turns into gold, it looks like 
a gold chain and the village, an emerald, the precious stone of green colour set in that gold chain. 


In Sanskrit, Aghansashini means the destroyer of sin and since ages the river is faithfully washing the sins 
of the residents on its banks besides bringing water for domestic use and also for agriculture and gardening. The 
village not spoilt in the name of modern day science and technology does not have a post-office, even to-day. The 
nearest place where one could have this facility is Uppinpattan, which is around 5 kms but that, does not dishearten 
the villagers over here. With Aghanashini by their side they do not care for anything. The hero of our story Shantaram 
Pikale was born in this very same village on 20th June 1928. To-day, on account of his generosity, the village could 
boast of a school and also a newly constructed temple, Shirgunjeshwar. We shall now call on his people and learn 


more about him. 
— Editor 


would pause for a breather, 


—1: FAMILY 


-- 


THOSE were the days when you could make a 
out of dung. It was before the Second World War, 
the sole means of transport across the Aghanashini 
North Kanara district of the then 
by bullock-cart. The carts, hailing 


when 
fiver, flowing through 
Province, was 
Coondapur, Bhatkal, Honnavar and Kumta, ,and on 
E: way to Sirsi, would be loaded with salt. On the way 
they would bear sacks full of tea and bundles of 
‘cotton. At the river-crossing at Uppinapattana, the bullocks 
and leave behind them 
mounds of dung that would fetch Venkatrao Pikale, the 
contractor overseeing the river crossing, Rs. 5,000 per 
annum - a pretty fortune indeed ! -at public auctions. 


Those were also the days when just the chain 
around Venkatrao's wife Kamala's neck could buy at least 
hundres acres of fertile land. The chain was, of course, 
no ordinary one. All along the gold chain were strung 
glittering coins known as 'pawans'. Venkatrao had some 


PIKALES OF HONDADAKKAL 


HOW THE CHILD OF A REMOTE VILLAGE 
FULFILLED HIS MOTHER'S DREAM 


land back at Hondadakkal (Hondakkal); but he, an intrepid 
fortune hunter at heart, preferred to leave that to his kith 
and kin settled over there and dig for new green gold at 
, the promised land he had discovered on his 
own. That his gamble did not pay off is another story. 


Our quest for the Pikale's roots led us back by five 
generations-right up to Venkatrao's great grandfather 
Timmappa Pikale. From Anekere at Ankola, he migrated 
to Hondadakkal at the behest of the Desais, who were 
revenue collectors since the halcyon days of the 
Vijayanagar empire. The Desais were brahmins (of Vatsa 
gotra); but, since tradition forbade them from performing 
their own 'devkarya' (religious ceremonies), they lured 
the Pikales (of Kaundinya gotra) over with the tempting 
offer of official priesthood, plus gifts of land. 


In the absence of foolproof evidence, it is difficult 
to ascertain with total conviction the genesis of the name 
‘Pikale’. One assumption is that, since 'peeku' means 
'crop', the family of crop collectors must have acquired 


TIMMAPPA PIKALE 
(migrated from Ankola To Hondadakkal) 
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Kamalabai Pikale 


A THREAD'S - BREADTH ESCAPE 


HANTARAM was the fourth in a brood of six. 

But that did not deter him from acting the boss 
of the gang. A keen swimmer, he would rag his 
siblings too to take to swimming. Little sister Kusum 
recalls with a shudder how he once caught her by 
the pigtail and plunged her into the waters of the 
Aghanashini, almost drowning her. Such was his 
zeal and determination in accomplishing whatever 
he set out to do. 


One day, while returning from a swim, 
Shantaram ordered some boys, members of a low 
caste working on the Pikales' farms, to pluck for 
them some tender coconuts. The boys refused to 
oblige him. Furious, Shantaram — "He would be 
transformed into Parasuram when angry", 
remembers Kusum — trashed the boys single- 
handed, refusing to let go till they clambered up the 
palm and fulfilled his command. 


On reaching home, his much harassed 
brothers and sisters conspired to teach him a lesson. 
They whispered into their mother's ears, making il 
a point to stress the fact that her Brahmin son had 
sullied himself by touching the Shudra boys. Upset 
at this, Kamalabai ordered Shantaram not to enter 
the house. Her boy, however, took the edge out of 
her fury with a disarmingly simple claim: “Amma, | 
had taken off my clothes when 1 beat them and | 
cleansed myself in the river before coming home." 


Kamalabai was about to relent when a doubt 
cropped up in her mind. "Stop there", she said 
pointing a stiff finger at the son who was about to 
step in. "Were you not wearing the janvi' (sacred 
thread) when it happened? Have you not sullied it?" 


"No", said the cheeky boy, personification of 
injured innocence, "I made it a point to remove it 
before | beat up those boys". That evoked such a 
npple of laughter that all was forgiven and forgotten. 
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must have been given the proud nickname. Whatever 


the sobriquet over a period of time. Another is that, just 
as the smooth-tongued ones came to be known as Wagl 
(‘wak’ meaning ‘talk’), the brahmin family renowned for 
its musical prowess (‘pika’ meaning the melodiou 
cuckoo) in their expert rendition of shlokas and mantr 


the true reason, there is enough evidence to the effe 
that the Pikales were well-versed in the Vedas and 
Shastras, apart from being good tillers of the soil. 


impressed with the Pikales, the Hondakkal Desais 
deemed it fit to confer on them yet another gift — Kamala, 
a bride for Venkatrao. Renamed 'Uma' after marriage, 
she bore three children (Krishna, Vithal, Vimal), when - 


. Venkatrao developed the itch to explore new pastures. - 


He sweet-talked his wife into selling off her gold so that - 
he could buy land in Shirgunji village. It was soon after he - 
shifted to his new base and drove in his stakes — time 
was to prove the stakes were far too high and much too 
ambitious — that Kamala gave birth to Shantaram, the 
protagonist of our story. It was on Wednesday (Ashad 
Shudh Triteeya), June 20, 1928. Kamala bore two more 
children, Maharudra and Kusum; but Shantaram proved 
to be the apple of her eye. 


Wisdom from the mouth of a baby 


No wonder, since Shantaram — "He was named so 
because he was so cool, calm and collected right from 
the moment he was this high" recalls elder sisiter Vimal - 
was there whenever his mother needed him. Once, 
distraught over the loss of all her gold sunk into lands 
which never seemed to make any profits, Kamalabai 
started weeping bitterly. Sighting her tears, Shantaram 
rushed to her and, drying her eyes. said consolingly, 


“Amma, what is the use of crying over spilt milk? Just you - 


wait till | grow up. | shall parade you around the village on 
a gold palkhi"! 


Not that Shantaram was all sugar and spice and 
all that's nice. His penchant for pranks was quite 
incorrigible; but he would never go to the extreme, to the 
point of hurting anyone's feelings. A keen swimmer, he 
would scare the hell out of his brothers and sisters by 
riding roughshod over them — even flinging them into the 
waters if they tended to be cry-babies. But, despite the 
eternal fear gnawing at his mother's heart whenever he 
took the entire gang for a dip in the Aghanashini, he always 
brought them home safe and sound. Once, miffed over 
the rumour that his mother was waiting with a stick to 
give him a good thrashing, he perched atop a tree almost 
the whole day. It was only after Kamalabai personally 
came and reassured him she had no such plan up her 
sleeve that the boy, who could be infuriatingly cussed if 
the occasion demanded it, came down his lofty perch. 


In the ultimate analysis, one can safely declare that 
Kamala's love for her naughty son (and vice versa) knew 


E KIT OF 
'SHIRGUNJI ANIMA’ 


IKALE'S MOTHER Kamalabai was not literate. 

The best she could do was to scribble her 
signature. But the shortcoming proved no handicap 
for the gutsy lady gifted with tons of worldly wisdom. 
The native genius ruled the roost as the unofficial 
and unannointed doctor of Shirgunji village. 


Kamalabai had a medicine box which was a 
veritable treasuretrove. It overflowed with roots and 
herbs that provided panacea for a wide variety of 
ailments. Jaundice, influenza, aches and pains - 
name the health problem and 'Dr' Kamalabai had a 
surefire cure for all of them up her long-sleeved 
blouse. People from even the surrounding villages 
used to flock to her for consultation and ‘Shirgunji 
Amma' (as she was respectfully addressed) would 
be too pleased to cater to them magical medications 
absolutely free. 


The crowning glory of her wonder cures was 
a fertility potion. She would pluck 15 leaves of 
'Naraveli' vine, crush them to extract the juice, mix 
it with coconut oil and administer the concoction to 
the aspiring mother on an empty stomuch on the 
4th, 15th and 21st day of her menstruation. And lo. 
presto! Women who could not bear children for 
years would come back to her with beaming faces 
and the good news 


The fertility secret is not lost. Likhita, wife of 
Ashok Pikale (Shantaram Pikale's elder brother 
Krishna's son), proudly showed us (see the photo) 
the vine and its magic leaves during our visit to the 
ancestral at Shirgunji. Aghanashini river 
overflowed its banks, flooded the house and washed 


no bounds. Call it a calculated hunch or a divine intuition, 
she seems to have picked up Shantaram for an 
extraordinary role — one for which he was better suited 
than all his other siblings. Her boy had to pay a heavy 
price for being the ‘chosen one’. To this day, Pikale's 
biggest regret is that, though he was the closest to his 
mother's heart, he was deprived of her affection most of 
his life. While the other chicks snuggled under the mother 
hen's feathers, the fourth of the brood was left to fend for 
himself in the big, wide world. 


But not without any succour or support. No doubt, 
Kamalabai was illiterate; but the manner in which she 
conceived and executed her plans to mould Shantaram's 
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away so many things that the Pikale family 
treasured; but not that secret of secrets which could 
bring joy to many barren wombs 


future would put to shame even the best of today's career 
planners. Though she lived in a hamlet which had r 
roads, lights or even postal facility, the far-sighted lady 
worked a wonder — she bought an education policy in her 
son's name from Oriental, a private insurance company 
out of her carefully garnered savings. It happened when 
Shantaram was still in primary school. Kamalabai called 
him aside, showed him the policy, explained its potential 
importance, dinning into his head a singular fact: "Y 
should study a lot. One day you will become a Coll r 
or a barrister. And come home to Shirgunji in your own 
car" No wonder, fuelled by such motivation, Shantaram 
could soar to such enviable heights 


fou 


DON'T DOUBT WHEN YOU 
REACH OUT TO GOD 


"Į F | want to offfer something to God, how can : 

reach it to him" asked the little boy. "What is 
you want to offer” his friend. "Kaka (maternal 
uncle) gives me a chavii (4 annas) every day for buying 
mithai (sweets). | want to give it to God", explained the 
little boy. "Simple. You see the offerings in front of the 
Shivling? Place your coin atop that and it will reach the 
Lord directly” said the friend, sounding as profound as 
he could. 


The little boy was Shantaram Pikale and the friend 
who showed him the way out of - fix E D ce 
Ganapu, Ganapati), son of Kshetrapal Temple's pooja 
चर The 0 ors housed Pikale's first school, in 
a small room just outside the sanctum sanctorum. Entry 
to the inner shrine was prohibited. Except, of course, for 
Ganu, the privileged one who could sneak right up to 
the Shivling. Hence it was logical to accept that Ganu 

knew much more than other ordinary mortals did. 


Kaka (Raghunath Wagh) once asked Shantaram 
what he did with his pocket money; and the nephew 
explained to him in detail about the hotline connection 
he had established with God. "I place the coin in front of 
the Shivling, shut my eyes and pray fervently. And, when 
| reopen my eyes, the coin won't be there !" he narrated 
with awe and reverence. Realising that Shantaram was 
being taken for a regular ride, Kaka tried to convince 
him that Ganu was cheating on him. But the boy refused 
to acknowledge any such mundane possibility. And he 
stuck to the daily offering unmindful of poor sceptics like 
his Kaka. 


Years later, when Pikale, now a successful lawyer, 
was proceeding towards his ancestral home at Shirgunji 
alongwith his wife Mukta soon after their marriage, he 
stopped his car on the bridge across the Kali river and 
started reminiscing on his childhood days. As he was 
talking to her, a shady-looking character — torn clothes, 
dishevelled hair, seedy appearance-— tried to accost him. 


The Pikales were about to tum away to avoid the 
nuisance' when the man rushed towards them shouting 
"Stop, stop". Closing in on them, he piped out in a 
squeaky voice "Aren't you Shantaram?" Puzzled, Pikale 
tried to place the person, but could not. When he 
confessed his failure to recognisd him, the man 
disclosed: "Don't you remember me? ! am Ganu, the 
poojari's son, your childhood friend. | cheated you then 
out of your ‘chavii’. And look at me now, still paying for 
my sins. Please forgive me." Saying so, Ganapu fell at 
Pikale's feet and wept. 


Pikale lifted him by the shoulders, hugged him 
and said : "Look here Ganu. | don't remember all that. 
Rest assured, now that you are repentant, all is forgotten 
and forgiven. Don't let that incident eat your heart any 
longer." And Pikale gave Ganu some money and bid 
him a warm goodbye. 
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There was no school in Shirgunji. Education mea 
walking 4-5 miles through a thick jungle all the way | 
Uppinapattana. The daily trek to and fro was so strenuous, 
Shantaram's elder brothers and sisters opted out ve 
soon. But Shantaram — as determined as Yudhishtira, 
who made his way to Swarga while the other Pandava 
fell by the roadside alongwith Draupadi — stuck to his 
chosen path like a leech. Whenever the little Vamana, 
destined to stride across that very landscape like a 
Trivikrama one day, grew weary of the daily ordeal, 
Kamalabai's fond prediction of his becoming a Collector 
or a barrister would spur him on. 


Lonely march of a prodigal son 


Kamala's younger sister was married to Raghunath 
Wagh, who worked as a doctor's compounder in 


Sadashivgad. Leela had no progeny. So, when she asked . 


Kamala, blessed with four boys, to spare one for her, the 


latter could not say ‘no’. The parting was painful; but, - 
realising that this could be the God-sent opportunity to - 
further his career, Kamala entrusted Shantaram to Leela’s - 


care. School was quite close to the Wagh's house at 
Sadashivgad — yet another plus point to buttress the 
otherwise tough choice. 


Thus began an idyllic chapter in Shantaram's life, - 
even though it was cut short abruptly. The irony lay in - 


that good tidings for the Waghs proved bad news for the 


newcomer to their family fold. Initially Leela Maushi - 


showered on Shantaram boundless love and affection. 
She would bathe him, fondle him, hug him so tightly that 
any onlooker would presume he was born of her own 


womb. But the turning point came when Leela, barren for . 


17 years of marriage, bore a son — Prabhakar. 


Not that Shantaram was guilty of any sibling rivalry. 
On the other hand, he was quite fond of the little stranger. 
Shantaram's kid sisiter Kusum recalls an incident to 
conclusively illustrate the point. One day Prabhakar drank 
by mistake an entire bottle of iodine. There was quite a 
panic. Finding his Maushi hysterical with fear and worry, 
little Shantaram jumped to his feet and rushed off to 


summon Kaka Wagh. Not bothering to put on a shirt, he - 


dashed off to the dispensary around 2 kms away. 
Reaching there, the half-naked and breathless boy blurted 
out the bad news. Wagh zoomed home on his bicycle, 
Shantaram perched precariously on the bumpy backseat. 
Timely treatment saved Prabhakar's life. Shantaram 
received accolades for his presence of mind; but the birth 


of Prabakar had definitely changed his status in the 
household. 


Relief came a totally unexpected way. Maharudra, 
who went over to Sadashivgad for schooling in his elder 
brother's footsteps, did not relish or respect Shantaram's 


OE T स लाल कक N NN S E हा 


ER DREAMS OF 
‘HATTI SARDAR’ 


HIRGUNJI, the village in which Shantaram 

Pikale was born, was surrounded by forests. 
Contracts were being given to fell the trees, which 
grew huge and thick. Elephants where hamessed 
to carry the logs and dump them in the waters of 
Aghanashini river. The logs were then herded and 
routed to diverse destinations, right up to Gokarn, 
where the river merged with the Arabian Sea. 


On their way to and fro, the elephants would 
march past the Pikales' house. And young 
Shantaram would stand by the roadside, hands on 
hips and the chest thrown up, proudly proclaiming 


to one and all "Look! Here come my elephants". 
Mother Kamalabai would chuckle at this and 
laughingly nickname him, Hatti (elephant) Sardar’. 


Not content with the tall claim, Shantaram 
would corner the biggest he-buffalo he could find, 
lead it to the river, give it a good scrubbing and a 
thorough bath, fling his small legs astride the 
animal's sprawling back and amble along all the way 
home calling out "Amma, look at me. Here comes 
you. Hatti Sardar". And Kamalabai would chuckle 
once again over her son's grand antics and greet 
the hero riding his dream steed. 


It all happened 60 years ago — when the boy, 
who was destined to make it big in life one day, 
was barely 10. 


tight-lipped patience. Hot-tempered and impatient by 
nature, he let the cat out of the bag during a visit to 
Shirgunji. The report about the tribulations that Shantaram 
was going through turned Kamalabai's blood cold. As fate 
would have it, the break-out of the Second World War 
ended the impasse in an amicable way. Rangarao 
Mangesh Desai, elder brother of Leela and Kamala, 
shifted from Mumbai, in the grip of war-time panic, to 
Sadashivgad, moving into Leela's house. The space 
crunch resulting from the transplantation of an entire family 
provided Kamalabai a good enough excuse to rescue her 
two beleaguered sons. 


‘How's the rain and crop back home?’ 


Kamalabai was not one to flinch at a setback. Bent 
on educating her children as well as she could, she took 
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Pikale astride an elephant with son Shailesh and 
daughter-in-law Pooja. 


on rent two rooms at a relative's place in Kumta 
Shantaram and Maharudra did their high school here trom 
1943 to 1948, with elder sister Vimal chaparoning them 
with motherly care. It was a tough decision for Kamalabai 

letting Vimal, her right hand in running the household 
as well as managing the Pikales' farms — shift to Kumta 
Yet she, the farsighted lady she was, did it unmindtul of 
advice to the contrary from all and sundry. When Vima 
married and shifted to Karwar, Maharudra, with two more 
years of high school to go, moved in with her 


Pikale takes genuine pride in his pertormance 
during the Kumta interlude. Those were trying times, when 
he had to pitch in on the farms at Shirgunji whenever he 
oould. Invariably, after holidays, he would report to schoo 
a couple of days late. If it was sowing season, the delay 
could be as much as one or two weeks. When Shantaram 


THE WHISPER THAT CAUGHT A THIEF 


HOSE were the law college days. A group of 
students, led by Pikale, went to Shirdi for Saibaba 
darshan. The leader's pockets were full : the money 
pooled in by the students for the trip had been entrusted 
to his care. . 
It was aarati time at Saibaba Mandir. Pikale 
devout to the core, was fully immersed in the chanting 
and singing when a whisper broke into his 
subconscious mind : "Beware! Heed your pocket". 
Loathe to divert his attention from the proceedings full 
of fervour, Pikale, his eyes shut against the outside 
world. continued with the aarati when the whisper 
repeated the warning. With great reluctance, he held 
on to the aarati with the left hand and fumbled at his 
pocket with the right one. What came into his clutches 
was the creepy hand of a thief who had already slashed 
the pocket and was about to slide out the purse 
containing all the money ! 


The pickpocket was led away to police station. 
But the onlookers, particularly his collegemates, 
intrigued by the turn of events, started pestering Pikale 
with probing questions. How did he sense the thief 
when his eyes were closed? When he told them about 
the whisper, the devctees around were so impressed, 
some of them insisted on touching the feet of the tall 
and impressive youth to whose rescue (so they 
believed) Saibaba had come in the nick of time. 


stepped inside the classroom after the prolonged holiday, 
Rao Master would ask jocularly, “Young man, how is the 
rain and the crop back home?", and the entire class would 
break into full-throated laughter. 


When we visited Gibb High School, Pikale was 
overwhelmed with fond memories. He reeled out a string 
of names — the great teachers who left a lasting impression 
on him. He swept his arms across the beautiful landscape 
spread below the hill, atop which the school sits pretty, 
pointing at a spot where there was a cave — his favourite 
study spot. He sat at his now worn out desk in the old 
classroom alongwith grandson Vinesh (son of nephew 
Raghu) and went into a veritable trance, which ended with 
a beatific smile of immense satisfaction and contentment. 


Over to Mumbai, the land of opportunities 


Rangarao Mangesh Desai, Shantaram's maternal 
uncle (the one who had moved into Leela Maushi's place 
when the World War broke out), had a successful motor 
parts business in Mumbai. He had a branch in Karachi 
too; but the partition of India spelt its doom Rangarao's 
elder daughter Rama was married to Shantaram's elder 
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brother Vithal. His younger daughter Saroja was grown 
up now and Rangarao told Kamala, "Send Shantaram 
with me. I'll make him my son-in-law". 


Kamalabai, wondering what to do now that 
Shantaram had finished his matriculation, liked the idea 
of sending him to Mumbai for further studies. But she was 
dead against two Pikale daughters-in-law from the same 
family. The shrewd lady, therefore, called her son aside 
and briefed him in confidence: "Go to Mumbai with your 
uncle; but drop the thought of marrying Saroj. | want you 
to go because here is the ideal opportunity to pursue your — 
studies. Get a job as fast as you can and stand on your ~ 
own legs. And come home one day, after you become a 
Collector or a barrister, driving your own car". 


Rangarao was dead against degrees of any sort. 
"What is there in a B.A. or M.A.? All of them end up as 
clerks", he would comment contemptuosly, trying his 
hardest to dissuade Shantaram from going to college. 
Harping on the same theme, he would say, "Come 
Shantaram, come and sit at my office. I'll make you an 
expert on spareparts". But the young man, his mind 
trundling along the single track chosen by his mother, 
had better ideas. When Siddharth College started morning 
courses for the benefit of those with a job, but keen on 
studying in spare time, he was one of the first to apply. 
Simultaneously, he launched a frenetic job-hunt, well 
aware that uncle Rangarao was not going to take kindly 
to his rebellious moves. 


Once again, it was sheer destiny that led 
Shantaram to a rationing office. Refusing to accept the 
message of the 'No Vacancy' board displayed outside, 
he managed to meet the Superintendent, a kindly lady. 
The young man explained to her his plight, particularly 
the desperate need to bag a job if he wefe to keep alive 
his dream of further studies. Impressed by the manner in 
which he was pleading his case, the lady promised to try 
her best. She talked to her boss the next day and followed 
it up with the good news - that, waiving the norms, he had 
been appointed to a post! 


His other activities were so varied, it is hard to 
believe Pikale found time for them all. Academically, he 
was quite brilliant. In addition, he was captain of the 
kabaddi team ("They used to call it 'hututu' those days’) 
and secretary of seven associations ~Gymkhana, Cultural 
Society, Debating Society, Karnatak Sangh, Konkani 
Sangh, Drama Society and Music Circle. One of his 
classmates was Vimala Geresoppa, who was also the 
heroine of most of the plays at college gatherings. Pikale, 
the hero in quite a few of those plays, chuckles and asks 
“You know where She is now? Well, you know her only as 
Vimala Patil, one-time Editor of ‘Femina’, the women's 
mag’. 


THE INVISIBLE HAND THAT SHAPED HIS DESTINY 


s caught in a heavy downpour. The umbrella over 
head was so rickety, it threatened to fly away 
a strong wind blew. 


As he trudged along, bravely battling the fury of 
the elements, Shantaram saw an old man standing by 
the roadside. In the near darkness, he appeared ghostly. 
Yet it was obvious that the stranger, looking lonely and 
lost, was drenched to the skin. As the boy neared him, 
the old man asked softly, "Will you give me shelter under 
your umbrella and reach me to my place ?" Not used to 
saying 'no' to any act of kindness, Shantaram welcomed 
him to the non-existant shelter. 

Clutching hold of each other, the duo proceeded 
along the road, shivering in the chilly wind gnawing at 
the bones. As they neared Kanjipada, the rain and the 
wind stopped all of a sudden. The old man too stopped 
in his tracks and, pointing at a delapidated temple, told 
Shantaram, "I live here. Thank you for the help, and 
God bless you. Keep up such good deeds and you will 
become a big man one day.” 

Back home, Shantaram had to put up with a lot 
of abuse from his Maushi for returning so late. But, such 
was the mesmerising effect of the stranger's words, still 
echoing in his head, he was oblivious to most of the 
invectives. Even after he went to bed, the old man's 
voice continued to reverberate in his head. 


While all these developments were taking place on 
the sidelines, Pikale's life on the mainline was proving no 
less dramatic. For one thing, when Rangarao came to 
know about his prospective son-in-law joining college, he 
blew his top. When Shantaram approaced him to seek 
some money to pay the fee — "I shall repay it in 
instalments", the cheeky nephew promised — the uncle 
turned livid. "In that case, you should also share the 
household expenses", thundered Rangarao, only to be 
greeted with a cool smile and a cooler "I shall"! 


Be it at work or on the campus, the youthful, tall 
and handsome Shantaram had enough scope for 
romance. Even at home, Saroja, innocent and friendly, 
was quite sweet on him. Back in Karwar, the irrepressible 
Maharudra not only serenaded a girlfriend, but created 
quite a flutter by marrying her without informing his 
parents. Shantaram intervened and mollified his highly 
upset mother, pursuading her to forgive Maharudra; but 
he hímself, obsessed as he was with the zealous pursuit 
of his mother's dream, had no time to spare for romance. 
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The first thing that Shantaram did the next 
moming was to make a beeline to the spot where he 
had left the stranger the night before. Only to discover 
that, but for the temple and the adjacent Mutt, housed 
in an equally ramshackle structure, the entire area was 
uninhabited. Enquiries at the Mutt revealed that no 
elderly person of the oid man's likeness was among the 
few inmates! 


Years later, when he had acquired a sociai 
standing, Pikale was to visit the Mutt once again. It 
happended when H H Shrimat Satchidanand Saraswati 
Swamiji of Shree Kavale Mutt appointed him as Trustee 
Secretary. Since the priest in charge of the temple-gone- 
to-ruins at Sadashivgad had embroiled it in infructuous 
litigation, H H Swamiji was not very keen on helping 
him out on behalf of the Mutt. But, when Pikale offered 
to renovate the temple in his personal capacity, H H 
Swamiji gladly flashed the green signal. Today a brand 
new ‘kalash' graces the dome of the temple — shining 
proof of Pikale's boundless devotion. 


Why did he pick up a little known temple at such 
a remote place for jeernoddhar' (renovation)? Because 
Pikale believes that divine providence singled him out 
for the onerous task: the old man who vanished — Pikale 
is inclined to believe it was none other than H H Shrimat 
Shivanand Saraswati Swamiji of Shree 
Gaudapadacharya Samsthan (Kavale Mutt) who took 
samadhi there — had shown him the way along the 
destined path. 


When Rangarao found his nephew taking up a job 
in the Income Tax Department, he had a hunch that things 
were going out of hand. When the boy shifted from the 
uncle's house to a rented room in Gamdevi, he realised 
that the bird had flown the coop. When Shantaram passed 
B.A. and joined the Government Law College, Rangarao 
finally reconciled himself to the fact that the cause he was 
clinging on to so fast for so long was as good as lost. 


Onward to the journey's end 


In those days, one could do M.A. as well as L.L.B 
simultaneously. Since the law exams were being held 
every six months, Pikale decided to appear for it six 
months after finishing his M.A. So the routine was set 
Law College in the morning, I-T Department work during 
the day, M.A. (Economics) in the evening. A raise at the 
office after passing a departmental exam had already 
boosted his morale. Egged on by his mothers words 
eternally ringing in his ears, the youth with seemingly 
inexhaustible stamina used to take a break from the M.A 


A QUALIFIED AND PALATABLE LIE a 
Sensing that something was amiss, Rao asked | 


T happened moments after highly eligible bachelor 

Shantaram met his would-be-bride Mukta during 
'Vadhu Pareeksha' at Tikona Building, Shivaji Park, 
Mumbai. The girl's father, G K Rao, made a remark 
which turned his prospective son-in-law quite uneasy in 
the stomach. "My children were brought up in England. 
But that does not mean they have forgotten their roots— 
their heritage and culture," said Rao, adding “They are 
all pure vegetarians. " 

Pikale's heart sank at this revelation. While young, 
he used to invariably return from a swim in the 
Aghanashini river with a good catch — fresh fish that 
would be cooked and served hot by his mother, whose 
culinary skills were quite commendable. And here he 
was — on the verge of being converted into à life-long 


vegetarian. 


classes and frequent coaching classes for IAS too! That 
was apart from his responsibilities as secretary of the 
Government Law College Union. 


When the IAS results were out, Pikale's stock went 
up still further. He had passed the written test and the 
only hurdle in the way of materialising his mother's fond 
dream was the oral test. At this crucial juncture, his life 
took a dramatic turn. The most eligible bachelor was 
netted by G K Rao, Secretary to B G Kher, the Indian 
High Commissioner in London. Back home from his 
assignment abroad, Rao was on the lookout for a suitable 
boy for his elder daughter Suman. There was a temporary 
setback when the horoscopes did not match. But Rao, 
unwilling to let go of the golden boy, came up with a second 
proposal, this one on behalf of Mukta, his younger 
daughter. The horoscopes matched very well, Shantaram 
and Mukta met each other, and the boy went home to 
Shirgunji to seek the approval of his parents. 


The task, however, proved somewhat tricky. 
Shantaram had promised mother Kamalabai that he would 
seek double-blessedness only after kid sister Kusum's 
marriage was fixed up. The problem was, however, sorted 
out even before he set out for Shirgunji. Govind Sarvottam 
Wagh, a relative of Leela Maushi, was in Mumbai and, 
when Shantaram broached the subject with him, Wagh 
gave his consent to the alliance. To cut everything short, 
the 'nischitarth' (engagement ceremony) was finished with 
in Mumbai itself and the wedding date was fixed. 
Shantaram rushed home, brought Kusum over to Mumbai 
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“Any problem?" Deciding that ‘honesty is the best policy’, | 
Pikale confessed : "I am used to eating fish every day, | 
except on Mondays and auspicious days." Rao, shrewd — 
enough not to let the golden groom slip out of his grip, 
reassured him: "My daughter does not eat fish. But she i 
can definitely cook it for you." | 


No doubt, Pikale was relieved at this. All the same, 
he wanted to be doubly sure. On the wedding night, he | 
asked his wife, "Tell me Mukta, tell me the truth. Is it | 
true you can cook fish?" The young bride made a candid 
confession, "No, | can't". "Oh!" said Shantaram with a 
note of regret, wondering "Then why did you father lie 
to me?" "No," clarified Mukta with a naughty smile, "He 
told you | don't eat fish, but I can cook it for you. And | 
shall, provided you teach me how to." | 


She did and she does`even to this day - the smart | 
daughter of a clever father. 


and solemnised the marriage; but a lot happened before 
that. 


A do-gooder to the core of his heart, Shantaram 
would not rest at just that. He did not like the prospect of 
Mukta tying the marital knot before her sister Suman. 
Pikale vowed to settle that issue first. And he did, finding 
a suitable groom for Suman, Captain Kulkarni, among 
his friends. Having rounded off his commitments, the boy 
from a remote village who had set out to fulfil his mother's 
dream got ready for a triumphant home-coming. Then fate 
struck a felling blow: Kamalabai , who was waiting an 
entire lifetime for that momentous moment, breathed her 
last. 


She died with the knowledge that her dear son had 
kept up her hope and his promise. That he had almost 
solemnised Kusum's wedding and was bringing home a 
bride who would usher in so much of joy. Shantaram 
Pikale went home to Shirgunji after a registered marriage. 
He went there again when he passed his L.L.B. and he 
has been going there again and again every since — to 
renovate the house where his mother lived, to settle down 
family members who needed a helping hand, to reinforce 
institutions in the region which would have crumbled but 
for timely assistance, to renovate temples on the verge 
of collapse, to rejuvenate a land which gave him birth 
and provided him sustenance till he could find his own 
feet. His only regret is that his mother did not live to see 
the miracles he has worked, the wonders he has wrought, 
the lives he has shaped, the society he has moulded — all 
on the lines of the values she taught him.& 


is a thin line of difference between tax 
‘evasion and tax avoidance," notes S V Pikale. “A 
good lawyer makes tax evasion an avoidance and 
ore, not punishable. A bad lawyer makes tax 
sidance an evasion and, therefore, punishable." The 
of demarcation is a miniscule one; but it is, apparently, 
tempered with enlightened humanism. It also delineates 
Pikale's prime principle in life: "With a glowing heart and 
a conscience clear, you have nothing in the world to fear’. 


Name a vice, any vice, and you will find enough 
= our society, individuals as well as groups, itching 
legalise it. This get-rich-quick brigade, devoid of ethics, 
or even a conscience, is ever eager to rush to the 
fe of those who break a law, violate an ethics, ignore 

a rule or defy an authority — do whatever it takes to 
; the prevailing social system, right or wrong. In 
such a bleak scenario, looking for an honest lawyer is 
like searching for the proverbial needle in a haystack. Yet 
the rare needle can be found once in a while — may be 
as old as 70 years, yet sharp, shiny and sleek like a brand 
new one. र 


* 


a Pikale is a legal genius who will go all out to save 
- those who deserve to be saved. He has always come to 
the aid of the innocent at heart, caught in a jam simply 
- because they were ignorant of the basics of law. He, for 
- one, firmly believes that a lawyer should fight for his client 

- preach, pray, sway, plead, beg or whatever — provided 
- he has faith in the client's intrinsic innocene. 


Time and again, Pikale has gone out of his way to 
help the needy and the distressed. He has handled the 
cases of widows, deprived of their only shelter because 
of strict interpretation of the rules. Pikale brought to bear 

- his humanitarian approach in these cases and helped in 
. ensuring that such helpless persons were not evicted from 
. their homes. 

i 
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Pikale has always been a man in a hurry. He 
believes in getting rulings at a stunning speed. He can 
make justice appear terribly efficient. 


He has displayed uncanny anticipation and 
extraordinary foresight and found simple solutions to even 
complex issues. He has a quick grasp of the problems on 
hand. His solution to the problem is also wonderfully fast 
and breath-taking. 


Maiden case, mammoth victory 


Becoming a Collector or barrister was Pikale's life's 
ambition — materialisation of his mother's dream. But IAS 
slipped out of his grip because of age bar and the Bar-at- 
Law plans had to be dropped since the system itself was 
cancelled. Undaunted, Pikale, egged on by his father-in- 
law, decided on independent practice. 


The fee, it is said, is the most important and most 
difficult part of practising law. Clients want to know up 
front how much it is going to cost. They all react differently: 
some are shocked, some swallow in disbelief, a few 
promise to pay later, some negotiate and more than a 
few storm out of the lawyer's chamber in total disgust 
over the rule of law. Pikale, on the other hand, proved 
extremely lucky. His maiden case — the acid test he 
passed with flying colours — fetched him a good fee 


Thakorebhai, Pikale's first client, had made pots of 
money during the Second World War. Tax officials went 
after him, even booked cases, but they could not prove 
any instance of tax evasion. The cases were closed, only 
to be reopened all of a sudden years later. Fresh scrutiny 
of his investments had revealed discrepancies and 
Thakorebhai was sought to be taxed on a mind-boggling 
Rs 50 lakh. When the notice for reopening the case 
reached him, the old man, confronted-with the prospect 
of shelling out 150 per cent penalty apart from the taxes 


THE STRANGER WHO 
STUMPED MORARJI 


HE year : 1968. Morarji Desai was the Deputy 
TM Minister of India. He also held the Finance 
portfolio. One day a tall and sprightly person of around 
40 walked into Morarji's cabin. “Sir, | want your 
foreword to my book" said the visitor, placing on the 
Minister's table a typewritten manuscript. Surprised. 
Morarji casually flipped through a few pages, making 
no effort to even acquaint himself with the contents. 
Then he pushed back the manuscript with a curt "Why 
should | respond to your request ? | am sorry. | have 
no time.” 

Somewhat disappointed, the stranger retrieved 
his manuscript. As he turned to leave the VVIP's cabin, 
he paused and said, “Sir, | came to you with high 
hopes. | thought you were different from the run-of- 
the-mill politicians. | am deeply pained by your refusal". 


Morarji was taken aback at this affront. Curious 
all the same, he asked “What do you mean by that ?" 
The confident stranger explained: "Sir, while 
addressing the Madras Chamber of Commerce some 
time back, you hurled a challenge. You were very 
harsh in your criticism of the income tax laws in India. 
You said they were complex and complicated. Then 
you asked "Can't someone do something to simplify 
these laws?", following it up with the assurance : "If 
anyone is ready to do it, | shall give him every possible 
encouragement". ! picked up the gauntlet you hurled 
that day and wrote this book. And ! came to Delhi all 
the way from Bombay, fondly hoping you would keep 
your promise. | came to seek your blessings; but!am 
distressed to find that you have rejected my humble 
effort without even going through it". 


Morarji was impressed by the resolute stance 
and confident bearing of the stranger. Blunt and 
forthright himself, he admired the courteous, yet firm 
mode of his protest. A faint smile lighting up his 
normally stern visage, Morarji called back the young 
lawyer walking towards the door having made his 
point. “Give me the book", he told him, adding “I shall 
read it. But let me make it crystal clear. | will write the 
foreward only il | am satisfied with its contents." It 
was a fair enough stipulation and the visitor readily 
accepted the pre-condition. 


The book, "Income Tax Law in India — A 
Practical Guide' by S V Pikale, written in concert with 
his professional partner H C Banavali, become an 
instant hit. Morarji's foreward — the icing on the 
cake— not only embellished its appeal, but catapulted 
Pikale nght to the top of the ladder of taxation experts. 
Today he remains at the top of the profession. 
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due in the normal course, became panicky. He rus | 
some of the topmost lawyers; but none dared to touch 


case. 


A drowning man catches hold of even a stra 
Thakorebhai clutched Pikale, the new young lawyer wh 
was supposed to be extremely brilliant. He took out 
bundle of notes from his pocket and offered it to his la 
hope; but Pikale brushed it aside, saying "This is my fi 
case. Unless | win, | won't accept your money. 
Thakorebhai was, however, quite adamant. He said "Thi 
money is not for winning the case. It is for making out 
good case. | approached so many legal bigwigs, pleadin 
with them on bended knees to save me from this crisis. 
but not one of them lifted even a little finger to bail me out 
You are the first advocate to not only readily accept my 
case, but even express the hope that you would win it. 
This is only the token amount — a token of my sense of 
deep gratitude. Whether you win my case or not, | don't 
care." 


"It came as a total surprise, "recalls Pikale." | went 
home and told my wife about it. She said | should win the : 
case somehow. | sat up till late into the night studying the - 
case papers. Then, at around 3 a.m., | made a 
breakthrough. A close scrutiny of the records made me | 
wonder whether the notice had been properly served on 
Thakorebhai. It transpired later that my hunch, possibly 
honed by the experience in the Income Tax Department, 
was absolutely right". 


When the concerned official went to Thakorebhai's 
house, he was not there; even his wife was not at home. 
It was a servant who received the notice of the reopened 
case, which can be legally served on only the accused, 
not even his wife. So Pikale wrote to the concerned 
authorities indicating that the case was wrong and the 
entire proceedings were void since proper notice was 
never served to Thakorebhai. What was more, now, after . 
the lapse of so many years, the case was time-barred. 
"You cannot reopen the case now. So the notice served 
to my client should be withdrawn. If you don't, | will have 
to move the Bombay High Court." 


. The authorities, thereafter, wrote back 
complimenting Pikale on his brainy strategy. The 
proceedings were dropped, benefiting Thakorebhai to the 
tune of lakhs and lakhs. He hugged his saviour, hailed 
him as God and rewarded him with a fat fee. What is 
more, he went around telling one and all about the new. : 


E with his microscopic memento 


MEMORABLE, YET DEADLY, MEMENTO 


nu DIAS. a top surgeon of Goa, died of a heart 
ttack during a tour of America. No doubt, the death 
broke his wife Maria's heart. But, worse still. tax officials 
hounded her, making her shattered life all the more 
miserable. The irony lay in that the liberation of Goa spelt 
grief for Mrs Dias! 


In pre-liberation Goa, Napoleonic Law (otherwise 
known as Portuguese Code) held sway. Under that, the 
moment a couple gets married, the wife is entitled to half of 
the husband's property. With the fate of Goans now merged 
with the rest of Indians’. Mrs Dias found herself completely 
cornered. She had almost reached the breaking point, when 
Pikale came to her rescue 


"Under Article 1118 of the Goa Portuguese Law, the 
lady is liable to pay tax on only half her property" contended 


irishing a copy of the Portuguese law in front of 
Bombay High Court. In fact, he first won a 


client because the document he 


Pikale, flo 
the judge in the 
few days’ repneve for his 
n the absence of ar 
interpreter who cou the 
document was despatched to Goa to get a certified translated 


was quoting from was in Portuguese 


d translate it into English said 


version in English Meanwhile the heanng was put off by a 
fortnight 
set by the Dias vided relie! 


Cas 


e pr 


)me tax. Suc? 


The precedent 
to Goans in terms of both estate duty and inc 
was the impact of Pikale winning the Anthony Dias case 
more so since his brother Alvar Dias was the Chief Just 
of Goa — that his reputation soared by leaps and bound 
All the same best is a microsc 


rifle that Anthony's widow gifted him 


what Pikale treasures 


HOW TO CUT AN OPPONENT TO SIZE 


“LOSE your temper and you lose your brief" believes Pikale. According to him, advocates should never 
get excited. If they do, they can be easily rattled. And, if they are rattled, they stand little chance of winning a 


case. 


There was this advocates, short in stature, long on arguments. Once he opened his mouth, he would forget 
to shut it. Once he went on and on for so long, the argument never seemed to end. Sitting in his corner, 
Pikale wondered how he could silence this shorty. All of a sudden, he jumped to his feet and, casually placing 
his hand on the lawyer's head, began "My Lord, this gentleman friend of mine...". 

The telling gesture upset the opponent. He lost his cool and, subsequently, lost the case too 
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LIBERATING GOA FROM 
THE TAX DRAGNET 


IKALE set up his base in Goa with a big bang. At 
P function held to inaugurate his office at 
Madgaon, he was flanked by two bigwigs— Dayanand 
Bandodkar, the first ever Chief Minister of the new- 
born Union Territory, on his right; an industrialist on 
the left. Pikale started off his speech with a dramatic 
statement which took away everyone's breath. 


"Today you are proud of both these sons of the 
Goan soil", he said, gesturing towards the two 
dignitaries. "One, the richest Chief Minister of India. 
The other, the richest industrialist of India. But, if 
something is not done soon, you won't be proud of 
them any more. Because, since neither of them has 
done any tax planning to speak of, if the structure of 
taxation prevailing in this country is made applicable 
to Goa too, much of their immense fortune will be 
taken away by the tax authorities. Proper tax planning 
would ensure that the least amount of tax alone is 
paid". 

Needless to say, both of these dignitaries 
became Pikale's first clients. 


Pikale suggested to the Union Government that 
Goan citizens should be given a chance to opt for 
either the Portuguese law or the Hindu law. Though 
the law of the land was the former, as a majority of 
the population was following Hindu customs and 
conventions, imposing Portuguese law on them would 
be unfair. The then Union Finance Minister 
appreciated Pikale's logic and allowed the people of 
Goa the one-time option, which would be binding on 
them ever after. So the historic move by Pikale, who 
was President of the All-India Tax Advocates' 
Association, proved a boon to Goans. 


Hindu law is known as Mitakshara law. The 
entire India, but for Bengal and Kerala, where 
Dayabhaga is prevalent, is bound by it. It stipulates 
that every property of an individual belongs to the 
Hindu undivided family (HUF) and the family members 
have the right of partition. (Partition means 
apportioning the property among sons, grandsons and 
all other members of the family). So the sons and 
daughters of the two VIPs became the beneficiaries 
of an unexpected largesse. 


Pikale's clientele in Goa then more than 
doubled. Alongside soared his reputation, leading to 
his election as President of the All-India Tax 
Advocates' Association, in the footsteps of two 
illustrious predecessors— N A Palkhivala and Asoke 
Sen. 
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youthful lawyer who could work miracles. "Thako 
became my permanent admirer. | never lacked | 
after that", remarks Pikale with the glint of triumph s 


glittering in his eye. 
A shot of tincture — Pikale style 


A chemist's shop was back to the wall. Taxm 
comered the shop-owner because his profits had dippe 
from 30 per cent to 10 per cent within a year. When th 
case came up before the I-T Tribunal, the man pleaded 
"The year in which | made 30 per cent profits, | was sellin 
tincture, which has a huge profit margin. Tincture sal 
was not banned then. It was prohibited the next year unde 
the Drug Control Act." The defence lawyer then went o 
to explain how the profit margin was fixed at around 1 
per cent in the case of most drugs, unlike in the case of 
tincture, which could be now bought only if you have a 
permit. Since his client had stopped selling tincture eve 
since the restrictions came into effect, it was but natural 
that his books showed a steep slide in profits. 


At this point, the Government pleader jumped to | 
his feet and protested, "My Lord, what this young friend | 
of mine is claiming is not correct. Tincture is available in J 
the market even today." Pikale, the defence lawyer, cut 
him off, saying "Your Honour, my senior.colleague is | 
making a mistake. This honourable court cannot be 
expected to recognise an illegal act in the knowledge of 
my learned friend. If the Drug Control Act prohibits sale 
of tincture, this honourable court has to accept that tincture © 
is not available. The private information available to my 


respected senior colleague cannot be used by this court." 


The chemist was one of the many who learnt of 
Pikale's legal acumen thanks to Thakorebhai. 


A lease of life for a self - made man 


A client came to Pikale with his tale of woe. A near 
illiterate, he had panicked when the taxmen raided his - 
place. So he signed blindly on the dotted line of the 
statement prepared by them. 


It took some time for Pikale to make out a case for 
proper defence before the Settlement Commissioner. It 
was then proved before the Commissioner that the 
money recovered during the raid constituted the profits 
his client had made during the past 15 years, A man of 
little education, he believed that his money was Safer at 
home rather than in a bank account. As for the statement, . 


“The Commissioner accepted the claim of the 
after due verification of facts. The client was 


- . Madras-Bangalore Transport Company was faced 

h the direst possible prospect — liquidation. It meant 
- over 250 lorries screeching to an abrupt halt and around 
500 families deprived of their means of livelihood. One of 
- the partners of the company of high repute and long 
standing had wrought the irreparable damage by joining 
hands with a chartered accountant, who stooped to the 
level of coming up with two balancesheets, both bearing 
his signature One of them enabled the greedy partner to 
-syphon off huge funds The fraud came to light when all 
| branches of the company all over the country were raided 
. putting MBT in dire straits. 


When the case came up before the Chairman, 
Central Borad of Direct Taxes, Pikale suggested a 
settlement with the company. If prosecution were resorted 
to, MBT may go into liquidation, throwing hundreds on 
the streets. Not only that, even the efforts to recover the 
statutory fine may come to naught, turning the whole effort 
into an exercise in futility. 

The then Member, Investigation, was not inclined 
to accept Pikale's humanitarian approach, with the welfare 
of the MBT workers in mind. Fortunately, the Chairman, 
CBDT, disagreed with him. Recalling a similar incident 
when he was Income Tax Commissioner in Mumbai, he 
said “Then | myself had recommended a similar case, 
when a company was about to go to the dogs, as a fit 
case for settlement. The then Chairman of the CBDT said 
‘no’. Years later, when | became the Chairman, the same 
case came up before me for write-off. The party had 
offered a settlement at the outset. Now, alter the 
Government spent a fortune in trying to recover the dues, 
the company was dead and there was no prospect of 
getting even a paisa out of them. | shall not repeat the 
mistake my superior made". 
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REPRIEVE FOR RAJAHS 


H M PATEL was the Union Finance Minister. Pikale 
had approached him with the temple trusts case 
but Patel had his own problem to which he sought à 
solution from Pikale. 

*| was president of the Swatantra Party 
explained Patel, “when Morarji Desai decided to give 
princes and princesses privy purses. For those hapless 
people, it ensured just the bare means of survival. How 
could they maintain their traditional lifestyle — with 

, horses and palaces to be looked after? I 
differed with Morarjibhai on the privy purse issue, 
particularly since Swatantra Party's cream layer was 
composed of former royalty. | fought over the issue then; 
but | can't do so any more since | am Finance Minister 
in his Government. As a lawyer, can you show me à 
way out of this fix?" 


Pikale replied: “Sir, not only do | have a solution 
to your problem, | can, at the same time, benefit the 
Government of India. Section 54 of the Income Tax Act 
specifies that whenever an asset is sold, 40 per cent 
tax is to be paid on the assets' market value. Suppose 
you have a palace, say worth Rs 5 crore, today it may 
be worth Rs 50 crore. Supposing the Act is amended to 
the effect that, if any palace, any building, any 
immovable asset is sold and the difference between 
the original cost and market value is invested in a 
Government bond, the National Exchequer will be flush 
with funds which can be utilised for the good of the 
people." 

That was not all. “The fallout of such a move 
would transform the palaces, lying unused like white 
elephants, into profitable ventures", Pikale pointed out 
“Today, if anyone wants to construct a hotel, he will 
have to take a loan, which will drain the meagre 
resources with the Government. If these beautiful 
palaces — in Mysore, Hyderabad, so on — are allowed 
to be developed into five-star hotels, they will become 
golden geese — perennial fortunes" 


H M Patel was excited over the suggestion He 
immediately moved a Bill in Parliament, ameding the 
law, killing two birds with one stone. The ex-rajahs and 
maharajahs heaved a sigh of immense relief, and so 
did the Morarji Government strapped for hard cash. The 
I-T Act was amended permiting investment of capital 
gains in Government funds paving the way to 
development of places into hotels to patronise the tourist 
trade, enabling the Government to earn valuable foreign 
exchange. 


"Rashtrapati Bhavan, Raj Bhavans — all these 


` are looked after by the Government of India. But what 


about the palaces?" asks Pikale, recalling a cartoon of 
R K Laxman showing Jagjivan Ram seated on a throne 
and the Mysore Maharajah washing his feet. The one - 
time glories of this country were saved solely because 
of Pikale's timely intervention 


Since prosecution in such cases could be dropped 
only with the consent of the Union Finance Minister, the 
Chairman directed Pikale to Morarji Desai. When he 
entered Morarji's cabin, he said “Oh, you are the same 
Pikale who pursuaded me and got a foreward to your 
book". After he was briefed about the case, Morarji said 
“Do you know | have prosecuted so many celebrities, 
including filmstars, for tax evasion?” Pikale reacted coolly: 
*Sir, it and when a celebrity is sent to jail, nothing happens 
to the country. But, if this company is closed down, 500 
families will be on the streets". Morarji accepted Pikale's 
reasoning and issued the order for dropping the 
prosecution. 


PROF!LE OF A VISIONARY : S. V. PIKALE 


Good for the goose, good for the gander 


Jagjivan Ram was a Union Minister when 
Punjab & Haryana High Court issued him a notice -- | 
ultimatum for not filling income tax returns. Morarji Des 
then Union Finance Minister, exonerated him. The la 
says penalty can be waived if there is sufficient cause. 
The ‘sufficient cause’ trotted out in this case was 


'foregtfulness'! 


When an assessee was dragged before the 
Bombay High Court for tax payment default, Pikale, as 
his advocate, dug up the Jagjivan Ram case. He told the 
judge, "There cannot be two laws — one for a Minister, 
another for a commoner. My client too is guilty of only 
foregetfulness”. The judge ruled in his favour 


e all is idyllic and Mother Nature bountiful, and you 
will locate a little paradise of lush greenery, majestic 
aterfalls, exotic wildlife and much, much more. One far- 
entrepreneur did so years ago: Shantaram Pikale 
red here a heaven on earth where you could 
nectar in the air. 
Pikalewadi is a bare 60 kms from Panjim, the capital 
_ ot Gc and a mere 1.5 kms in the interior from the National 
Highway. It is a serene stretch edging on the border of 
_ Karnataka. Goa's wildlife sanctuary at Molem, the State's 
_ only waterfall at Dudhsagar, many freshwater lakes and 
‘umpteen other natural wonders have always existed here. 
But it took a visionary like Pikale to see what everyone 
_ else was always looking at, but never noticed. 


|... “twas he who conceived the idea of an Intergrated 

E Area Development Project — an economic philosophy of 

the Planning Commission which envisages pooling in local 

- and rural resources for promoting farming, industry and 

- tourism in backward areas", recalls Jagdish Wagh, Bureau 

- Chief of United News of India in Goa and unashamed 

admirer of Pikale s genius. "The concept was lauded by 

- no less a person than Dr M S Swaminathan, the world- 
renowned agriculture scientist". 


Dr Swaminathan did so at the behest of Prime 
- Minister Indira Gandhi. She met Pikale for the first time 
N in Mumbai, where she had gone to attend the birth 
- centenary celebrations of renowned ornithologist Dr Salim 
Ali. During the programme organised by the Bombay 
4 Natural History Society (of which Pikale is a member), 
— Mrs Gandhi found herself lonely and isolated for a while 
right in the forefront of the huge auditorium. A tall and 
_ impressive gentleman then ambled along to give her 
company. By the time others joined in, he had already 
managed to impress the lady with his fresh and brilliant 
ideas. So she suggested that he come over to Delhi fora 
more detailed discussion. Pikale did so, impressing her 
still further. 


uteri 


i Dr Swaminathan was on his way to Goa flanked 
i by a phalanx of 25 ace scientists. He was leading the 
Task Force, United Nations Development Plan for the 
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BEYOND TOMORROW — EVEN YESTERDAY 


Western Ghat, Region of Goa. At the Prime Minister's 
bidding, he took a detour to Collem (the site of Pikalewadi) 
to take a closer look at the project whose concept hac 
raised Mrs Gandhi's curiosity. From what he had heard 
so far, Pikale was promoting the project with the specific 
intention of checking migration of rurual Goans to towns 
and cities. s 


Dr Swaminathan came, he saw and was 
conquered. At his next halt, the National Institute of 
Oceanography at Panjim, the ace scientist dwelt at length 
on what he had seen. Pikale's brainchild, he predicted 
without even a shade of reservation, would one day 
become a role model of rural development non pare. If 
every MP adopts this model as the key to harmonious 
growth in one's respective constituency, the Government 
need not waste money on commissions, thinktanks and 
taskforces, he observed. 


Goa has several rich businessmen. It also boasts 
of many super-wealthy industrialists. But the credit of 
throwing wide open the portals of Goa at the other end of 
the State is likely to go to Pikale. The new gateway t 
Karnataka may even eclipse all other entry points to the 
coastal State when the Konkan Railway, linking it up wit! 
three other States (Maharashtra, Karnataka and Kerala) 
becomes a reality. The South Central Railway anticipates 
a quantum jump in goods traffic, from 2 million tonnes to 
10 million tonnes, when the line becomes fully operational 
That is also likely to cause a stampede, with hoteliers 
and buiiders falling over each other to cash in on the 
looming tourist boom. But Pikalewadi, whose development 
is already predetermined along healthy lines, is unlikely 
to be adversely affected by the gold rush. 


That would explain why so many VIPs and VVIPs 
have been flocking to Pikalewadi. They include Goa s Li 
Governor K T Satarawala; Goa Chief Minister Pratapsing 
Rane: Dr. Wilfred D'Souza, Minister for Tourism in the 
then Government of Goa, Daman and Diu; Dr JC Almeida 
Chairman, Economic Development Corporation of Goa 
Daman and Diu: N N Pai, Chairman, Industrial 
Development Bank of India (IDBI), V N Nadkarni, 
Chairman, State Bank of India; Dr V V Varadachar 
Director, National Institute of Oceanography; Dr Royiyn 
L Voss, Forestry Advisor, United Nations Organisation 


" UDIPI KRISHNA 
TURNED HIS FACE... 


SEMINAR on 'West Coast Development' was 

n at the convocation hall of Bombay 
University. Among those present on the occasion 
was George Fernandes, who was primarily 
responsible for putting the Konkan Railway, so vital 
for the development of the region, in focus and on 
the track. The seminar was presided over by H H 
Shrimat Sugunedra Teerth Swamiji of Puttige Mutt. 


While delivering his presidential address, H 
H Swamiji dwelt at length on the sea changes in 
the offing on the west coast. He made it a point to 
highlight the sterling role of Pikale in bringing about 
a marked and qualitative change in the 
development of North Kanara district. 


About to conclude his speech, H H Swamiji 
posed an intriguing question : How come the west 
coast of india has suddenly acquired such 
prominence? He went on to narrate the story of 
how Bhakta Kanakadas, a leading spirit of the 
Bhakti Movement, sent a plaintive plea to Udipi 
Shree Krishna after being denied his darshan 
becaused he was a Shudra; and how the Lord tilted 
his head from East to West — towards the back of 
the temple where Kanakadasa was weeping his 
heart out in utter despair. He concluded by asking, 
"Since Lord Krishna turned to the West, is it any 
wonder if everyone is today veering towards the 
West?" 


among umpteeen others. They all came mostly to take a 
look at the Tourist India Corporation set up by Pikale over 
there. But, by the time they left, they invariably came to 
realise that there was much more to Pikalewadi than 


tourism. 


Undoubtedly, tourism is going to be the big lure. 
But Pikale is not going to let himself be swept off his feet 
by the hordes of sight-seers. Recalls Jagdish Wagh: "What 
Pikale had in hand was just the land. He approached the 
Department of Town Planning to find out its status, divided 
It into three sections and set out to change the fate of the 
entire landscape. Zone ! was fertile land; so it was retained 
for agriculture, horticulture, so on. Zone II was degraded 
land; so it is being converted into an industrial belt. And 
Zone III, where Nature was at its best and deserved to be 
preserved in its pristine form, was earmarked for Nature 
Tourism", 


PROFILE OF A VISIONARY : S. V. PIKALE 16 


Wagh, for one, is against the term ‘Eco 
"because the ‘eco’ therein is often misunderstood 1 
‘economic’. In comparison, Nature Tourism is straight 
simple, easily understandable”. A Member of the Stat 
Wildlife Advisory Board, he feels that, amidst the mind 
tourism boom rippling through Goa in recent times, 
Pikalewadi is going to stand out like an oasis of calm, 


Adds Melville Pais, Chairman of Mehna Habitat, “a 
holiday spot with a difference" coming up at Pikalewadl: 
"Our membership opens the portals of Haciendas 
(tastefully built Spanish-Portuguese-style cottages) with 
plush interiors and modern amenities. Here you can have 
a holiday that lasts forever — a lifetime of fun and frolic 
with family and friends, a viable alternative to spending a 
fortune on a holiday home or a cottage. Where you can 
fight inflation, freeze accommodation rates and stop the 
clock. It is best suited to investors, tourists as well as 
holidayers". 


"My Karwar district is gifted with natural bounty | 
which is more astounding than that of the Alps range of - 


mountains in Switzerland, more beautiful than the majesty 
of the Niagara Falls in America", claims Pikale proudly. 
"Tagore was moved to enviable heights of creativity by 
the coastal line of Karwar. Here lies Adikavi Pampa's 
Banavasi, the grandeur of the Sahyadri range, Gokarn of 
the Swayambhu Shivling, Devi Mane which is a 
treasurehouse of Ayurveda, Shree Kshetra Yana with its 
immense rocky wonders which can vie with the barren 
beauty of the Rocky mountains. It has every chance of 
blooming into one of the biggest tourist attractions of 
India". That is one prediction which is bound to come true. 


Israeli culture and agri-culture 


In October 1996, Pikale went to Israel. There he 
had the occasion to interact on a different dimension with 
Maharashtra Chief Minister Manohar Joshi and veteran 
journalist Madhav Gadkari, leader of the Indian delegation. 
to the Jagatik Marathi Parishad. More than 30,000 Marathi 
-speaking Jews, originally from Maharashtra, have pitched 
their camp in the holy land, which Pikale rátes as "Heart 
of the world". He returned home highly impressed by both 
Israeli agriculture and their unique culture. 


‘Israelis a country which is small in area, but has a 
great reputation for hard work, devotion and dedication", 
notes Pikale. "The citizens of this country believe in their 
duties. For instance, the boys and girls there are required 
to undergo compulsory military training, which helps them 
in building national discipline and defending their nation 
whenever required. This country has given priority to 


vab strides they have made in agriculture, Israel 
main supplier of apples to most of Europe. The drip 
rigation system they have devised is the best model for 
iny country or State in any part of the world faced with 


Me ere oven Jose 
', points out Pikale. It grants several Jews the 
ight to return to Israel. Upon entry, they automomatically 
acquire Israeli citizenship. “In this country, the judiciary is 
supreme and independent. The common man gets justice 
speedily and without much cost. Though Pikale is 
enamoured of all these fascinating aspects of Israeli 
culture, what has left an indelible stamp on his mind is 
Ihe Israeli enterprise, which seems to have no bounds. 
And, right from the seedless grapes they have managed 
o grow to the novel methods of greening of the desert 

with just a few drops of water, he would like to 
import the knowhow to the land of his birth, particularly 


The agricultural segment of Pikalewadi is proof 
enough that, even before he witnessed the wonders 
worked by Israelis, Pikale was very much on the right 
track. This zone boasts of around 2,500 coconut tres, 
1,500 arecanut palms, apart form cashew (1,500), chikku 
(125), breadfruit (65), pear (55), plantains, bananas. lime, 
Papaya, black pepper, so on. Decorative plants are 
well and fast. Apart from Collem, Goa, Pikale 
has farms in Kerala, Karnataka and Maharashtra as well. 
One of the finest such properties is as Karjat, on the 
outskirts of Mumbai, where a petite and lovely week-end 
resort is blossoming on a 21-acre tract. The vines and 
trees there are already bulging with lucious fruits. Pikale's 
findings have revealed that Indian plantains are in heavy 
demand in Eastern Europe and Kumta's plantains are the 
best in the whole country. 


The industrial zone of Pikalewadi is already 
humming with electronic vibrations. Pikale iS also into 
horticulture, engineering, oil processing, construction and 


housing. Daughter-in-law Pooja (Shailesh Pikale s wife) 


PROFILE OF A VISIONARY : 5. V. PIKALE 


q 


Ta Goa Mine Owner's Association flashed an 
SOS to Pikale. Japan, one of the biggest 
importers of iron ore from Goa, had abruptly 
stopped the imports. Australia had offered better 
competitive rates, tempting Japan and tolling the 
death-knell of Goa's mines. 


Pikale flew to Japan immediately. The timing 
of his arrival in the Land of the Rising Sun was, 
however, not very auspicious. The day he landed 
there, the Pokharan nuclear test was the lead 
headline in most Japanese newspapers. Even 
before the main issue on the agenda could be taken 
up, the Japanese hosts pounced on him with "Why 
should a poor country like India waste money on 
atomic tests ?" 


Well aware of the Japanese allergy to 
anything nuclear — afterall their nation had just 
raised its head from the ashes of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. Pikale tackled the issue very 
diplomatically. “Today even the American dollar 
cannot face the might of the Japanese yen. But 
what was Japan till the other day and since the 
tragic aftermath of the Second World War? India 
was enslaved for centuries. Having just won its 
freedom, my country is still struggling to find its feet 
We need your help at this critica! juncture —the 
helping hand of the Asian brother who has set an 
example to one and all through a dramatic recovery 
Please don't let us down now". 


So impressed were the Japanese by Pikale's 
reasoning, they brushed aside all formalities and 
immediately renewed the iron ore import contract 
Back in Goa, Pikale was the adorable hero at a 
grand party hosted by the Mine Owners' 
Association. Its President Madhu Timblo went so 
far as to say "| shall make a gold statue of Pikale 
and install it at home". Pikale reacted with a smile 
and a suggestion, "Why not install it at my place » 


has already made forays into two areas—natural plants 
and artificial plants. An MSc (Botany), she is the 
propreitress of Pooja Nursery, with its outlet in Mumbai 
its green house at Karjat. If Pikale has his way - -he usually 
has his way, as those around him unanimously admit — 
she may also stray into the medicinal plants zone very 
soon. 


As for Pikale, just the list of companies of which he 
is the Founder-Chairman reflects the business acumen 


of the intrepid entrepreneur. They include 


1. Enarai Investment & Consultancy Services (India) 
Ltd. 


Ebers Pharmaceuticals Ltd. 
Canara Food Processors Pvt. Ltd. 
Tourist India Pvt. Ltd. 

Shree Katyayani Oils Pvt. Ltd. 
Hemgiri Oil Mills Co. Pvt. Ltd. 
Shailesh Engineering Pvt. Ltd. 


Hemant Engineering Industries Pvt. Ltd. 


o DNPH Ep 


Esvee Construction Co. Pvt. Ltd. 


. Pikale Industrial Estate (Development & Commercial 
Consultancy) Services Pvt. Ltd. 


_ 
e 


. Goa Ceramics Ltd. 


“+ 
-4 


Goa Teletubes Ltd. 
AISCO Engineering Pvt Ltd. 


o 
N 


13. 


He is also Chairman of the Tax Payers Association of 
India. 


Bridges of understanding for NRIs 


Back in October 1986, Pikale was in London as a 
part of a global tour. He was there to offer completely 
intergrated services to NRIs under one roof in the fast- 
changing competitive arena of corporate finance, 
merchant banking, portfolio management and project 
development. India, he told the people he met and the 
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audiences he addressed in the course of the he 
marathon tour, “is poised to enter the 21st cent 
strong and stable Government high credit rating 
international capital market and plans for massi 
industrialisation. In all likelihood, India will display ॥ 
greatest potential for growth in the coming decades". 


The course of events in later years has generat 
much scepticism regarding India's ability to encash tl 
opportunities coming its way. But Pikale continues | 
believe that *a new, dynamic and vibrant India, ful 
conscious of its inherent strengths and vast, untapp 
natural and industrial resources, will make 
unprecedented leap forward. NRIs have a vital role 
play now, more than ever before". The 1986 trip, whic 
was so fast-paced that it could beat the record of th 
fictional ‘Around the World In 80 Days’, generated as many 
as 162 enquiries and finalised project developmen 
contracts worth Rs 140 million 


Enarai was floated in October 1985. It went public 
in February 1986. Today Pikale and several other bigwig 
who provided a steely backone to the company have opted 
out of it. But, so long as he was in there, Pikale garnered 
so much of NRI investment that it is hard to believe one 
man could raise so much in such a short time. Now, at 
the age of even 70, Pikale is all game to give it a second 
try. The first time he did it, an American multinational bank 
made a spirited bid to grab him. Pikale, however, refused 
lo bite the bait. As a result, he could single-handedly - 
pursuade a large number of NRIs to rush home and invest 
in India. As a close confidant suggests, "If Dr Manmohan 
Singh had known about Pikale's potential, he would not 
have sought loans from the World Bank"@ 


a ee णत 


intelligence and native wisdom. Unfortunately, 
wevi this regionis not blessed with a medical college". 
I | Swamiji reacted to that with a pleasant surprise: “If 

going to start a medical college here, | promise to 
Rs 1 crore”. 


Pikale remembers that moment with a note of pride. 
a boy, he had to attend school against heavy odds — 
_ risking life and limb 
in order to learn the 3 ‘R's And here he was, nearly half a 
century later, gifted with the capacity of offering the best of 
education to others! ‘Live to learn, learn to live’ was his life- 
long credo — a credo which was all set to take a quantum 
leap in his own cradle! 


An acorn grows into a giant oak 


It is decades since mother Kamalabai planted a 
seed in young Shantaram's mind. The seed has since then 
borne a bunch of fruits. For the past 38 years, Pikale has 
_ been shaping up the Kanara College Society as its President 
| without a break. He has been a pillar of the Dr A V Baliga 
"Arts and Science College for years. He is President of the 

Smt. Kamala Baliga B.Ed. College andthe Shree Vidyadhiraj 

Polytechnic at Kumta; the Saraswati Mandir Education 
Society, Mahim, Mumbai; Smt. Kamalabai Pikale High 
“School and Gibbsons Association, an educational 
institution, both based in Kumta. (The full list is too exhaustive 
| to be accommodated here). 


Unemployment of the educated is a serious problem 
inGoa. Thereare an estimated over alakh jobless graduates 
on the live register of the State's Employment Exchange. 

. The main handicap of the legion of other less educated 
people and school leavers, who form the bulk of the State's 
over one lakh unemployed, is that, because they lack any 
technical training or qualification, they have no demand in 

- thejob market. Training this potential manpower in technical 
skills remains the main concern of the newly set up 
Manpower Development Cellin Goa. Pikale has, however, 
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A SANGAM OF BHAKTI, VIDYA, SEVA 


already contributed in his own small, yet substantial way to 
the welfare of Goan youths scratching their way up life's 
ladder. 


For Goan youngsters, the Shree Vidyadhiraj 
Polytechnic at Kumta may be on the other side of the 
border. But that has in no way stemmed the annual rush for 
the seats available there. Goans seem to have a particular 
aptitude for civil engineering. So a lion's share of these 
seats is bagged by them. As for the rest of the students, 
they hail from all over the country, thus spotlighting the 
extreme relevance of vocational guidance in the learning 


process. 
Embers that blazed into a flame 


While mother Kamalabai, in whose name Pikale 
started the Kamalabai Pikale High School at Kathgal in 
Kumta taluka in June 1966, kindled the love for learning in 
her son, maternal uncle Dinkar Desai, a great educationist 
and indefatigable social worker, fanned the embers and lit 
the flame. No wonder, Pikale, closely associated with the 
Kanara Welfare Trust, handed over the school to the Trust 
in October the same year. Remaining in the background 
ever since, he has been helping the development of the 
school as well as several other institutions run by the Trust 
with liberal donations. 


Education of the people was Dinkar Desai's life 
mission, and the permanent investment he made through 
the Trust to provide educational opportunities to the 
backward populace of Kanara is yielding rich profits from 
generation to generation. Apart from establishing 
educational institutions, the Trust undertakes medical and 
social welfare work, mainly for the benefit of deprived 
children and women, fosters among villagers the spirit of 
mutual aid, spreads among the people agricultural and 
other useful knowledge and creates in them the urge to 
improve their standard of living. Pikale is immersed up to 
his neck in almost all activities of the Trust. AsPresident of 
the Trust's fund-raising committee, he has helped a lot in 
reinforcing the backbone of Dinkar Desai's dream 


The Dr A V Baliga College of Arts and Science is 
anotherinstitution which is very dearto Pikale's heart. Built 
with the money liberally donated by Dr Baliga, the ace 
surgeon-cum-ideologist, it has been blazing trails over the 


ears with a large number of rank-holders. Its teaching 
iet init of a less than 15 PhDs. Pikale has chalked 
out big plans for its golden jubilee year due in 1999. 
Topping off his efforts may be the materialisation of the 
medical college (for which he got the blessings of H H 
Shrimat Vishvesha Teerth Swamiji) and an engineering 
college. He wants to emulate T MA Pai and create another 
Manipal in and around Kumta. 


The Sahyadri mountains (also known as the Western 
Ghats) pass through the very heart of Karwar district, one 
of the most undeveloped and neglected regions in India at 
one time. But no more. The way is being paved for the 
absorption of its people, who are extremely poor and 
belong to backward tribes and castes, into the soical 
mainstream. That includes Halakki Vakkals, aboriginal 
tribes who are traditional farmers, but mostly tenants 
without own lands. Believe it or not, today these one-time 
faceless people have children who have done B.A. and 
M.A., thanks tothe large-heartedness of practical humanists 
like Dinkar Desai and Pikale. 


Lest you mistake, Pikale is no regional chauvinist 
bothered about his own original backyard. The Saraswati 
Mardir High Schoo! at Mahim, Mumbai, was drowing in a 
financial crisis when he stepped in and rescueditinthe nick 
of time. Today the institution, which was almost sold off at 
one stage, has a Kalyan Mandap of its own, over 3,000 
students and enough surplus funds to put behind that 
nightmare. 


Sanghashakti — key to janata's mukti 


Pikale is a firm believer in people's power — 
sanghashakti. If people join hands and forge forward under 
the right leadership, nothing is impossible, he contends. To 
prove his point, he has been resorting to a novel strategy. 
Working on the theory that people are generally devout at 
heart, he has been either building new temples or renovating 
old ones with the co-operation of the locals. At the same 
time, he would prop up a school which is facing finacial 


PROFILE OF A VISIONARY : S. V. PIKALE 20 


* 
" 


stringnecy or build a new one, preferably adjace att " 
temples which have benefited from his largesse — 
unique combination of bhakti and vidya. 


Rabindranath Tagore went to England for higt 
studies, but returned home within 17 months becau 
“Englishmen have yet to learn the art of making educat: 
interesting", Pikale recalls. He also concurs with the gre 
poet on another point: that people are steeped in pover 
mainly because they are illiterate, Tagore set out to star 
school where the pupils will breathe an air of freedom ar 
where learning will be a joy, and set up Shantiniketan ¢ 
the model of the ancient forest hermitages. Pikale, on th 
other hand, has built schools and mandirs which breed a 
atmosphere of education with devotion, where the air 
naturally free and the mind is keen to soar to new height: 


ya 


As a prominent Lion, Pikale has got the best out o 
the Western model of sanghashakti too. At the Lions 
international Conference in America in 1970, he create 
quite a ripple by winning over the hearts of one and all with 
a quickie speech which said so muchin so shortatime. He 
had gone there with other Lions in two chartered planes 
and he returned with the satisfaction that he had convinced 
his global friends that India should be a major focus of their 
attention. 


Quite close to Pikale's residence at Mahim, Mumbai, 
there was a vacant plot earmarked for a garden. The 
Municipal Corporation one day arbitrarily decided to allot 
the plot to an adjacent hospital to construct a car park. | 
Pikale brought together the agitated local populace and 
approached the civic authorities. There he was confronted 
with quite a logical argument: since there were no funds to - 
build the garden, it was deemed fit to hand over the plot, 
encroached upon by anti-social elements, to the hospital. 
Pikale took the issue to court and convinced the judge that 
the locals had both the initiative and inclination to build the 
garden which the civic body was incapable of building. And 
he built it — a living monument to sanghashakti. @ 


Pe 
, the idol's feet. But unless you pray sincerely / The 
i ayer is incomplete". For Shantaram Pikale, lite 

a perennial prayer. No number of gods or gurus can 
satiate his eternal appetite. No amount of good work is 
. good enough for true salvation. To quote Kabir once again. 

“He who serves for some gain / Does not really serve. / 

Only selfless service of one and all / Does the world 

deserve.” 


Pikale's is a practical religion, rooted in the welfare 
of humanity. At the same time, he attaches immense value 
—. tothe wisdom of scriptures, the power of meditation and 
even rites and rituals which are often deemed irrelevant. 

Ethics in everyday life is all important for him. “Honesty is 
the best policy," he asserts, "Truth will triumph ultimately." 
Application of Srigandh and Kumkum stimulates the nerve 
centres, prodding the human mind to focus on good deeds, 
he points out. His sisters still recall the 'Calendar Temple' 
- images of gods cut out from calendars and pasted on 
the wall of his room —that young Shantaram had ‘built’ in 
his school days. In later years, Pikale raised new temples 
or renovated old ones; but that shrine on the wall occupies 
as important a niche in his heart as any of the others. 


On a devotional marathon 


On Maha Shivratri day every year, Pikale is sure 
to be there at Shirgunji, his native village. As dawn breaks 
out, you will find him at Shree Shirgunjeshwar Temple, 
bathing in the rays of the rising sun lighting up the Shivling 
in the sanctum sanctorum. Over to Kathgal, it is time to 
bow before Shree Shambhulingeshwar. From there, he 
would make a beeline to Gokarn to have darshan of the 
Atmaling of Shree Mahabaleshwar. The next halt will be 
just a few hundred yards away — Shree 
Chakravarteshwara Temple, with its fascinating crystal 
Shivling. Over to Aversa to do 'abhishek' of Shree 
Katyayani -Baneshwar and then it is all tne way to Goa to 
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pay obeisance to Kuladevata Shree Mangesh. By the time 
he reaches the Shree Mallikeshwara Temple at Collem, 
the site of Pikalewadi, for the last halt of the devotional 
marathon, the sun would be dipping on the western 
horizon. Believe it or not, Pikale has been scrupulously 
sticking to this holy schedule for the past 25 years ! That 
too on an empty stomach !! 


Thoughts on images, temples, etc. 


“Images of gods play an important role in the 
everyday life of Indians," notes Pikale. "Generally 
speaking, the image of the divinity is regarded as being 
merely an instrument to promote the worshipper's spintual 
life. The worship of images can be considered a means 
to realise a spiritual end. A Hindu temple can be looked 
upon as a microcosm o! the world. Like Hindu civilization 
itself, the temple was at once voluptuous and austere, 
rooted in earth, but aspiring for heaven. The temples of 
Goa are no exception to this." 


Although much of the glory of these temples was 
either destroyed or usurped, people's attachmen! to them 
is deep-rooted in their collective psyche, asserts Pikale 
"The temples that we see today were built after peace 
dawned on Goa once the Portuguese realised the folly o! 
driving out enterprising Hindus. The hidden images of 
deities were brought back or retrieved from their hiding 
places and temples were built with great patience and 
fortitude. Although all of the old glory could not be revived 
many of the practices and systems were restored. Thus 
the spiritual bond never broke." 


Pikale acknowledges the basic fact that the Vedas ^ 
do not talk of either idols or temples. At the same time, he 
stresses the point that the instincts of piety and 
benevolence are implicit in human nature. The temples 
and religious and charitable trusts in India, as also the 
Western countries, can be traced to these primary insticts 


DIP OF A LIFETIME IN THE GANGA 


IS HOLINESS Shrimat Satchidanand Saraswati 
H | Swamiji of Shree Kavale Mutt was on a piligrimage 
of Tirupati, Rameshwaram, Haridwar and Banares. After 
doing Ganga Pooja at the very fag-end of the tour, he 
was about to take the holy dip in the river. Hordes of 
devotees waited on the banks— waiting for H H Swamiji 
to climb down the last few steps and enter the waters. 
But the Swamiji seemed to be biding his time. Time 
ticked by, but the vigil continued. 


Everyone knew the reason for the seemingly 
unending wait. H H Swamiji was very keen that Pikale 
should be with him in Banares; but his dear shishya 
could not make it, because he was tied up with an 
important case in Mumbai. The Swamiji was well aware 
of that. All the same, he appeared to be anticipating 
the near impossible. When some disciples ventured to 
indicate to H H Swamiji the futility of it all, the Guru 
Justified himself, saying “My heart tells me Pikale will 
definitely come. Have patience. Let us wait a bit longer." 


Back in Mumbai, Pikale had won a surprise 
reprieve. The case in hand pertained to a Goan lady, 


in human beings. "Religion is a matter of faith with 
individuals or communities. All that we understand by 
religious purpose is that the object is to secure the spiritual 
well-being of a person according to the tenets of the 
particular religion which one believes in." 


One of his biggest concerns is the tragic tendency 
to forget that Hinduism is a universal gospel which aims 
at the brotherhood of man . "If we look into the true doctrine 
set out and illustrated in ‘Ramayan’ and ‘Mahabharat’, and 
if we study the history of the Bhakti Movement in India , 
we realise that Hinduism is the story of the oneness of 
various forces for the achievement of the highest ideals, 
viz. the ideal of ‘param moksha' and final salvation of the 
whole human race." 


"Names of gods do not make a religion, any more 
than the names of men and women make up their 
personality", Pikale points out candidly. "Each name of 
the supreme power is hallowed by the ecstatic religious 
experience of the seeker. It gathers around itself the light 
and fragrance and the healing strength born of the 
rapturous adoration of generations that have sought and 
found Him. Be it Shiva or Narayana, it is the same Being 
recalled by every devotee brought up to associate the 
name with the mystery of the universe and the urge of 
worship." 
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whose husband had died during a tour of America and | 
who was sought to be taxed heavily on the property | 
she inherited. In the course of his arguments, Pikale | 
produced a document which was in Portuguese. Since 
the judge did not know Portuguese and there was no 
facility at hand to procure a certified copy of the English 
version, the case was put off to a date a fortnight later. 


Overjoyed at the unexpected turn of events, 
Pikale, alongwith wife Mukta, caught the very next plane 
to Delhi and, from there, rushed over to Banares. And 
there he found his beloved Guru waiting for him on the 
banks of the Ganga, obeying the dictates of his heart 
and spurning aside the sceptics who would not heed 
the inner voice. 


Pikale was in his suit and he had not brought a . 
‘dhoti' with him. But, it was only after friend Tulsidas 
Sukhtankar lent him one and Pikale wore it that H H 
Swamiji took the holy dip with his pet disciple in toe. "It 
was a grand victory of Guru sankalp over rationalism" 
recalls Pikale, his eyes welling up with tears of stunned 
gratitude. 


Hinduism and other isms 


One of Pikale's fascinating interpretations is that 
of the relative merits and demerits of communism and 
capitalism: "The American model of capitalism entails 
sharing of wealth. The Russian model of communisum 
amounts to only sharing of poverty." If the concept that 
the body perishes, but not the atma — a cardinal principle 
of Hinduism — is coupled with the theory of rebirth and 
carried to its logical conclusion, there is absolutely no 
place for untouchability in Hinduism, argues Pikale. 
Hinduism makes communism irrelevant inasmuch as the 
brotherhood of man it envisages has better validity and 
stronger appeal than the emancipation of the proletariat 
and the camaraderie of Marx, Engels and Lenin. "Through 
the Bhagawad Gita and the Bhagawat, Lord Krishna has 
taught us that the ultimate aim of all existence is the 
salvation of mankind," notes the advocate against 
casteism, resting his case with a rhetorical question, 
‘Doesn't that mean nobody is high and nobody is low on 
this earth?" 


Rudraksha, rosaries and rituals do have a place in 
Pikale's extremely pious lifestyle. All the same, he believes 
in Kabir's wisdom : "Telling the beads for eternity, / Your 
heart has coiled into retreat. / Drop the beads, my friends, 


(Co anocesr Fru & THE PICK OF A sam ) FRUIT & THE PICK OF A SHAWL 


| Ex TAX COMMISSIONER Anantram lyer was a great devotee 
of H H Shrimat Shankaracharya of Kamakoti Peetham. When he 
came to know that the Swamiji, a centenarian, was camping al 
Gulbarga, Anantram dragged friend Pikale along. He knew Pikale 
would go even to the Antarctica if it meant the lifetime opportunity of 
meeting a genuinely holy man. 


Anascetic of legendary repute, H H Swamiji was surviving those 
days on nothing more than a single fruit and a glass of milk a day 


Though thousands of bhaktas would line up bearing tons of fruit 
offerings. he would pick only one out of the entire lot. Pikale was only 
one among a legion thronging past the Swamiji. But, as luck would 
have it, it was from the tray laden with fruits that he held out that the 
sage picked up his meal of the day 


As Anantram was complimenting Pikale over his extraordinary 
good fortune, he was in for yet another surprise. When they were about 
ot go in to seek the Swamiji's blessings, Anantram, sighting the shaw! 
that Pikale had on his tray, cautioned him “His Holiness does not touch 
even silk. Itis no use expecting him to accept your hand-woven shaw! 
Yet, surprise of surprises, the Swamiji received Pikale's offering — a 
gesture which he remembers with immense gratitude. 


/ And pick up the heart's rosary beat." bullwork of faith 


Karl Marx defined religion as ‘opium of the people 
For Pikale, religion is “nothing else but love of God and 
man”. He asserts, "The world is my country, all men are 
my brothers and to do good is my religion". Despite the 
exacting demands of a successful practice as a tax 
counsellor, he is actively connected with numerous 
institutions of public benefit — temples, mutts, schools 
colleges, charitable trusts, the Servants of India Society. 
the All India Saraswat Cultural Organisation and the All 
India Saraswat Foundation. All his spiritual and religious 
pursuits are telescoped into the single-minded belief 
'Dharmam rakshati rakshitah' (Safeguard Dharma, it will 


Vedanta does demand renunciation; but it is the 
renunciation of attachment, not of work or duties, nor of 
goals and ideals, propounds Pikale, the practical 
philosopher. Rather than wait to reap the fruits of his pious 
acts in some other world or some other life, the man in a 
hurry seeks salvation here and now. "When | worship God 
from my heart / Tears come to my eyes. / When He floods 
me with so much joy / Who needs paradise?". 


Safeguard Dharma, it'll safeguard you 


Ramakrishna Paramahamsa saw the Divine Mother 
in wife Sharadadevi. Pikale, deprived of maternal love 


most of his life, rediscovered it in ‘Guru Mavali' — Gurus 
who have felt God with their hearts, not just their spinal 
cord. Though he belongs to Kavale Mutt, Pikale has been 
the binding force of the Saraswat community as a whole, 
embracing threee other Mutts — Kashi Mutt, Gokarn Mutt 
and Chitrapur Mutt. The ‘Guru Mavali' have filled the void 
in him left behind by mother Kamalabai. He has 
reciprocated the love and affection in good measure, 
dedicating his life to the preservation and consolidation 
of religious and charitable institutions, which form the 
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The faith of AISCO, formed in November 1971 in 
the wake of the silver jubilee celebration of the Chitrapur 
Mutt Dakshina Saraswat Sangh, is that the Saraswat 
ethos is a major and healthy component of the national 
ethos, and that its rejuvenation and consolidation are a 
vital and urgent patriotic task. The Saraswat ethos is not 
the image of a religious sect or caste, but the embodiment 
of a historical tradition of leadership in the arts of war and 
peace, and of a distinctive and purposeful way of life 


WHEN GURUKRIPA HUMBLED 
THE HEAVENS 


IS HOLINESS Shrimat Shankaracharya of 
H Dwaraka was being felicitated at Bharatiya 
Vidya Bhavan, Mumbai. Noted jurist Nani 
Palkhivala was scheduled to make the welcome 
speech. When he failed to tum up, Pikale was asked 
to fill the slot. As always, the ‘Palkhivala of Goa’ 
rose to the occasion. And how! He narrated a story 
on ‘Gurukripa’ to illustrate the point that nothing is 
impossible if the blessings of the Guru are with you. 


There was a king— an enlightened ruler with 
his people's good at heart. Unfortunately, he had 
no children. One day, when Narad Muni graced 
his palace, the king bared his heart; and Narad 
promised to convey his gnef to Lord Vishnu. Vishnu 
sent the Muni to Lord Brahma, who revealed the 
distressing truth: Fate had decreed that the king 
will have no progeny. Bent on accomplishing his 
mission, Narad went over to Lord Shiva; only to be 
told in categorical terms that not even the Gods 
could alter the lines of fate writ on the hapless king's 
forehead! 


Narad, unable to stomach this 'injustice' done 
to a noble king, escorted the royal couple to Bhrigu 
Maharshi. The duo stayed at his ashram for long, 
doing 'guruseva' with utmost devotion. Pleased at 
this, the Maharshi one day blessed the queen with 
a child. 


When the prince was born, Narad, puffed up 
with pride, dashed off to Vaikunth. There he found 
Vishnu doing obeisance to seven images made of 
mud. Startled, Narad asked the Lord, "How can you, 
the Lord of three worlds, stoop to idol worship?" 
And Vishnu told him, "These are Saptarshis, who 
have won the hearts of all the gods. None can defy 
their command or violate their blessing. If 
'Gurukripa' is there, nothing is impossible". 


H H Shrimat Shankaracharya was so 
impressed with Pikale's version of ‘Guru mahima', 
he dwelt on mainly that in the discourse he gave 
that day. 


emerging directly from the ancient culture of Aryavarta. 
Despite the division of the community into geographical 
groups with a low level of mutual communication, the 
sense of common identity has survived, and the tradition 
of the front rank in all humanitarian and national activities 
is still clear enough to be noticed. A lively awareness of 
that tradition, a cultivated ambition to maintain and improve 
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it, a refinement of the Saraswat way of life to set the : 
for other social groups in the country, constitute the cent 
objective to which AISCO is dedicated. 


It was T A Pai who mooted the proposal of setting 
up an umbrella organisation of all Saraswat institutions in 


the country. Pikale picked up the gauntlet on the spot 
and set up AISCO, following it up with the formation of a 
trust. The All India Sarswat Foundation, a non-sectarian 
national service trust, which crystalised within three 


months of the birth of AISCO, provided financial muscle - 
to the latter, since donations to AISF are wholly tax-free 


because of 80G exemption.As the Foundation’s sphere 
of activity is among the educated middle class, it started 
functioning like an intellectual co-operative. Its initial 
activities — publication of ‘Samykta Saraswat’, a quarterly 
journal, and a series of tracts and books named ‘The 


Saraswat Sanmarg Series’ -- vindicated its noble ideals — 


in good measure. 


Pikale followed it up with the rejuvenation of yet 
another body — All State Kashmiri Pandits Conference 
(Shree Sanatan Dharma Yuvak Sabha), Shitalnath, 
Srinagar, founded in September 1970. What spurred on 
his efforts were the tales of atrocities committed on 
Kashmiri Pandits in their homeland and the plight of those 
who were marooned outside Kashmir. At the World 
Kashmir Pandit Conference held in Siri Fort. Delhi; in 1993, 
he orchestrated most convincingly the legitimate claims 
of these Saraswats. So much so, the Human Rights 
Commission of the United Nations Organisation, which 
was till then sitting on the fence on the Kashmir issue, 
ultimately opened its mouth in fervent defence of the 
Kashmiri Pandits' rightful place in their lost homeland. 


Summit of four Saraswat Swamijis 


Pikale's deep dedication to a revival, resurgence 
and renaissance of Saraswats climaxed in a grand summit 
in Mumbai on December 23, 24 and 25, 1972. Under the 
banner of AISCO and AISF, Pikale brought together on 
one platform for the first time four revered Gurus—H H 
Shrimat Dwarkanath Teerth Shripad Vader Swamiji of 
Shree Gokarn Partagali Jeevottam Mutt, H H Shrimat 
Satchidanand Saraswati Swamiji of Shree 
Gaudapadacharya Samsthan (Shree Kavale Mutt), H H 
Shrimat Sudhindra Teerth Swamiji of Shree Kashi Mutt 
Samsthan and H H Shrimat Parijnanashram Swamiji of 
Chitrapur Mutt. He repeated the historic feat with further 
embellishments in Delhi in 1978. putting up the four 
Swamijis ( H H Shrimat Vidyadhiraj Teerth Shripad Vader 
Swamiji of Shree Gokarn Partagali Mutt in the place of 
his Guru) and their Ishtadevatas under one roof. 


je shifted to Cochin. The fourth and fifth 
mits were in Delhi in 1976 and 1978 respec- 
rely. The fifth also witnessed the opening of the 
hi branch of the Shree Gaudapadacharya 
jamsthan (Kavale Mutt) at Greater Kailash. On 
21 this year, AISCO and AISF would be 
- their silver jubilee in Mumbai with great 
fanfare. On that occasion, they would join hands to 
felicitate Pikale (Chairman of one, President of the 
other) who has been leading the way since a 
| quarter century ago. 
"m No doubt, Pikale's links with the various 
Mutts are forged in the anvil of faith. At the same 
time, the burning problem of taxation of religious 
and charitable institutions — an issue which he has 
tackled with zeal and finesse and crusading spirit — 
has brought him closer to them still further. He has 
been primarily instrumental in highlighting the 
inherent defects in the taxation and social legislation 
‘jin India to the detriment of such institutions. He has 
fought tooth and nail the Governments over — 
enthusiasm for socialistic implementation of reli- 
gious ideals which could wipe out all charity, culture 
and religion from the face of this country. In the 
bargain, he has succeeded in placing all such 
institutions on a much firmer footing than one 


thought it possible. 


It is not possible to recount here in detail the 
contributions that Pikale has made to the various 
mutts. Nor is it possible to write elaborately on how 
diverse spiritual leaders have moulded his mental 
outlook and influenced his way of life. All the same, 

it is imperative that the gist of it all is presented in 
a nutshell. 


Shree Kavale Mutt imbroglio 


When H H Shrimat Satchidanand Saraswati 
Swamiji took charge as the 76" Swamiji of Shree 
Gaudapadacharya Samsthan (Shree Kavale Mutt) 
in 1949, he was barely 13 years old. The sudden 
samadhi of H H Shrimat Poornanand Saraswati 
Swamiji placed a heavy burden on his tender 
shoulders. As a result, by the time he came of age, 
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the Mutt affairs were in a state of flux. One section 
of the Kulavees, unhappy over the mode of 
functioning of Khandeparkar, the administrator who 
had been assigned the task of helping out the 
Swamiji, had resorted to litigation, which dragged on 
and on for years. So much so, H H Swamiji could 
hardly stir out of the Mutt, let alone go on a 
pilgrimage or attend to several vital issues which 
demanded his urgent attention. 


Fed up with the stalemate which had 
virtually pained him, H H Swamiji one day sum- 
moned Shantaram Pikale to his presence and urged 


THE CAR WITH A BAD OMEN 


HIS HOLINESS Shrimat Shankaracharya 
of Badrikashram, Jyotir Mutt, was coming to 
Mumbai on a visit to Shree Kavale Mutt at 
Walkeshwar. Thousands were assembled at the 
Santacruz airport to welcome the sage. Mumbai's 
Sheriff Batra was among the lot, and he was 
there in his Mercedes-Benz, which had been 
issued a pass to go right up to the aircraft to 
receive the Swamiji. 


The plane bearing the Swamiji landed, 
Batra's driver switched on the ignition, but the 
Mercedes would not start. Upset, Batra looked 
around and found Pikale, who too was there in 
his own Mercedes. Relieved, Batra gave Pikale 
the pass and requested him to do the honours. 
Pikale did, only to find that the Swamiji was 
unwilling to shift to Batra's latest model Mercedes 
even after if started purring smoothly. In fact, 
during the entire month he pitched his camp in 
Mumbai, H H Swamiji utilised only Pikale's car for 
transport. 


No doubt, Pikale was supremely happy 
over the privilege that fate had conferred on him. 
But he was totally taken aback when the Sheriff, 
who was unlucky to lose the privilege, died within 
a few days of the incident. Did the sage of 
Badrikashram have any inkling of what was in 
store in the womb of time when he refused to 
change his vehicle? 


him to somehow break the gordian knot. Pikale was 
in a fix. “I am a mere income tax expert. There are 
other better suited for this onerous responsibility", 
he pleaded. But H H Swamiji was quite firm. "Shree 
Shantadurga has decreed that you shall handle this. 
There is no scope for second thoughts", the Swamiji 
said, offering Pikale phal-mantrakshat and wishing 
him success in his venture. 


V D Muzumdar, an ex-Income Tax Commis- 
sioner, was the leader of the anti-Khandeparkar 
lobby, consisting of 16 stalwarts of the Samaj. When 
Pikale went and met him, he was in for a surprise. 
"You are a god-send", gushed Muzumdar, tears in 
his eyes. For long he was beset with so many 
difficulties, reinforcing his belief that the source of 
his grief was the rebellion he spearheaded. A 
meeting of the dissidents was organized at Pikale's 
place soon after. Addressing the group, Pikale 
pointed out that the unseemly imbroglio it was 
enmeshed in did not behove well for Shree Kavale 
Mutt, the oldest source of spiritual solace for the 
Saraswat community as a whole. Pointing out that 
nothing can be more tragic than the sons rebelling 
to the detriment of a father-figure like H H Swamiji, 
he urged them to bury the hatchet and drop the 
case for the good of one and all. 


The dispute was formally resolved at a 
historic meeting held at the Shree Kavale Mutt 
branch in Banganga, Walkeshwar, Mumbai. The 
dissenting group surrendered to H H Swamiji and 
did pada pooja. It was resolved at the meeting that, 
then on, all religious matters will be vested in the 
hands of H H Swamiji, while non-religious and 
administrative issues will be handled by a trust of 
Dharmadarshis set up for the purpose. The trust, 
comprising stalwarts of the Samaj, would function 
in an advisory capacity. 


Not surprisingly, Pikale was picked up by 
H H Swamiji as the first Trustee as well as Secretary 
of the trust. Soon after, he went on a renovation 
spree, doing 'jeernoddhar' of the Mutt branches in 
Maharashtra, Karnataka, Goa, Uttar Pradesh, so 
on. At Walkeshwar, Mumbai, the anti-social ele- 
ments occupying the open space adjacent to the 
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Mutt posed a problem. Thanks to Pikale's 
Shree Poornanand Co-operative Housing Soci 
consisting of 60 houses, sits pretty on that pl 
today. 


Tax relief and 'Shashwat Seva' 


Realising that the Mutt will continue to faci 
a financial crunch unless it got relief on income t 
and wealth tax, Pikale went to Delhi. He met Prim 
Minister Morarji Desai (who had written the prefa 
to his book 'Income Tax Law In India — A Practica 
Guide’), who, in turn, sent him to Union Financ 


Minister H M Patel. Patel, who benefited from the 
meeting with Pikale (See box story : Reprieve for 


rajahs) and was convinced by his case, granted the 


Mutt tax exemption under 10 (23) C of the I-T act. 


The exemption came into effect on 31.12.1976. 


Not content with that, Pikale devised an 
ingenious means, ‘Shashwat Seva’, to stabilise the 
Mutt still further. If anyone paid over Rs. 500 for an 
annual pooja in anybody’s name, the amount was 
put in fixed deposit and the interest amount utilised 
to meet the expenses of the pooja. The pooja may 
be in the name of the father or mother, to mark a 
birthday or a marriage anniversary, so on. This 
system has become the norm in all branches of the 
Kavale Mutt. In the process, the routine poojas and 
Prayers are carried out very smoothly, without the 
hassle of a fund crunch. What very few people are 
aware of is that the pioneer of this concept was 
Shantaram Pikale. 


Having straightened up most of the Mutt's 
affairs, Pikale decided it was time for celebration. 
Ever since H H Swami ascended the gaddi at such 
a young age, he had not enjoyed a single breather. 
Now was the time for a long overdue teerth yatra 
~ Tirupati, Rameshwar, Haridwar, Banares, so on. 
It was also time for the silver jubilee celebration of 
H H Swamiji’s 'sanyas deeksha' — a joyous event 


which Pikale organised on a grand scale at the Birla 
Kreeda Kendra, Mumbai. 


gag 


; je All India Saraswat Foundation (AISF). 
earlier published similar other meaningfu 
s — 'Dharmabodh', 'Shree Skandpuran 


It was pooja time when Shantaram Pikale 
reached the Gaudapadacharya Mutt at Kavale to have 
„darshan of His Holiness Shrimat Satchidanand 
Saraswati Swamiji. There was one more person come 
‘to seek the Swamiji's darshan — Vinayak Narayan 
Shenvi Dhume, a veteran historian who had toiled an 
entire lifetime researching on the temples and deities 
of Goa. Back in 1980, H H Shrimat Vidyadhiraj Teerth 
| Swamiji of Shree Gokarn Partagali Jeevottam Mutt had 
| conferred on Dhume the title of ‘ltihas Visharad' at 
_ Ramanathi Temple, Ponda, Goa. Yet now, in the winter 
| of his life, Dhume was burdened with a fat manuscript 
| and a heavy heart. 
| When Pikale arrived on the scene, H H Swamiji 
| greeted him with a blessing as well as a command. 
"You have come at the right time on an auspicious day. 
Here is a book you must publish. Generations will 
remember you and Dhume for this." The reference was 
to Dhume's manuscript of 'Devbhoomi Gomantak’, 
which had no takers among even the rich industrial and 
business magnates of Goa despite its commendable 
intrinsic worth. 


"| agreed at once", recalls Pikale with a sparkle 
in his eye. “I did not ponder for even a moment about 
the pros and cons of taking a blind plunge into 
publishing, a field totally foreign to me. | thought ‘Itisa 
labour of love for me too!’ He brought the manuscript to 
Mumbai and placed before the managing committee of 
the All India Saraswat Cultural Organisation (AISCO) 
at its very next meeting. And all, without exception, gave 


The summit of summits 


By 1978, the stars of Shree Kavale Mutt were on 
the ascendency, and that was the year the Mutt set up its 
Delhi branch due to a stroke of good luck. Ace Hindi film 
hero Manojkumar, Pikale's client, offered him a lovely 
bungalow at Greater Kailash, a choice spot in the national 
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their consent to the publication under the banner of the 
All india Saraswat Foundation (AISF). The book was 
released at the hands of H H Swamiji in 1988 at Shree 
Mangeshi Temple, Ponda, Goa. On the occasion, His 
Holiness conferred on Dhume the title of ‘Itihasacharya . 


“For us, the Dakshinatya Saraswats, Goa is a 
'Punyabhoomi' closely linked with our spiritual 
aspirations", explains Pikale, trying to logically justify à 
decision dictated by his heart rather than his head. 
“Such is the irresistible hold of this land, such is its 
charm for us. You may well ask, what is it that keeps 
us bound to this place, although some of us are 
thousands of miles away? One of the most important 
factors, as | could reason out, is our linkage with our 
sacred temples, the temples of our Kuladevatas in Goa. 
The temples are not just temples. They are veritable 
institutions evolved under unique socio-economic 
conditions." 

Pikale takes immense pride in the fact that “our 
dauntless and farsighted ancestors protected our 
Kuladevatas from savage onslaughts (during the 
Portuguese regime in Goa in particular), carrying them 
to remote places, hiding them from Iconoclasts and 
doing ‘Punarpratishta' whenever and wherever possible. 
This shows their commitment to dharma, to their unique 
way of life evolved over the centuries and their abiding 
love for a distinctive cultural heritage. ॥ won't be an 
exaggeration to say there is no other example of this 
type and of this magnitude anywhere else in the 
country." 

As for Dhume, who "stimulated a study of our 
historical archives and love for the grandeur of our 
cultural heritage", Pikale feels that no amount of profuse 
praise is enough to commend even the essence of his 
invaluable feat. H H Shrimat Satchidanand Saraswati 
Swamiji had once declared that "In Kaliyug, 
sanghashakti is supreme". By undertaking the mission 
of publishing 'Devbhoomi Gomantak’, ordained by H H 
Swamiji, AISCO (the book was brought out to celebrate 
its 15th anniversary) and AISF contributed their mite to 
vindicate the wisdom of His Holiness's words. 


capital, tor a mere Rs 6 lakh. Pikale, in turn, suggested 
to the star, a Saraswat brahmin from Uttar Pradesh, to 
pass it on to Shree Kavale Mutt. The plot is worth à couple 
of crores now. But what Pikale treasures most is the 
grandest of all spiritual sangams he organised there. 


The inauguration of Shree Kavale Mutt's new 


CHITRAPUR MUTT'S CLASSIC CASE 


hen H H Shrimat Parijnanashram Swamiji of 

Chitrapur Mutt set up à deer park and a 
‘Vriddhashram’ (old people's home), he was 
accused of misapplication of the Mutt's funds. A 
case was filed against him under Section 5 of the 
Bombay Charitable Trusts Act. During the hearing 
before the Charity Commissioner at Belgaum, 
Pikale created quite a sensation. The marathon 
deposition of eight days saw him quoting from the 
Vedas, the Upanishads, epics like Ramayan and 
Mahabharat to prove H H Swamiji was right and 
his detractors wrong. 


Pikale spoke of the ashrams of yore — 
hermitages of Kanwa, Valmiki, so on — alive with 
birds and beasts which lived in harmony with 
humans; of the life of calm, self-control, purity and 
renunciation led by the sages and sanyasis; of 
man's communion with the woodland and, through 
it, with the universe of life. He recalled the deer 
that gave company to Shakuntala; he analysed the 
modern sociological problem of alienation of the 


aged and the feeble from nuclear families; he 
highlighted the need to build special ashrams to 
house the old and the lost. He spoke spiritedly in 
defence of the pathological lab set up by H H 
Swamiji by terming it an essential ingredient of 


concepts like 'Vasudaiva kutumbakam', 
'Sarvejanah sukhino bhavantu', so on. He reminded 
the Commissioner of Charaka and Sushruta and 
other masters of medicine in ancient times. 


At the end of it all, the Charity Commissioner 
laughingly asked Pikale, "Are you a lawyer or a 
sanyasi?" And he dismissed the case against the 
Swamiji. 


H H Shrimat Parijnanashram Swamiji was 
very fond of Pikale. Like in the case of the other 
mutts under his care, Pikale got tax exemption for 
Chitrapur Mutt too. But, apart from handling well 
the Mutt's legal and tax matters, Pikale impressed 
HH Swamiji with his visionary dream of intergration 
of the entire Saraswat community. Such was his 
affection, at Pikale's request, H H Swamiji drove 
all the way to Kathgal to open the Shree 
Shambhulingeshwar Temple. 


branch was timed with the 5th conference of the AII India 
Saraswat Cultural Organisation. !t witnessed the arrival 
of four Swamijis — a repeat of Pikale's feat at Shivaji 
Park, Mumbai, in 1972. On the ground floor was H H 
Shrimat Sudhindra Teerth Swamiji of Shree Kashi Mutt 
Samsthan with Ishtadevata Shree Vyasa Raghupati. On 
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the first floor was H H Shrimat Vidyadhiraj Teerth SI ipa 
Vader Swamiji of Shree Gokarn Partagali Jeevottam M 
with Shree Veer Vithal Ramadeva. The second floor wa 
occupied by H H Shrimad Satchidanand Sarasv 

Swamiji of Shree Gaudapadacharya Samsthan (Shree 
Kavale Mutt) paying obeisance to Shree Bhavani Shankar. 
On the third floor was H H Shrimat Parijnanashrai 
Swamiji of Chitrapur Mutt worshiping Shree Bhavani 


Shankar. 


What is more, Pikale got the Vice-President of India, 
B D Jatti, to grace to occasion. Jatti said he could be 
there for only five minutes. He ended up staying there for 
three hours! Jatti inaugurated the Shree 
Gaudapadacharya Dhyan Mandir on the occasion. 


There was a deeper purpose behind Pikale's choice 
of Delhi for setting up the Mutt branch—integration of 
Kashmiri Pandits, who had become rootless on being 
hounded out of their homeland. Delhi being the new home 
of a large number of these Kashmiris, Pikale rallied them - 
to the Mutt and got them admitted to its fold. For the 
hapless race, marooned without a mutt and without a 
Guru, the lifetime opportunity to rediscover their faith and — 
regain their roots cannot be easily forgotten. What Motilal - 
Nehru failed to accomplish when he started an All India 
Saraswat Organisation, Pikale did with extraordinary ` 
foresight and admirable planning. 


Rare honour of choosing a Shishya 


Highly appreciative of Pikale's organisational ability, 
H H Swamiji assigned him yet another tough task. He set 
up Shree Gaudapadacharya Shishya Sweekar Samiti 
under Pikale's presidentship and assigned him the 
responsibility of scouring far and wide for the right Shishya. 
After an exhaustive search and shortlisting of 9 vatus, 
16-year-old Govind Sanzagiri, son of Somnath Kashinath 
Shastri Sanzagiri of Mumbai, was picked up for the rare 
honour. For organising the Shishya Sweekar Mahotsav, 
H H Swamiji then formed a committee (on 15.1.1994), 
with Pikale as its President. Over Rs 10 lakh poured in 
for the event, which was to stretch over four days, from 
Fébruary 27 to March 2, 1994. 


Since Shree Kavale Mutt is the Adi Mutt, it was 
imperative that the other Mathadheeshas too were present 
at the event. So Pikale led a group to H H Shrimat 
Sudhindra Teerth Swamiji of Shree Kashi Mutt Samsthan, 
who was camping at Moodbidri, Karnataka. The next halt 
was Shree Tirumala Venkatramana Temple at Bantwal, 
where H H Shrimat Raghavendra Teerth Shishya Swamiji 
of Kashi Mutt was camping. The vatu was then escorted 
to Prayag, Uttar Pradesh, to the Kalpavasa Yatra Shibir 


"—Aw—-— x. 


is. 


- . Notthat age has diluted his zeal or enthusiasm even 
a wee-it. Even now he is busy working out many things 
for further rejuvenation of the Mutt, one of them being 
building a beautiful ashram along Karwar's shoreline. 
Vamanashram Trust had 14 gunthas of land, leased out 
, Mino aonan a pot 
because of the failure to develop the plot. 
Pikale pursuaded the Trust to let the Shree Kavale Mutt 
Trust take over the property to build a four-storeyed 
structure. Pikale's another ambition will be fulfilled when, 
to time with the golden jubilee of his Sanyas Deeksha, H 
H Shrimat Satchidanand Saraswati Swamiji performs the 
'shankusthapan' of the Shri Satchidanand Saraswati 
Golden Jubilee Hall on February 20, 1997. 


: Pikale is handling a legal dispute involving Shree 
Kavale Mutl's property at Walkeshwar, Mumbai. If it is 
resolved favourably, the Mutt will benefit to the tune of 
crores. 


Shree Kashi Mutt Samsthan 


It was H H Shrimat Sudhindra Teerth Swamiji who 
assigned to Pikale the income tax matters of the Kashi 
Mutt Samsthan as well as those of the Shree Varadendra 
Charitable Trust. Pikale got for the Trust tax exemption 
under 80 G of the Income Tax Act. 


For Pikale’s 60th birthday, which was celebrated 
at the Saraswati Mandir High School, Mumbai, H H 
Swamiji arrived all the way from Banares and presented 
him the prestigious Saraswat Ratna Award. Once again, 
on February 2, 1997, H H Swamiji came over from Cochin 
to Rang Sharada theatre at Bandra, Mumbai, to felicitate 
Pikale on his reaching the milestone of 70th year. At the 
same venue, he unveiled for public darshan a diamond- 
Studded gold Saibeen which is to grace Pikale's 
Ishtadevata Shree Katyayani of Aversa, in Kumta taluka 
of Karnataka. He also released an audio cassette, 
'Anugrih', dedicated to Pikale by the singer, M S Kamath, 
and containing songs hailing Shree Katyayani and Pikale's 
four revered Guru Swamijis. 


The Saraswat community in Mumbai was 
celebrating Ganeshotsav together. When a dispute arose 
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A DATE WITH POPE PAUL VI 


eg 1962. Pope Paul VI, the highpriest of 
Roman Catholics all over the world, was in 
Mumbai to attend the Eucharistic Congress. A 
friend, well aware of Pikale's breadth of outlook in 
religious matters, promised to procure a couple of 
passes which would place them at a vantage point, 
as close as a mere hundred yards from the Pontiff. 


Pikale waited for long, but there was no sign 
of his friend. On a mere hunch, he made his way to 
the holy shrine of Don Bosco, the patron saint of 
the destitute and the downtrodden. The 
presumption was that, since the Pope had high 
regard for Don Bosco, he would definitely pay a 
visit to the shrine. 


The hunch proved absolutely right. As the 
Pope approached the shrine, Pikale found himself 
among the few Christian priests and other VIPs 


handpicked to greet their supreme guru. Such was 
his personality, even the security people did not 
accost him. In fact, the Archbishop asked him, "Is 
the security okay?", possibly mistaking him, tall and 
majestic, for a security official. And Pikale nodded 
a calculated "Yes". As the Pope entered the portals 
and walked towards the pulpit, he shook hands with 
those lined up along the aisle. Pikale was one of 
the fortunate lot. 


The next day, the friend was ali apologetic 
over letting down Pikale. He had been delayed by 
half an hour and, in the melee around the venue, 
he had been unabie to locate Pikale. When the latter 
told him what had transpired the previous day. the 
friend shook his head in tota! disbelief. 
Overwhelmed, he congratulated Pikale over his 
good fortune and kissed the hand that had shook 
hands with the Pope. 


among the followers of different mutts, Pikale was 
appointed as arbitrator. As per his suggestion, given in 
1971, separate Ganeshotsavs are being held since then— 
Shree Gokarn Partagali Jeevottam Mutt at Wadala, Shree 
Gaudapadacharya Samsthan (Shree Kavale Mutt) at 
Walkeshwar, Shree Kashi Mutt Samsthan at Sion under 
the auspices of Seva Mandal. 


Shree Gokarn Partagali Jeevottam Mutt 


A startling fact is that, when the Ganeshotsav row 
was resolved, HH Shrimat Dwarkanath Teerth Shripad 
Vader Swamiji of Shree Gokarn Partagali Jeevottam Mutt 


made Pikale Founder Trustee of the newly founded G S 
B Sarvajanik Ganeshotsav Samiti, whose trust deed was 
prepared by Pikale at H H Swamiji's behest. It was 
startling for many because Pikale is a follower of Shree 
Kavale Mutt. It goes to Pikale's credit that he has remained 
in that position of a Dharmadarshi ever since and smoothly 
managed the celebrations, which last 10 days and have 
entered the silver jubilee year. 


Pikale has procured tax exemption for Shree 
Partagali Jeevottam Mutt too. He also prepared the trust 
deed of the Shree Dwarkanath Charitable Trust and got 
tax exemption for the public trust on the donations given 
by devotees. When the Gold Control Order came into 
effect and the Mutt's gold in the form of gold bonds was 
frozen, it was once again Pikale who argued the Mutt's 
case in the Bombay High Court and won back the gold. 
All the three voctories took place in the wake of H H 
Shrimat Vidyadhiraj Teerth Shripad Vader Swamiji issuing 
a 'Rayas Patra' to Pikale appreciating his service to the 
Mutt and appointing him as Chairman Trustee. 


On 20.8.1994, on the occasion of his ‘Suvarnabdhi 
Mahotsav', H H Swamiji, doing 'Chaturmasya' at 
Kalyanpur, felicitated Pikale with a 'Manapatra' and a 
shawi for his muitiple role as President of the All India 
Saraswat Cultural Organisation, Chairman of the All India 
Saraswat Foundation and Trustee-Chairman of the G S 
B Sarvajanik Ganeshotsav Samiti. Pikale, in turn, 
presented to H H Swamiji Rs 1,51,000 to make a ‘Suvarna 
Prabhavali' for his Ishtadevata Shree Ramdev. 


H H Swamiji will be in Mumbai this year to do 
‘Chaturmasya’. The occasion will also witness the golden 
jubilee celebrations of his 'pattabhishek'. It is going to be 
celebrations galore — silver jubilees of G S B Sarvajanik 
Ganeshotsav Trust's Ganeshotsav at Wadala, the AISCO 
as well as the AISF. God willing, Pikale hopes to organise 
on the occasion a mega event—a Vishwa Saraswat 
Sammelan. 


Maharshi Dundiraj's ‘Beej Mantra’ 


Pune's Dr Vinod Dundiraj was Vice-President of 
the World Parliament of Religions. He could stay alive 
meditating in an air-tight and oxygen-less glass chamber. 
He had wowed Westerners with his Yoga feats. Pikale 
set out for Pune to meet the Maharshi, but got stuck ina 
traffic jam, which threatened to delay him by hours. 
Realising that the only way out of it was through action, 
Pikale got down from his car and approached the spot of 
the accident, which had help up traffic for so long. Such 
was his bearing that the policemen, who where arguing 
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till then, stopped the haggling, saluted the majestic í 
— they mistook him for a ‘Bada Saab' who had co 
mufti — and cleared the bottleneck!. ` 


When Pikale arrived late, Dr Vinod greeted him 
aware of all the reasons for the delay, as it he was 
eyewitness to all that had transpired so far away. 
followed it up with yet another surprise. He chose Pi 
for 'Beej Mantra Upadesh', a once-a-year initiati 
accorded to only a lucky few. However, the Guru too w 
in for a surprise. His new-found shishya asked, "Wh 
shall | offer you as Gurudakshina?" — an offer which made 
the Maharshi burst into tears of joy. He explained: "I hav 
gifted the mantra to so many so far. Yet you are the firs 
one to offer to give, not just take". 


The Guru then told Pikale: “| am living in a two- 
room tenement. | don't mind it personally; but it is posing 
great inconvenience to those who come to meet me. Since 
you pointedly asked, let me tell you. | wish | had my own 
ashram, but | don't know how to materalise that dream." 


On his return to Mumbai, Pikale met with 
industrialist Arvind Mafatlal. Shanti Mandir Trust, with 
Mafatlal as its President, was formed soon after. As the 
fund-raising got into full swing, Pikale worked another 
miracle. He called on the Mayor of Pune, who had high 
regard for Maharshi Vinod, and got sanctioned a plot of 
land at Ganeshkhind. Shanti Ashram sprouted on it. 


Getting initiated to 'Beej Mantra' is the privilege of 
only a chosen few. Pikale has made it a point to choose— 
an inevitable choice that — his Guru to grace so many 
occasions. That includes the inauguration of the first office 
of S V Pikale & Co. on Hamam Street, the second at 
Tardeo, so on. 


A garland for Shringeri Jagadguru 


Gurus seem to be Pikale's life-breath. So, when 
he came to know that H H Shrimat Sankaracharya of 
Shree Shringeri Peetham was in Mumbai to reopen the 
renovated Siddhi Vinayak Temple at Prabhadevi following 
its jeernoddhar' at the expense of quite a few crores, he 
rushed there with two garlands — one for the God, the 
other for the Swamiji, 


There was quite a melee. So it was Stipulated that 
only one garland, only for the deity, will be allowed inside. 
Pikale would not accept that. He took in two and offered 
one to Siddhi Vinayak and the other to H H Swamiji. The 
latter invited Pikale to Shringeri, which he did alongwith 
wite Mukta. H H Swamiji blessed him there and gifted 
him a blessed coin — one which Pikale has preserved 
quite close to his heart. 


ale's pet passion is 'jeemoddhar of temples. The 
beneficiaries of his divine fervour are 


He strayed into some of these temples and gudis. 
som of them strayed into his life by what seems, by 
Shirgunjeshwar Temple 

H A man was collecting firewood in a forest. One 
“night, in a dream, he saw a flame. The next morning, when 
he went in search of the flame, he found a Shivling at that 
spot. He rushed to Venkatrao Pikale and informed him of 


the happening. Furthermore, he expressed the fond wish 
that a temple should be built around the Shivling. 


Venkatrao's son Shantaram had come home to 
Shirgunji from Mumbai. The father took his son to the 
Shivling and expressed the wish that a temple be built 
there during his lifetime. Venkatrao's health was some - 
“what delicate at this juncture. So his son decided to go 
about the task post-haste. 


Something strange happened when Shantaram 
Pikale returned to Mumbai. He got a new client — a 
gentleman by the name Kagal, an Executive Engineer in 
the Bombay Municipal Corporation. He was about to 
become an Assistant Commissioner, but the chance was 
blighted by his superior. All that Kagal needed was a 
formal recommendation letter; but Municipal 
Commissioner Pimputkar dug up some flimsy issue from 

his old records and sent the file to the CBI. Kagal was 
suspended for six months. 


When Kagal approached him with his case file, 
Pikale told him, "I can win this case. But the fee will be in 

- kind, not cash." When the surprised client raised his 
eyebrows, Pikale told him, “I want you to build a temple 
for me”. The case was won, Kagal was reinstated with 
full back wages, but he was asked to report on duty only 
six months hence! "That was nothing but divine 
providence", says Pikale, his tone full of conviction. “But 
for that, the temple may not have been built’. 


The Kagal family was transplanted to Shirgunji for 
six months. Pikale took some leave and joined them there. 
He gave a helping hand to the villagers who were doing 
'shramdan', carrying huge boulders from the banks of the 
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STRING OF TEMPLES, BEADS OF FAITH 


Aghanashini to the temple's site. Shree Shirgunjeshwar 
Temple raised its head in record time. “It was only after 
that that my father died", remembers Pikale, his eyes 
glistening with unshed tears of joy and satisfaction. 


Shree Shambhulingeshwara Temple 


Pikale's attachment to this temple is for two 
reasons: One, the renovation took place because of 
people's initiative, following the formation of a citzens’ 
forum. All that he himself did was to pitch in with more 
funds. Two, H H Shrimat Parijnanashram Swamiji of 
Chitrapur Mutt heeded his request to inaugurate it and 
himself drove quite a distance from the faraway Shirali. 
The opening took place on 3.3.1976. 


Shree Mallikeshwara Temple 


Situated at Collem, the site of Pikalewadi on the 
Goa-Karnataka border, the temple is quite an attraction 
for the locals. Whenever the village fair takes place, they 
converge at the huge sabhagrih (hall that was inaugurated 
on 22.3.83), the venue of entertainment programmes. As 
a token of their appreciation and gratitude, the villagers 
presented to Pikale a sterling 'Manapatra' at a function 
attended by Goa Minister for Culture Desai. 


Shree Vishweshwara Temple 


We were there when it happened. It was on 
28.12.1996. Pikale,invited to lay the foundation stone of 
a new building, promised so many things to the temple's 
Jeernoddhar Samiti members in just one breath. “Afterall 
it was here, at this Hondakkal, that four generations of 
Pikales lived", he recalled, offering a silver plating for the 
temple door and a silver palki in the name of his parents 


The greatest Devi in his life 


Way back in 1959, when R S Prabhu, à resident of 
Dockyard Road, Mumbai, visited the Shree Katyayani- 
Baneshwar Mandir at Aversa, he was in for a shock. Even 
the 'nandadeep' was unlit! Nor did there exist any 
provisions for pooja!! Pained to the core of his heart, 
Prabhu, on his return to Mumbai, moved heaven and earth 
to ensure some restoration efforts at Aversa. The lucky 
break came when he was told to meet Pikale. Prabhu 
knew Pikale. What he was not aware of was that Pikale 
was among the Kulavees of Shree Katyayani. Nor could 
he have imagined the speed at which Pikale would work 
the miracle. 


Once again, as luck would have it, HC Banavali, a 
law graduate, came to meet Pikale. He had worked for a 
while in the Sales Tax Department. If only he could get 
some table space somewhere, he was keen on turning 
independent. In the course of the talk, Banavali revealed 
that he was a devotee of Shree Katyayani. Not only did 
Banavali then became a partner of Pikale, the duo became 


TEEN DEVIYAN 


he first Devi was mother Kamalabai, who bore him, 

brought him up and engraved on his heart the true 
meaning of 'Matru devobhava'. The systematic manner 
in which she moulded his life with tender care, evening 
out the rough edges at so many twists and turns, even 
when he was far away from her, is truly remarkable. If 
one were to state that Pikale's achievements ofan entire 
lifetime are a small tribute to his mother's greatness, 
there is not even an iota of exaggeration in it. 


The second Devi in Pikale's life is Mukta, his 
grihadevata'. She brought him good luck, which has not 
rün out to this day. She took such total and complete 
charge of his life, (Pikale admits) she not only ran the 
household smoothly, but brought up the children almost 
single-handed. If Pikale could materialise his mother's 
dream, at least half the credit goes to his better half. 


The third and foremost Devi, with the firmest hold 
on Pikale's life, is Ishtadevata Shree Katyayani, the 
motherof the entire universe. Even though his Kuladevata 


Secretary and President respectively of the Shree 
Katyayani Society, which took birth in Pikale's office. 


For the past 38 years, the Society has been going 
from strength to strength. Banavali continued in the 
Secretary's post till his death in 1995. The changes that 
have taken place over the years at Aversa, thanks to the 
Society, need to be seen to be believed. An impressive 
Mahadwara greets the Kulavees and devotees right on 
the main road leading towards the temple. As you near it, 
you see a Kalyan Mandap on the right and visitors' 
quarters on the left. Closer still, there is the gudi built for 
the local God. As you near the sanctum sanctorum, 


covered with dazzling silver-plating all over, you sight a 


silver palki behind the bars of a closed room. 


Come February 20, 21 and 22, 1997, Aversa will 
witness a grand event, Diamond-studded Gold Saibeen 
Samarpana Mahotsav, on the day of Magha Shudh 
Poornima. The Saibeen, made in Madras, was unveiled 
in Mumbai for public darshan on February 2 at the hands 
of H H Shrimat Sudhindra Teerth Swamiji of Shree Kashi 
Mutt Samsthan. It will be formally dedicated to the 
Goddess at Aversa during the three-day event. The 
celebration will witness a series of Mahayagnas —Shata 
Chandi, Maharudra, et al. H H Shrimat Satchidanand 
Saraswati Swamiji of Shree Gaudapadacharya Samsthan 
(Shree Kavale Mutt) will lead the 'Digvijayotsav'—the 
procession bearing the Saibeen in the forefornt. 
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happens to be Shree Mangesh-Mahalaxmi, the Goddes 
installed in Aversa, in a temple whose ceilings look like 
an inverted boat, has remained the oar of his life. Since 
1959, When the Society of Shree Katyayani was 
established, Pikale has remained its President. And, 
believe it or not, ever since, for the past 37 years, he has. 
addressed the Mahasabha of the temple during the 
arinual utsav on Ashwin Shudh Poomima day every 
year. f 
In 1988, Pikale was on a world tour to canvas 
funds from NRIs. So hectic was the marathon global 
jaunt, on the eve of that auspicious day, Pikale found 
himself thousands of miles away from his Ishtadevata— 
half the way across the globe in America. Back at 
Aversa, the Kulavees and devotees were plunged in 
gloom in Pikalemam's absence. Their hero, however, 
did not let them down. He materialised before his Devi 
minutes before the ‘maharadhana'. Having kepthis date 
and obtained Her blessings, he flew back to America to 
fulfil the commitments he had left halfway there. 


The Saibeen has a strange genesis. When Project 
Seabird of the Indian Navy threatened transplant of the 
Shree Katyayani-Baneshwar Mandir, Pikale and other 
devotees made a solemn promise: If the contingency was 
averted, they promised to dedicate to their Ishtadevata a 
gold Saibeen. Pikale approached Delhi, reasoned with 
Vice Admiral Jayant Nadkarni and averted the impending 
disaster. Now that the crisis has blown away, as if by 
divine intervention, the Kulavees and devotees led by 
Pikale have fulfilled their pledge. 


By a divine coincidence, Pikale, a long-time ardent 
devotee of Shree Katyayani, is entering his 70th year in 
1997. So, on the last day of the Aversa Celebrations, he 
will be felicitated by the Shri S V Pikale Saptati 
Samarambh Samiti. The Samiti, constituted with 
Karnataka Industries Minister R V Deshpande as its 
President, has 10 Vice-Presidents—Suresh Prabhu, ex- 
Union Industries Minister and MP, Adhik Shirodkar, MP, 
Justice D M Rege, D M Sukhtankar, V N Nadkarni, B R 
Advalpalkar, Admiral Jayant G Nadkarni, Dr K K Pai, T 
Ramesh Pai and T Narayan Pai. The Secretary is MM 
Prabhu and the Treasurer is R G Shenai. 


The Members of the Committee are L S 
Subramanian (Baroda), Kishore K Aversekar (Mumbai), 
N S Rao (Mumbai), V V Pai (Mumbai), K P Prabhu 
(Mumbai), Harish V Kulkarni (Mumbai), Chandrashekar 
Prabhu (Mumbai), K S Bhat (Mumbai), Dr D P Dhempe 


Mumbai), Or S V Nadkarni (Mumbai), R S Bhagwat 
Kumta), V S Sonde (Sirsi), S A Kasarkot (Sirsi), S P 
tamat (Karwar), Dr S R Pikale (Karwar), R N Nayak 
Hubli), Sudhakar D Shanbhag (Belgaum), Kishnakumar 
4 Pai (Belgaum), Vithoba S Prabhu (Ankola), S A Kamat 
Aversa), R G Kare (Goa), Venkatesh P Shanbhag (Goa). 
3 K Pikale (Goa), Jagdish Wagh (Goa) and Vasudev P 
3hanbhag (Goa) 

The countdown for the big day at the 'Jagrut Sthan’ 
at Aversa has already bequn. On the appointed day, the 


Saibeen will be formally dedicated to Shree Katyayani in 
the presence of two Swamijis—o! Shree Kavale Mutt and 
Shree Gokarn Partagali Mutt. It will also witness the 
felicitation of Pikale and the release of his pictorial 
biography —"Profile of a Visionary’. It is the story of a 
man who believes in Kabir's following doha 


"A river gives a lot, but flows no less 
Don't you see? 

Give away your wealth generously, 
You won't less wealthy be" 


Union Minister Mrs Margaret Alva honouring Pikale and presenting him a memento at the Vishwa Konkani Sammelan. 


HOW KONKANI FOUND ITS VOICE ON THE AIR 


mein) and Pikale are synonymous in more than one 
way. He arrived at the 21st convention of the All India 
Konkani Parishad (held.in Mumbai on January 18 and 19, 
1997, under the auspices of the Konkani Bhasha Mandal) 
with heartening news. He had succeeded in pursuading the 
Charity Commissioner to grant 50 per cent income tax 
exemption on donations over Rs 500. As Honorary Adviser 
to the Mandal, the pioneer organisation working for the 
assimilation, preservation and consolidation of Konkani 
culture and heritage, Pikale had managed to do what was 
not done since the Mandal came into existence way back 
in 1942. 


In December 1995, while presiding over a conference 
on linguistic minorities at the first ever Vishwa Konkani 
Sammelan at Mangalore, Karnataka, Pikale argued 
forcefully, upholding the constitutional rights of Konkanis 
as a major minority community. As President of the Mumbai 
Regional Reception Committee of the Sammelan, he was 
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instrumental in raising a substantial an t to make the 
global meet a grand success. His contribut 
acknowledged when Union Minister Margaret Alva felicita 
him at the international meet 


What is 
helping Konkani to 


however, little known is Pikale JT 
find itS voice A ndia Rad 

An jy his multifar 
roles ncluded secretaryship of Cultural Society 
Debating Society, Drama Society, Mi Circle 
Sangh, so on, was the stewardship of Konkan 


happened when he was in college 
which 


In those days, there were no Konkani programmes on radio 


Pikale one day met AIR's Mumbai Station Directo 
alongwith other Konkani enthusiasts. The gentleman was 


so impressed by the reasoning, he forwarded the sugges 

to Delhi immediately. As luck would have it, Dell last ed 
the green signal almost instantly and Konkani went on the 
air — a coup that very few people know about 


SHRI S. V. PIKALE 
B. A. (Hons) LL.B. 
Advocate, Supreme Court 


SHRI GIRISH S. PIKALE 
B. Com (Hons), A.CA, LL.B. 
Advocate, High Court 


DR. HEMANT S. PIKALE 
M.S., D.N.B. (Paed Surg.) 


SHRI SHAILESH S. PIKALE 
B.Com. (Hons), LL.B. 
Advocate, High Court 


MRS. DHANISHTA S. SHANBAG 
B.Com (Hons), L.L.B. 
Advocate, High Court 


HIGHLY QUALIFIED FAMILY 


SMT. MUKTA S. PIKALE 
Educated in England 


MRS. LEENA G. PIKALE 
B. Com. (Hons) 


DR. (MRS.) SANGEETA PIKALE 
M.D., D.G.O., F.C.P.S. 


MRS. POOJA PIKALE 
M.Sc. (Botany) 


MR. SHARAT S. SHANBAG 
B.Com (Hons), LL.B., F.C.A. 
Chartered Accountant 

Gold Medalist 


Shantaram Venkatrao Pikale is the head of one huge family. Its size defies the 
normal concept of a domestic unit; it swells to the dimension of ‘Vasudaiva 
kutumbakam’. Pikale has moulded all those near and dear to him into one 
harmonious whole, wrapping them up in a warm cocoon woven out of bonds of 
love and affection. There is practically none in the entire family who has not tasted 
the nectar of his benevolence. So here goes the Pikale saga, starting off from that 
sweet moment — when the Prince Charming met his Princess Bride. 


a 


Groom Shantaram (just cleared IAS written test ). Bride Mukta (just returned from England ), 


A new chapter begins. 
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Registration of marriage. To the bride's left is her father G K Rao, Secretary to B G Kher, the Indian 
High Commissioner in London. Behind her is her brother Dr Mohan G Rao 
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Pikale's father Venkatrao, Municipal Commissioner P R Nayak, ICS, and father-in-iaw G K Rao 
at the wedding reception. 
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Mukta as ' Seemantini क 


T Š if 


The near and dear ones who attended the 'Seemantini ' function. 
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Hemant , Dhanishta and Girish. With Hemant 


The grandpa with all grandchildren. 


The grandchildren with maternal grandpa and grandma. 
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We four : Dhanishta, Hemant, Shailesh and Girish. 


1 
97A AP, 


| p 
7. "Ne. 


Girish with Col. P G Rao's family in Dehli 
where he was in school for one year 
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En masse Upanayan Samskar : Mukta leads Matrubhojan offered to vatus, including Girish (seen below too). 


Hemant with papa Pikale. Dhanishta at Bhau Beej. 
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Hemant in princely attire a With Shailesh and Dhanishta. 
em : 
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All set to ride off with a proud papa looking on. 
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Twenty-five years together spent 
Became a reality what was dreamt. 


y, 


Wedding bells 


(Clockwise) 


Dhanishta weds Sharad Shanbag 


31.5.85 


Girish weds Leena 


31.12.85 


Dr Hemant weds Dr Sangeeta 


3.12.88 


Shailesh weds Pooja 


12.12.93 
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At Girish’s 
marriage reception 


Pikale, Vasantrao Dempo and the bride's father, 
Goa industrialist R G Kare, with the couple 


Girish and Leena with their parents. 


Pikale greets Goa Minister Harish Zantye 
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The bridal couple with the Pikale family members. 


The wedding couple, Hemant and Sangeeta, with the Pikale The bliss of marriage 
and the Nadkarnis, the girl's parents 
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With a VIP, Pramod Navalkar, at Guruganesh hall, Sion Mumbai. 
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Shailesh and Pooja got married at Vidyadhiraj Bhavan, the newly built spacious hall at Mathgram, Madgaon. 
Below: The decoration of the marriage mandap was breathtaking. 


श्री विधाधिरम भवन 
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The couple flanked b 
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y the Pikale family with rich flo 
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wer arrangement overhead. 
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Shailesh and Pooja with her parent 
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Members of the Pikale family lined up to welcome Pooja. 


i 
S in their bungalow at Vasco. 


The Pikales then and now (below) with a touch of Holi colour. 
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The vintage years begin. 
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Hemant and Raghu stand guard on Mukta's 60th birthday. 
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Divine 60th birthday blessings from H H Shrimat Sudhindra 
Teerth Swamiji of Kashi Mutt. 


EN D | 
Swamiji places a shawl around Pika 
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Swamiji giving the coveted Saraswat Ratna Award to Pikale 


T ! 
... and blessing him. 
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The citation of the Saraswat Ratna Award reads as follows : 


SARASWAT RATNA AWARD 
BY 
A.I.S.C.O. 
PRESENTED AS 
A TOKEN OF THEIR WARM TRIBUTE 


TO 
SHRI SHANTARAM VENKATRAO PIKALE 
ON HIS ENTRY INTO THE 60TH YEAR 
IN DEEP APPRECIATION OF 
HIS DISTINGUISHED WORK AND 
ACHIEVEMENTS IN THE FIELD OF 
EDUCATIONAL, INDUSTRIAL, 
RELIGIOUS AND SOCIAL SERVICES 
AT THE SACRED HANDS OF HIS 
HOLINESS SHRIMAD SUDHINDRA 
TEERTHA SWAMIJI OF SHREE KASHI 
MATH SAMSTHAN ON TUESDAY, 
THE 26TH DAY OF JANUARY, 1988 
REPUBLIC DAY. 
ALL INDIA SARASWAT FOUNDATION 
ALL INDIA SARASWAT CULTURAL ORGANISATION. 
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Girish and Leena celebrate their wedding anniversary. Below : Shantaram and Mukta with grandchildren 
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A at | 
Gaurav displays spiritual inclinations, 
in the footsteps of his grandpa ! 


Gauri with ‘Mirror, mirror on the wall.’ 


Vishal plays it cool with parents and grandparents. 
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JAYASHREE 


PRAKASH H AMITA 
ADITI | | APOORVA | - 


UDAY & | | UJWALA 


RAGHU & WIFE SHRUDHA 


LAKSHANA | [ ajay | 


| SHWETA | VINESH 
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All in a row at Prakash's wedding. 
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The gateway to the past ... 
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The ancestral hom 
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The Hondakkal house, 


where Uday lives. 
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Raghu's house in Goa 
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The pooja room at his home. At his thread ceremony (26.1.93), Vinesh is confering with Goa Chief 
Minister Ravi Naik, while Goa Industries Minister Suresh Parulekar 
has an aside with his father. 
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Temple view at Shailesh Ku 
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SHANTALA 


dk’. 
tir : The house Vithal Pikale lives in. 


VITHAL PIKALE'S FAMILY 


SAKU 
(SHANBHAG) 


NAMRATA ROHIT 


Shantaram Pikale with Vithal's family. 
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Vithal wife Ramabai. 


RAMABAI PIKALE 


BRS 


Vimal, Shantaram's elder sister, with her husband Kasbekar in pooja room 


VIMAL'S FAMILY 


NAND VIMA 


APPAJIRAO T KASBEKAR 
KASBEKER 


SHIVANAND BHAVANISHANKAR 
(MADHU) 
ISHAL 
RAHUL RASHMI 
SINDHU AQA 
(MAJALI REKHA A 
z- BHENDE MUJUMDAR 
PRABHA 
PREETI BRIJESH NADKARNI) RADHIKA KEDAR 
ANAGHA ASHWIN 
SIDHARTH 


Pikale with the Kasbekars. At right are Vimal's son Bhavanishankar and 
his wife Uma and child Vishal. 
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The Pikales and he 
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Madhu (extreme right), Vimal's eldest son, 
and Sindhu (extreme left), her eldest daughter. 


Prabha, Vimal's second daughter, with the Pikales 
alongwith her husband and daughter. 
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Pikale with youngest sister Kusum’s family. 


KUSUM'S FAMILY 


GOVIND S I KUSUM (INDIRA) | 
WAGH WAGH | 
USHA | | 
PRALE MANGESH [DURGAPRASAD | 4 
n T ae! J 
(3 l | 
BANESH SAMPADA DARSHAN - 2 
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Kusum's residence. 


Kusum in her youth 
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Atop the Eiffel Tower, the crown of Paris. 


From the hills and dales of Kashmir roaring falls of Niagara, from 
the flowerwatch of scotland to the cartoon world of Disney- 
land, pikale has seen a lot. He has rubbed shoulders with 
Mahatma Gandhi at Madama Tussaud's Wax Museum, pat- 
ted Ronald Reagan on the back outside the White House, 
ridden the ship of the desert on the Egyptian sands and tasted 
the fruits of Israeli genius in the Holy Land. A few glimpses 
of the pictorial saga. 
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Stills from a film that Shantaram never made 
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Jhuk Gaya Aasman: Shantaram and Mukta. 
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Kumar Hemant with Mere Sathi. 


-- 


Star son Kumar Shailesh 
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Do Phool, Chaar Aankhen. 
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Hum Safar at Matheran 
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The Taj at their fingertips. 


1 | 


A love story . 
retold. 
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In Jaipur 


At Fatehpur Sikri. 
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OF MAHATMA GANDHIJI = MEA 
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In Porbandar. In Gir Forest. 
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The Lioness of Gir. 


At Bhairaveshwer Kshetra Yana. 


The rock WO 


nders of Yana, in North Kanara, Karnataka. 
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Over to the USA, the Land of Promise 


At New Jersey. 


At Atlanta City. 


At Hollywood. 
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In disneyland. 


At Niagara Falls 


Visit to Ford Motors 


On the banks of the Thames. 


M P, | 
adame Tussaud's Wax Museum, London. 
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During Europe tour. 
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At Alderney, Liverpool 


In Switzerland 


Roaming around Rome. 


In China 
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In Tokyo. 
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Birds of a feather: Three lawyers - S E Dastur, S V Pikale and 
Mahabaleshwar Morje on the Singapore beach 


ale is a great admirer of Israeli culture 
and agri-culture. 


Pik 


In the company of Maharashtra Chief Minister Manohar “Ce 
veteran journalist Madhav Gadkari, leader of Indian delegati : 
at the Jagatik Marathi Parishad at Israel in October 1996. | 
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t Matheran - seeking the origin of the species 


With Gariya Dhar. the S 
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9f the deity at Shrinathji Mandir, in Satadar Village of Palitana, Gujarat. 
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INCOME TAX 
LAW IN INDIA 
A Practical Guide 


S V. PIKALE & M. C. BANAYALI 


NEW 
13, 1967. 


As the structure of the 
economy becomes diversified so do 

the opportunities for earning 

incomes become complex. It istherefore 
inevitable that the Income-tax 

law should be comprehensive. While 
attempts are being made to simplify 

tne Income-tax law end its proce- 

dures, the Income-tax law for the 

time being in force will still need 
experts to interpret it. 


Messrs Pikale and Banavali 
have tried in their book to make the 
income-tax lew easily understandable 
by giving practical illustrations on 
the scope of the various provisions 
of the Act. The book gives valuable 
information to a student of income-tax, 
to an income-tax practitioner and to 
all those appearing for commerce and 
other examinations. 


I am happy to observe that 
the authors have made an attempt to 
present the income-tax law in a 

manner which will essist the tax-payer 
in discherging his statutory responsi- 
cnr and claim the benefits available 
o him. 


Morarji's foreword to his book launched Pikale into the big league. 

His timely intervention saved a legion of Goans from the tax dragnet. 

He has bailed out princes with meagre privy purses, mutts 

overshadowed by taxation, stars caught in a jam because of basic 

ignorance of law. This 'Palkhivala of Goa’ even turned Japanese 
frowns on Goan mines into beaming smiles. 
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TAKE - OFF : Pikale and his partner H C Banavali flanking Dr Vinod, who | 
inaugurated the Fort office of S V Pikale & Co in 1958. 


S. V. PIKALE & Co. 


dvocates 
(INCOME TAX-SALES TAX-LABOUR) 


~ 


Second coming : Opening of the Tardeo branch in 1968. 
Justice Chitale was the chief guest and Dr Vinod presided. 
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Pikale shares a moment of joy with Dr Vin 
who initiated him the Beej Mantra. 
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SLEEK & STYLISH : New look of the Fort office ] @ | 
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artners (top left) Girish. S Pikale (top right), Shailesh S Pikale and (below) the staff at the Tardeo branch; 


S V PIKALE 


ADVOCATES 


Dayanand Bandodkar, Chief Minister of Goa, Daman and Diu, 
inaugurating the Madgao office of S V Pikale & Co. in 1964 


f b un 

I V Wem 
EI AENIL 
" t9 


| ALF AIATAR Acosta. , 


E 


— 
= 


^ > 


=- 


d’ Ts 4 * ID 


he Madgao office premises on the first floor of Sambhari House 
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With Dayanand Bandodkar, S S Tinaikar and other dig 
inauguration of the Madgao office. 


Sharing a few thoughts with Dayanand Bandodkar (right) and S 
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SHREE 


KATYAYANI CHAMBERS 


p 
New premises of S V Pikale & Co, Madgao branch, at Shree Katyayani Chambers 


New look of the old premises of Pikale & Co, Madgao branch, 
at Sambhari House after reconstruction 
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E | , 
H H Shrimat Satchidanand Saraswati Swamiji of Shree Kavale Mutt 
inaugurating the new office premises of Madgao branch at 
Shree Katyayani Chambers on 14.10.1994. 
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ale Speaking on the occasion i 


ence of the Guru Swamiji and Shishya Swamiji of Kavale Mutt. 


68 


T 


Staff members at work. 


69 


With Union Industries Minister T A Pai and H H Veerendra Hegde of Dharmasthala at the 
inauguration of the Mangalore branch of S V Pikale & Co. in 1972. 


Q > मल 
uirish Pikale becomes a lawyer and joins Pikale & Co. as a partner. 
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Golden moment : The Pikales, Shantaram and Mukta, at the 
Silver Jubilee Celebrations of S V Pikale & Co. in 1983. 
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ikale with his partners H C Banavali and Girish. 


With wife and son. 


Pikale speaking at the All India Tax Advocates 
Association on being elected its President in 
February 1974. 


With Justice J C Shah (right), who presided, and 
Nani Palkhivala (below), chief guest. 


With Mr Justice N D Kamat (above) and 
Mr Justice G N Vaidya (below) at the All India Tax Advocates Association's function 
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Pikale elected Vice-President of the Ali India Tax Advocates Association in 1973. 
Mr Justice S M Sikri, Chief Justice of India, presided. 


Pikale being honoured by Mr Justice Y V Chandrachud, 
Chief Justice of India, at the All India Lawyers Conference in 1978. 
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With a K Sen, ex- | Í 
4 ^ sen, ex-Law Minister of India, on being elected Vice-President of 
the All India Tax Advocates A 


ssociation in 1973. 
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Attending the Commonwealth Lawyers Conference under the auspices of 
the International Bar Association in 1982. 


On a professional tour of America 
with partner H C Banavali. 
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Pikale as member 

of the Indian la 
delegation to the 
USSR and East 
European countries | 
1978. He also Visiteg 
China, Hong Kong an 
Singapore in 1981 te 
study comparative 

legal systems, 


Outside (top) and inside (left) the 
Israel Supreme Court. 
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n takes over as Chairman-cum-Director of Ebers Pharmaceuticals, 
which was oversubscribed several times and went public. 


There is something proverbial about the 'Pikale touch' -- a touch of class. Entre- 
preneurs normally specialise in a particular field and spread their wings. Pikale, 
however, displays variety and dexterity. As Chairman of Enarai Investments & 
Consultancy Services (India) Ltd. (oversubscribed several times), he went on à 
whirlwind tour and lured crorepatis to India. Spurning tempting offers from mul- 
tinationals, this lone ranger has stuck to the home soil, making forays into agri- 
culture, horticulture, tourism, electronics, engineering, oil processing, construc- 
tion and housing -- a many-splendoured performance indeed ! 


cL 


NON- a à 
£g IS: 
TAXATION 
INVESTMENT 

IN INDIA 


N 


S.V. PIKALE 
GS, PIKALE 


VIANI NI LNAWLSAANI 
XVL :SINKIISTH- 
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Nani Palkhivala, his role model. 


"This book comes out at a most opportune time when the subject of investment by 
non-residents is much in the air. People who are required to deal with these problems will 
find the necessary guidance, both legal and procedural, succinctly set out in this book.” 


N A Palkhivala 

Senior Advocate, 

Supreme Court of India, 
Ex-Ambassador of India to the USA. 
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A party given in honour of Pikale in London, where he had gone to canvas for NRI Investment in India. 


MINISTER OF STATE FOR FINANCE 
INDIA 


NEW DELHI 


24th August, 1984 


FOREWORD 


Shri Pikale, who is the co-author of the present book needs 

no introduction. His earlier book on "Income-Tax Law in India" 
| jointly authored with Shri, Banavali was welcomed by all concerned, 
] be it tox practitioners, tax gatherers or tax payers. The present 
book fulfils a long-felt need. 


The book explains in a simple lucid style the various complicated ] 
provisions of the Direct Tax Laws relating to Non-Residents 
and the corresponding provisions of the Foreign Exchange Regulation | 
Act with special reference to Tax Planning and Foreign Investment. 


Many books have already been written on the subject. 1 am happy 

that Shri S.V. Pikale and Shri G.S. Pikale, prominent advocates 

on the taxation side from Bombay, who are also concerned 

with economic development on a scientific basis have made 

a worthy attempt to lucidly explain the various aspects of non- 
resident capital investment in the context of the economic | 
policies of the Government of India and the existing taxation 
laws. The book also contains the various circulars issued by 

the Central Board of Direct Taxes for ready reference. 


The authors with their vast experience have done a commendable 


job in bringing out a book useful to all concerned. 1 am confident 
the book will find wide readership in India and abroad. 1 wish 


the authors success ín thís new venture. 


L S.M. KRISHNA pe 


The foreword was for Pikale’s book ‘Non-Residents : Taxation & Investment in India’ 
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President Giani Zail Singh throws an admiring glance at the book. 
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A copy for President S Venkataraman 


^a. Mi^. 


.. and another for President Shankar Dayal Sharma 
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H H Shrimat Satchidanand Saraswati Swamiji of Shree Kavale Mutt blesses the author. 


-— 


pubes. 


Maharacht,. 
Maharashtra Chief Minister Manohar Joshi admires the book. 
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} H Shrimat Vidyadhiraj Teerth Swamiji of Shree Gokarn Partagali Mutt alongwith the Board of Directors 
f Enarai Investment & Consultancy Services (India) Ltd. 


sitting (left to right): Satish Shah (Businessman), Mukesh Mehta (industrialist), H H Swamiji, Girish 


ikale (Advocate) and Pankaj Parekh (Businessman). 


standing (left to right): Girish Joshi (Scientist, NASA), Nilesh Parekh (Businessman), L M Nadkarni, ICS 
Retd) (Ex-Chief Secretary, Government of Maharashtra, and Chairman of the Bombay Port Trust), N N 
?ai (ex-Chairman, IDBI), S V Pikale, Chairman, L T Parekh, Managing Director, and Ramnath Kare 
Industrialist). Directors not in the photo : C P Shah (Ex Chairman, Bank of India/ Bank of Baroda), Anand 


3hatt (Solicitor) and Raj Shah (NRI). 
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Pikale, Union Railway Minister T A Pai (chief guest), Union Minister for Tourism and Civil Aviation Raj Bak 
and Mukta S Pikale (Managing Director) at the inaugural function of a project of Tourist India Pvt. Ltd. In Boi 


The dignitaries have a look around the project 
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T A Pai relaxes. Pikale looks ahead. 


A cross section of the audience at the inaugural function. 
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Filmstar Tanuja has an aside with Pikale 


Yoga demonstration by Nimbalkar 
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on Minister for Tourism and Civil Aviation A P Sharma and Goa Minister for Tourism Dr Wilfred D'Souza 
at Pikalewadi, Collem, Goa. 


E 


x: 


A P Sharma laying the foundation stone of tourist cottages at 
Pikalewadi 
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Pikale presenting a memento to Minister Sharma 
as D'Souza and Girish Pikale (Director) look on 


M S Swaminathan (wearing glasses), Chairman of 
UNESCO, at Pikalewadi as leader of the Western 
Ghats Task Force comprising 25 scientists. 

To his right is Goa Lt. Governor K T Satarwalala. 
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Headquarters of the company at Pikalewadi, Collem 


Goa. 
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NOT UTIMS 


H H Shrimat Satchidanand Saraswati Swamiji of Kavale Mutt at Pikalewadi on 22.3.1985 
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n Planner at Pikalewadi 
‘=, E 


Dr S P Deshpande, architect, explaining the project to Rane 
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A view of the Hede Mines, a source of water to Pikalewadi 
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a) Fir oy 
Tourist India’s Club House. 


NRI visitors with the Tourists Inn Staff. 
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Gateway to Goa. 


Goa's wildlife sanctuary at Molem and the 
Dudhsagar waterfall, the only one in Goa,edging 
on the border of Karnataka (see map on left) 
are adjacent to Collem, the site of Pikalewadi. 
Once the Konkan Railway line is ready, this serene 
stretch is destined to be a tourist paradise. 

For Pikalewadi, which envisages integrated 
development by blending agriculture, industry 
and tourism, that would spell the boom. 


Work apace on the Konkan Railway link at Molem Station. 
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NATURAL & ARTIFICIAL PLANTS: 


SHOP HERE FOR 


T ar m en ee a mia ae > 


Pooja Nursery headquarters at Mahim, Mumbai 


Mrs Pooja S Pikale M Sc (Botany) 
Propreitress: Pooja Nursery 
Canara Food Processors Pvt. Ltd., Collem, Goa. 


Consultant : 
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Mini Paradise 
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Shailesh, Pooja and little Gauri in the green house of Pooja Nursery at Karjat. 
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A panoramic view of the Karjat Farm House 


N 


^ ren ar 25^ n m 


and on the river bank (right) 


In the cool shade (left) 
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Pikale inaugurating the arc furnace at Tuna Alloys 


Mukta Pikale cranking the crane | 
at the factory. 
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Pikale outlines to Dr. ‘Jeevi’ Kulkarni his big plan for even the tiny isle 


(seen below) nestling in the Aghanashini river flowing near the Shirgunji house 


GIRISH S PIKALE 
B COM (HONS), ACA, LLB 
PARTNER 


V R SHANBHAG 
MANAGER, GOA 


SHARAT S SHANBAG 
(SON - IN - LAW) 
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT, MUMBAI 


S V PIKALE 
B A (HONS) LL B 
SENIOR PARTNER 


SHAILESH PIKALE 
B COM (HONS), LL B, 
PARTNER 


V S SHESHADRI 
GENERAL MANAGER 


R G SHENAI 
MANAGER, MUMBAI 


ASSISTED BY 


RAGHU S PIKALE 
(NEPHEW) 
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT, GOA. 
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" Humanist 


4 


Basking under Mahatma Gandhi at the Dr A V Baliga College. 


Pikale’s foresight has come up with a winning combination -- a beautiful 
blend of bhakti and vidya. Building a new temple or renovating an old one 
constitutes the former, setting up educational institutions or patronising 
deserving ones makes up the latter. A radical humanist, he has promoted 
the concept of health as the key to society's happiness. And, as a Lion, his 
roar has been heard worldwide. 


ITT 
8. 7$ ajo Se 
5 Matr (9 we 
Use hat 


Pikale, as a young boy, 


used to walk five miles in rough weather and on a rough route to get education. 
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The Sadashivgad High School, where he studied for 
two years. 


? Shivalaya at the Kshetrapal Primary School at 
ashivgad, where Pikale, as a child, used to offer 
all his pocket money to the God. 
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GIBB HIGH SCHOOL KUMTA 


F 


MI 


Mak 


Í igh School. 
Ing an entry in the Visitor’s book of the Gibb Hig 
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Pikale goes into a trance when he sat at his old desk alongwith his grandson Vinesh 
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The school he built in his mother’s memory. 


above) and now (below). 
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PIKALE FAMILY TREE 


VENKATRAO KAMALABAI 


e 


KRISHNA 
VIMAL 


VITHAL 


Q KUSUM 
MAHARUDRA 


SHANTARAM 


2 


F 
MUKTA <7 


Ee SHAILESH & WIFE POOJA 


GK RAO & WIFE 


ae 


GIRISH & WIFE LEENA 


DHANISHTA & HUSBAND 
SHARAT SHANBAG 


e 


VISHAL; BORN: 28-10-88 


HEMANT & WIFE SANGEETA 


GAURI; BORN:28-8-95 


I; BORN ; 8-4-91 


<n celia GAURAV; BORN: 10-1-92 
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सन्माननिय श्री शांताराम 


बेंकटराव पिकळे याना कुळे व मोले ग्रामस्थातर्फे 


TA सन १९८७ च्या | 
गुडीपाडव्याच्या शुभदिनी मानपत्र | 


प्रिय श्री पिकळे साहेब, 


आपल्या मदतीने पूर्ण झालेल्या श्री राक्षसमळीक देवालयाचा सभामंडप व रंगमंचाच्या उद्घाटन सोहळ्याला कुळें uh 
गांवच्या सरपंचाच्या हार्दिक आमंत्रणाला मान देऊन आपण आपला बहुमोल्य वेळ खर्ची घालून ह्या गुडीपाडव्याच्या शुभदिनी 
आमच्यामध्ये हजर राहिलात त्याबद्दल आम्ही आपले अत्यंत ऋणी आहोत. आपल्या वरील शुभकार्याने आम्हा गांबकऱ्याना 
अत्यानंद झाला असून आम्ही सर्वजणे खुषीने भाराऊन गेलो आहोत ईश्वर आपले कल्याण करो हिच आमची इच्छा. आम्हांला | 
आपल्या तेजस्वी व्यक्तीमत्वाची भुरळ पडली असुन आपल्या (नर का नारायण) कर्तुत्वाचा इतिहास आमच्या ऐकिवात आहे. 
आपला जन्म ता. २०.६.१९२८ रोजी उत्तर कर्नाटक जिल्ह्याच्या शिरगुंजी या छोट्याशा खेड्यात झाला पण आपली तत्पर 
कार्यशक्ती लोक सेवेसाठी समर्पीत करून स्वत:ला लोककल्याणाच्या कामी वाहून घेतलात तसेंच उद्धाराच्या तीव्र प्रेरणेमुळे 
ब सर्वगुण संपन्न असल्या कारणाने आपण सर्वोच्च न्यायालयाचे प्रख्यात वकील, तसेच नामवंत कर सल्लागार बनलात त्याच | 
बरोबर आपल्या अप्रतीम गुणवत्तेमुळे आपण सोळाहून जास्त कंपन्या तसेंच कित्येक ट्रस्ट व सांस्कृतीक संस्थाचे अध्यक्षपद 
भुषवीत आहात.आपण थोर शिक्षणतज्ञ व पारखी आहात. आपल्या परमक्तीमुळे कांची शंकराचार्य, श्रीगेरी, भद्रीकेश्रम व द्वारका 

या चार धर्मगुरूंचे आशिर्वाद आपल्या पाठीशी आहेत,तसेंच कवळे, काशी, गोकर्ण - पर्तगाळी , व चित्रापूर या चार मठाधीशांची 

आपल्यावर कृपा आहे. कर ब ठेवी या विषयावर आपण अनेक पुस्तके लिहिलीत. आपण एक सत्यवादी लोकसेवक व निडर 
निस्वार्थी प्रतीनिधी असून लोक व समाज कल्याणासाठी सदोदित झटत राहिलात. बरील प्रमाणे सातासमुद्रापर्यंत आपली ख्याती 


तसेच भ्रमण असून आपण दिल्ली, बेंगलोर, गोवा ब इतर ठिकाणी सत्कार्यासाठी तसेच समाजसेवा किंवा इतर संबधात कित्येक 
समांतर संस्थांशी आपला संबंध आहे. | 


भुमिपुत्र या नात्याने आपण आपल्या जन्म गावी फारच सोयी उपलब्ध केल्यात. महात्मा गांधी प्राथमिक शाळा,शिरगुंजी येथील | 
शिरगुंजेश्‍वराच्या देवालयाचे पुनरबांधकाम आपल्या पुज्य मातोश्रीच्या नावाने श्रीमती कमलाबाई पिकळे हायस्कूल,काटगळ 
तसेच पुज्य पिताजीच्या स्मरणार्थे वेंकटराव पिकळे फॉक्स डान्स थियेटर काटगळ; सोळा गावांना जोडणारे चंडीका नदी पुल | 
सुमारे २५ एकर शेत जमिन शेतकर्‍यांना सुधारणा करुन विभागुन दिलीत. तसेंच कात्यायनी-बाणेशवर देवालय ब येवर्सा येथे / 
दरिस्ट कॉम्प्लेक्स बांधकाम तसेच कुमटा येथे ए.व्ही. बालिगा कॉलेज तथा विद्याधिराज पाँलीटेक्नीक स्थापन केलात आणि 
आज आपण आमच्यातले एक महत्वपूर्ण घटक आहात. आपल्या पुर्वज्यांचे घर गोव्यात आहे तर श्री मंगेशाचे आपण कुळावी 
तसेंच श्री शांतादुर्गचे भक्त आहात. आपली मातृभाषा कोकणी आहे पण आपण पुष्कळ भाषांवर प्रभुत्व मिळवलेंत. गोव्याची | 
एकमेव सुधारणा या हेतुने आपण कुळें येथील डॉ. आंतोनियो डिसोजा यांचेकडून १९७२ मध्यें निर्जन जमिनीचा तुकडा खरेदी 
केलात व सदर जमिनीची त्रीसुत्री सुधारणा करण्याचे ठरवून बागायत उद्योग विस्तार व पर्यटन केंद्र स्थापन केलात त्याचप्रमाणे | 
या ठिकाणी रस्ते, पाईपलाईनद्वारे पाण्याची व्यवस्था करून केवळ पंधरा वर्षांच्या अवधींतच त्या निर्जन कुरणाला आपण | 


dag भरभराटीचे-नंदनवनाचे स्वरुप दिलात, ज्यात हिरवीगार झाडें, पर्यटकांना रहाण्यासाठी कुटीरें सभागृह व अनेक 

पाठीं इमारती-विभाग मुख्यत: इलेक्ट्रॉनिक संबंधीं.वरील सर्व प्रयोजनांचा या भागातील लोकांना नोकरी व्यवसाय तसेंच 
ना परगावी शहराच्या गजबजलेल्या ठिकाणीं नजाता त्यांना त्यांची रहाणीमान सुधारण्याची संधी प्राप्त करून दिलीत. 
[नाच्या २० सुत्री कार्यक्रम यशस्वी करण्यासाठी या दोन्ही गावात सुधारणा घडवून आणणेंत आपण महत्वाचा वाटा 
त. कुळें आणि मोलें या दोन्ही खेड्यांतील लोकांना आपण कृपावंत आहात. आपल्याला देवकृत्यांची मोठी चाड 
गची चाहूल लागताच आम्ही आमच्या राक्षसमळीक देवालयाचे सभाग्रह व रंगमंच आणि देवालयाची सुधारणा 
साठी आपणाकडे धाव घेतली आणि वरील काम अवध्या तीन वर्षांत आपण सर्वतोपरी पुर्ण केलात ज्याचे आपल्या 

तानें आज गुडीपाडव्याच्या शुभ दिनीं अनावरण होत आहे याचा आम्हांला अत्यानंद होऊन आपला आम्हाला अभिमान 
बाटतो. गोव्याचे पहिले मुख्यमंत्री दयानंद बांदोडकर यानी सन १९६४ मध्ये आपल्या एस.व्ही. पिकळे आणि कंपनी या 
ace पणजी येथे उद्घाटन केले तसेंच या कार्यालयाच्या शाखेचे मडगांव येथेही अनावरण झाले. सन १९८१ मध्ये 
प्राननीय श्री.ए.पी. शर्मा केंद्रीय पर्यटन मंत्री यांच्या हस्तें पर्यटन केंद्राचा शिलान्यास आपल्या पिकळे वाडीत बसवला. या वेळी 
गोव्याचे पर्यटन मंत्री डॉ. विल्फ्रेड डिसोजा यानी समारंभाचे अध्यक्षस्थान भुषविलें तसेंच सन १९८१ मध्यें आपल्या कॅनरा फुड 
प्रोसेसर्स प्रा.लि. चे नामवंत वैज्ञानिक डॉ. एम.एस. स्वामीनाथन,प्लेनिंग कमीशनचे सभासद तसेच गोव्याचे नायब राज्यपाल 
के.टी. सातारवाला व २५ महनिय व्यक्तींच्या उपस्थितींत उद्घाटन केलेंत तेव्हा त्यांनी तुमच्या प्रकल्पाची स्तुती केली. 
आम्हाला समजले की आपण वरील ठिकाणी एक छोटेसे सदर शहर वसवूं इच्छीता व त्यासाठी आपण या ठिकाणी दवाखाना, 
प्रा. शाळा, माध्य. शाळा, तांत्रिक शाळा, कामगार निवास इ. बांधू इच्छितांम्हणजेंच भारत सरकार व यु. एन. ओ:च्या खेड्यांचा 
शहरीकरण करण्याचा मार्ग आपण अवलंबीला आहे. गोवा आपले धर्म क्षत्र, कर्नाटक - जनमक्षेत्र, व महाराष्ट्र-कार्यक्षेत्रे या 
तिन्ही राज्यांतील लोकसेवेबद्दल गोवा शासन तसेंच केंद्र शासनाने आपला गौरव करावा असे आम्हाला मनापासुन वाटते. 
आम्ही आपल्याला पुज्य मानतो. मनाने आणि शरीराने आम्ही तुमच्यात समावतो. आजपासुन तुमचा शब्द आम्हाला आज्ञा 
गाहिल. आपले उदाहरण व ध्येय डोळ्यांसमोर ठेऊन आणखीन तुमच्या सारख्या व्यक्तीं खेड्यांतील मागासलेल्या भागाची 
सुधारणा करण्यासाठी पुढे सरसावतील व या खेड्यातील लोकांचा दुवा घेतील अशी आशा बाळगतो. 


आपल्याला दिर्घायुष्य व सुद्दढ आरोग्य लाभो व आपली भरभराट होवो हिच आमची इच्छा. 


प्रती : श्री. शांताराम वेंकटराव पिकळे 
पिकळेवाड़ी, कुळे,सांगे,गोवा . 
दिनांक : ३०-३-१९८७. 


आपले नम्र, 
(श्री मळीकेश्वर संस्थान कमीटी) 


कुळे-गोवा 


| 


नेवासस्थान : 

जानन सोसायटी, दिलीप गुप्ते पथ, माहीम, 
बई - ४०० ०१६. 

quat : ४४५१४७९ (निवास) 


[किलीच्या व्यवसायात विविध विषयाचा समावेश होतो. म्हणून त्या त्या विषयाच्या निष्णातांची अत्यंत आवश्यकता असते. 
॥ निष्णात म्हणून ओळखल्या जाणाऱ्या व्यक्तींमध्ये अँड. पिकळे एक आहेत. ते मुंबई विद्यापीठाची बी.ए. (ऑ.) पदवी 
तल्यानंतर एल.एल.बी झाले आणि बार कौन्सिल एक्झामिनेशन (मुंबई) उत्तीर्ण होऊन अँडव्होकेट बनले. वकिलीला आरंभ 
ल्यावर त्यांनी १९५७ मध्ये एस.व्ही. पिकले अँन्ड कं. ही भागीदारी कंपनी स्थापन केली. त्याच्या सात शाखांपैकी एक मुंबईत 
mea विभागात असून पणजी, मडगाव, दिल्ली, कलकत्ता, मद्रास आणि मँगलोरमध्ये इतर शाखा आहेत. 


ऊपत्रीच्या व्यवसायानिमित्त भारतात त्यांचा खूप प्रवास झाला आहे. कर, आर्थिक समस्या आणि परकीय सहकार्य करार 
Tree प्रवचन-दौर्‍्याच्या निमित्ताने ते यु.के., फ्रान्स, जर्मनी, इटली, स्वित्झर्लंड आणि अन्य युरोपियन देशात फिरले 
आहेत. १९६८ मध्ये गांधीवादावर विविध दृष्टिकोनांतून झुरीच, जिनिव्हा आणि यु. के. मध्ये व्याख्याने दिली आहेत. १९७० 
ध्ये यु. एस. ए. मध्ये अटलाँटिक सिटी येथे लायन्स इंटरनॅशनल कॉन्फरन्समध्ये लायन्स शिष्टमंडळाचे प्रमुख म्हणून गेले होते. 
१९८१ मध्ये वकिलीच्या प्रतिनिधी मंडळातून ते चीनमध्ये गेले होते. आणि त्यांनी कायद्याच्या पद्धतीचे विविध दृष्टिकोनातून 
निरीक्षण केले. कुमठा (कर्नाटक) येथील डॉ. बालिगा कॉलेजचे, माहीमच्या सरस्वती मंदिर एज्युकेशन सोसायटीचे, श्रीमती 
कमलाबाई पिकले हायस्कूल कुमठा (कर्नाटक), गिव्बसन्स असोसिएशन (शैक्षणिक संस्था) या शैक्षणिक संस्थांचे ते अध्यक्ष 
आहेत तसेच ऑल इंडिया सारस्वत कल्चरल ऑर्गनायझेशन, ऑल इंडिया टॅक्स अँडव्होकेटस्‌ असोसिएशन (पश्चिम 
विभाग), गोवा टॅक्स कन्सल्टन्टस्‌ असोसिएशन या सामाजिक, सांस्कृतिक संस्थांचे अध्यक्ष आहेत. 


टूरिस्ट इंडिया प्रा. लि., कॅनरा फुड प्रोसेसर्स प्रा.लि, श्री कात्यायनी ऑईल मिल्स प्रा.लि., हेमगिरी ऑईल मिल्स प्रा.लि., 
अशा सुमारे पंधरा कंपन्यांचे ते चेअरमन आहेत. मुंबईमधून प्रसिद्ध होणाऱ्या टॅक्सबरील त्रैमासिकाचे ते व्यवस्थापकीय संचालक 
आहेत. शिवाय ऑल इंडिया स्रारस्वत फाऊन्डेशन आणि जी.एस.बी. मेडिकल ट्रस्टचे ट्रस्टी आहेत. याशिवाय ७-८ संस्थांचे 
सभासद आहेत. त्यांची भारतातील “प्राप्तिकर कायदा' आणि “भारतातील परकीयांची कर आकारणी आणि ठेव योजना' ही 
दोन पुस्तके प्रसिद्ध आहेत. त्यांनी हायकोर्टात आणि सुप्रीम कोर्टात अनेक केसिस लढविल्या आहेत. व्यवसायाचा हा सर्व 
कारभार उत्तम प्रकारे सांभाळून अंड. पिकलेनी सारस्वत ज्ञातीसाठी फार महत्त्वाचे कार्य हाती घेतले आहे. इ.स. १९७२ मध्ये 
त्यांनी परिश्रम घेऊन मुंबईमध्ये अखिल भारतीय सारस्वत संमेलन आयोजित करून चारी मठाच्या स्वामींना एका व्यासपीठावर 
आणले. दिल्लीला कवळे मठाची स्थापना करून तेथे चारी मठाच्या स्वामींची राहण्याची सोय केली. 'संयुक्त सारस्वत हे इंग्रजी 


बण्मासिक 'ऑल इंडिया सारस्वत फाऊन्डेशन' तर्फे सुरू केले. 


__ & गौड सारस्वत समाज परिचय ग्रंथ e २१७ 


नैसर्गिक समतोल आणि पर्यावरण अबाधित ठेवून Ec E. 


कृषी-उद्योग आणि पर्यटन प्रकल्प c E 


- जयंत संभाजी 


जंगलतोड, समुदरावरची बाळू काढणे यासारख्या गोष्टी निसर्गाचा समतोल ढळण्याच्या अवस्थेला पोचेपर्यंत चालूच af T 
निसर्गाचा समतोल कायम ठेवून आणि पर्यावरणाला बाधा न आणता विकास घडवून आणण्याचा विचार पुढे आला. रीही 
जुमानता स्वार्थासाठी झाडे कापणे असे प्रकार चालूच ठेवल्यामुळे, नद्या आणि खाड्यातून दूषित द्रव्ये सोडणे चालूच ठेवल्या; 
कायदे करावे लागले. मार्गदर्शक तत्त्वे नेमून द्यावी लागली. खाजगी जमिनीतील झाडे कापण्यासाठी सुद्धा आता वनखात्याची ' 

लागते. + 
या कायद्याचे आणि नियमांचे पालन करून, सरकारी धोरणाच्या चौकटीत राहून नैसर्गिक समतोल आणि पर्यावरण अबाधित ठेव 
कुळे येथे एकात्म विभाग विकास प्रकल्प (इटेग्रेटेड एरिया डेव्हलपमेंट प्रोजेक्ट) नावाचा एक महत्वाकांक्षी प्रकल्प सुमारे ३००. 
आकार घेत आहे. पर्यटन, शेती आणि उद्योग अशी तीन वेगवेगळी क्षत्रे एकत्र आणताना टूरिस्ट इंडिया प्रा.लि. या एका खाजगी कंपन 
या प्रकल्पाच्या प्रबर्तकानी निसर्गावर अजिबात आक्रमण न करता कुळे ह्या गोव्यातील मागासलेल्या भागाचे नंदनवन बनवण्याचा चंग 
आहे. 


i 
F 


एकात्म प्रकल्प È: 
या प्रकल्पासाठी निवडलेली जागा राष्ट्रीय हमरस्त्यापासून अवघ्या दीड किलोमीटरवर आणिकुळे रेल्वे स्थानकापासून साडेचार किलो 
असली तरी उपलब्ध जागेपैकी माती असलेल्या भुसभुशीत आणि सपाट भागाचा शेती फळबागेसाठी बापर करण्यात येत आहे. पा 
खडकाळ असलेल्या जागेत उद्योगांची उभारणी केली जाणार आहे. आणि बाकीची दाट झाडी असलेली जागा पर्यटन प्रकल्पासाठी i 
जाणार आहे. मूळ प्रकल्पातील या तीन उपविभागांमुळे कुळे भागातील बेकारांना, विशेषतः सुशिक्षित बेकारांना, रोजगार संधी मि 


शिवाय शेतमजुरांच्या जीवनातही आशेचे किरण दिसू लागतील. येथे काम करणाऱ्याचे एक छोटेखानी शहर बसेल. नोकरी धं 
किनारपट्टीच्या भागाकडे जाण्याची प्रवृत्ती आणि ओघ त्यामुळे थांबणार आहे. : 


i » 
शहरी भागातील दाट वस्तीमुळे प्रदूषण, पाणी टंचाई यासारख्या अनेक समस्या उभ्या राहतात. येथे दाट वस्तीमुळे निर्माण होणाऱया गलिः 


तर वाव नाहीच. शिवाय पाणी टंचाईही नाही. या जमिनीतून दोन नाले वाहतात. त्यावर बंधारे घालून पाणी अडवले जाईल आणि उद्योग 


यासाठी तसेच घरगुती कामासाठी त्या पाण्याचा वापर केला जाईल. त्याशिवाय, जवळच एक अर्धवट सोडून दिलेली खाण आहे य x 
वर्षभर हवे तेवढे स्वच्छ आणि शुद्ध पाणी आहे. 3 
कृषी उद्योगापासून या प्रकल्पाला सुरुवात झाली आहे. सिट्रोनेला गवत; हळद, रबर, मसाल्याचे जिन्नस, आंबा, केळी, पेरू, पपई, 
AI, फणस, माड आणि काजू अशी सुमारे तीन हजार झाडे आणि रोपें लावण्यात आली आहेत. f 
मोठा उद्योग म्हटला की त्याच्याबरोबर प्रदूषण ही अटळ बाब आलीच. पण येथे मोठे उद्योग न उभारता लघु उद्योगांवर आणि त्यातही प्रदषण 
इलेक्ट्रॉनिक उद्योगांवर भर देण्यात आला आहे. टेलिव्हिजन जुळणी विभाग त्यात प्रमुख असेल. 


समुद्र किनारे हेच आजवर गोव्यातील पर्यटनाचे केंद्र बनले आहेत. समुद्र किनाऱ्यावरील गोंधळ, गर्दीपेक्षा निवांतपणा हवा असलेले 
पर्यटक असतात. त्याचा कुणी फारसा विचार केलेला नाही. पण या प्रकल्पात समाविष्ट असलेल्या पर्यटन ग्रामची मूळ कल्पनाच निस 


सानिध्यात पर्यटकांना एक वेगळ्या प्रकारचा आनंद देण्याची आहे. १० ऑक्टोबर ८१ रोजी पर्यटन ग्रामची पायाभरणी केंद्रीय पर्यटन : 
मुलकी हवाई वाहतूक मंत्री ए.पी. शर्मा यांच्या हस्ते झाली. " 


छोटी छोटी पर्यटक कुटिरे f 
या प्रकल्पात भव्य आणि अनेक मजली इमारतीऐवजी पर्यटक कुटिरे बांधण्यात येतील. पैसेबाल्या श्रीमंत पर्यटकांबरोबरच कमी उत्पन्न ग 


3 उपाहारगृह, खुले नाट्यगृह, क्लब हाऊस, इनडोअर गेम्स इत्यादी सुविधा असतील. आसपासची झाडे - 
पशुपक्ष्यांचे दर्शन होईल. प्रसंगी वन्य प्राणी जीबनही अगदी जवळून पाहता येईल. या पर्यटन ग्रामचा पहिला 
दहा लाख रुपये खर्चाचा असेल आणि त्यात तीस बिछाने टाकता येतील एवढी निवासाची सोय असेल. 

गाच्या सान्निध्यात राहणे आवडते; निर्यारोहणाची आवड आहे, अशा पर्यटकाना हे ठिकाण म्हणजे स्वर्ग वाटावा. येथून बोंडला 
, मोले अभयारण्य दोन किलोमीटरवर, दूधसागर धबधबा तेरा किलोमीटरवर आणि तांबडी सुर्ला देवालय पंधरा 


पसरणाऱ्या पर्यटन ग्राममधील सर्व इमारती जुन्या गोमंतकीय घरांसारख्या असतील. आर.सी.सी. बिल्डिंगसारखे रूप नसले 
रचनेमुळे या इमारतीचे चिरेसुद्धा सिमेंटच्या गुळगुळीत इमारतीपेक्षा जास्त आकर्षक बनतील. पर्यटन ग्रामचे प्रवेश द्वार 
प्रवेश द्वारासारखे असेल. संताच्या, तसेच करमणुकीच्या इतर कार्यक्रमांसाठी स्टेज म्हणूनही त्याचा वापर करता येईल. 


वाव 

शक्य तो मोटारी धावू नयेत आणि त्यांचा येथील वातावरणावर विपरित परिणाम होऊ नये म्हणून खबरदारी घेतली जाईल. 

यम तोडता कामा नये, पर्यावरणाला बाधा येऊ देता कामा नये त्याची शंभर टक्के जाणीव ठेवून उभारण्यात येत असलेला हा प्रकल्प 
ल अभिनव आणि एकमेव ठरावा. 

आणि ग्रामोद्योगाच्या तत्वावर आधारित ग्रामोद्योगांचा विकास आणि वाढ करण्याची महत्वपूर्ण बाबही या प्रकल्पात समाविष्ट आहे. 

च सदर प्रकल्पाच्या प्रवर्तकानी मधुमक्षिका पालनाला सुरूवात केली आहे. त्याच बरोबर उत्कृष्ट हस्तकला वस्तू बनविण्यासाठी तंतू 
चा उद्योग सुरू केला आहे. इतर हस्तकलेमरध्ये सूत, मत्तिका शिल्प, वेतकाम, लाकडावरील कोरीव काम यांचा समाबेश असेल. 

पालनाबरोबरच या ठिकाणी विविध उद्योगात गुंतलेल्या व्यक्तींच्या गरजा भागविण्यासाठी लहान प्रमाणात पशुसंवर्धन आणि पशुपैदास 
प्र हाती घेतला जाणार आहे. हा उद्योग पर्यटकांचीही गरज भागवू शकेल. 

च्या ग्रामीण भागातील या प्रकल्पाला शैक्षणिक कार्याचीही जोड लाभणार आहे. निसर्गदत्त सौंदर्याला बाधा येता कामा नये अशी भूमिका 
ग प्रवर्तकानी पर्यावरण विषयक अभ्यास आणि शिक्षण केंद्र स्थापन करण्याचे ठरविले आहे. बेळगांव आणि हुबळी या दोन व्यापारी 
सून अवघ्या शंभर किलोमीटरवर असलेल्या व नैसर्गिक देणगी लाभलेल्या भागाचे वैभव वाढविण्यासाठी, देशातील आघाडीच्या 

ण तज्ञांना या केंद्रात बोलावले जाईल. रस्ता आणि रेल्वे या दोन्ही मार्गांनी गोव्याचे प्रवेशद्वार समजल्या गेलेल्या या ठिकाणाहून 
कातील हंपीचे ऐतिहासिक अवशेष, विजापूरचा गोल घुमट, दांडेलीचे अभयारण्य, जोगचा धबधबा पाहण्यासाठी जाणेही पर्यटकांना 

होईल. 

वास्तव्य करून असलेले आघाडीचे करविषयक तज्ञ श्री. एस.व्ही. पिकळे हे या प्रकल्पाचे प्रवर्तक आहेत. अनेक शैक्षणिक आणि 

संस्थांशी त्यांचे निकटचे संबंध आहेत. श्री. पिकळे हे गोव्यातील कवळे मठाचे गेली दहा वर्षे विश्वस्त सचिव आहेत. देश-विदेशात 

आलेल्या श्री. पिकळे यांना हा प्रकल्प म्हणजे भारत सरकारच्या धोरणात्मक चौकटीत राहून ग्रामविकासावर भर देणारा देशातील एक 

प्रकल्प बनवायचा आहे. 

द्ध वैज्ञानिक आणि नियोजन मंडळाचे सदस्य डॉ. एम.एस. स्वामीनाथन यानी गोव्यासह संपूर्ण पश्‍चिम घाटाच्या आर्थिक विकासाची 

तयार करणाऱ्या अभ्यास गटाचे प्रमुख या नात्याने सदर प्रकल्पाला भेट देऊन ' “विध्वंस न करता विकास" करण्याच्या श्री. पिकळे यांच्या 

चे कौतुक केले आहे. 

मेंटल प्लॅनिंग अँड डिझाइन कन्सल्टसी सर्व्हिस या एका खाजगी संस्थेचे प्रमुख डॉ. एस.पी. देशपांडे यानी या प्रकल्पाचा संपूर्ण 

बडा तयार केला आहे. देशातील एक आघाडीचे नगर नियोजन तज्ज्ञ म्हणून डॉ. देशपांडे यांचा लौकिक आहे. संपूर्ण गोव्याचा प्रादेशिक 

बडा त्यांच्या मार्गदर्शनाखाली तयार झाला. 

[यंत संभाजी 

र, पणजी-गोवा 


A Compassionate Intellectual 
SHANTARAM VENKATRAO PIKALE 


i E issue of 

is article, original in Kannada by Prof. G. V. Kulkarni, appeared in the December, 1 
pne rag deren Ghee Karnataka. This was translated into English by (Late) pts V. B. Kulkarni, an emi 
me editor of Indian Express and PRO of Mill Owners' Association. This appeared in "The Samyukta Saraswat" 
This article is reproduced here with a post script by Prof. 


The year was 1968 when Shri Morarji Desai was 
the Deputy Prime Minister of India and was also holding 
the finance portfolio. One day in the morning a tall and 
sprightly person of forty, a practising advocate of the 
Supreme Court walked into his office. 


"What can | do for you?" asked Mr. Desai. 


"Sir, | want your foreword to my book — 'Income- 
lax Law in India' replied the visitor and handed the 
typescript to the minister. 


Mr. Desai casually turned over a few pages, making 
no effort to acquaint himself with: its contents. He 
somehow curtly asked. "Why should | respond to your 
request? | am sorry | have no time.” The visitor took 
back the typescrip: with deep disappointment and before 
leaving reminded Mr. Desai of his recent public utter- 
ances of India's income-tax law. He said "Sir, in one 
of your recent speeches you had said that the Indian 
income-tax law had become very complicated and that 
there was a real need for a book explaining its 
complicated provisions in simple language. You further 
stated that if a young lawyer came forward with such 
a publication, you would gladly give him every encour- 
agement. | came here to Delhi all the way from Bombay 
lo seek your blessings, but | am distressed to find that 
you àre not even inclined to judge the quality of my 
efforts". So saying, the lawyer made his way towards 
the exit. Evidently his courteous but firm protest produced 
the desired effect. Mr. Desai called him back and said: 
"Give me the book. ! shall read it and write the foreword 
provided its contents Satisfy me." It was a fair stipu- 
lation and the visitor readily accepted it. 


The book, when 
the Union Finance 


was a wide demand for copies of the book. The 
University of Harward bought a number of them. During 
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the same year the author received an invitation to 
the World Taxation Conference at Geneva. The 
undoubtedly helped the then little known lawyer | 
recognition as an authority on income-tax law. The 
who thus shot into legal limelight was none othei 
Mr. S. V. Pikale. 


Shantaram Venktatrao Pikale is now 56 year 
He is tall, soft-spoken and well-mannered. + 
endowed with a well-proportioned body that is a 
tireless. Besides being an encouraging convers; 
alist, Mr. Pikale is a persuasive pleader, his advc 
deriving its strength and decisiveness from his S 
knowledge of law, reinforced by a painstaking : 
of his brief. It is no wonder that he is a much so 
after income-tax Advocate. The demands of his 
fession are so pressing and numerous that he is r 
found in Bombay so that he has become a far 
figure in the law courts and income-tax offices of | 
far off places as Delhi, Bangalore, Goa etc. He 
won à place among such leading tax Advocate: 
Mr. N. A. Palkhivala and Mr. S. P. Mehta. 


Though Mr. Pikale has become a Bombayite 
is riding the crest of prosperity, he has not forgo 
the place of his origin. He was born on 20th J 
1928 in Shirgunji village in Kumta Taluka of North Kai 
District in , Karnataka State. He did not exactly d 
his first breath in the bosom of poverty but a few ac 
of land owned by his farming father could certainly 
maintain a family of four sons and two daughter: 
affluence. Mr. Pikale's mother was a high-minded ; 
pious lady. It was a problem for Venkatrao to educ 
his children. There was no school in the village f 
the one closest to it was six miles away at a ple 
called Uppinpattan. Eager to learn, Pikale was le 
daunted by the daily ordeal of commuting betwe 
School and home and showed exemplary diligence 
learning his lessons. After completing his schooling 
Uppinpattan he migrated to Kumta, a Taluka town, 
acquire secondary education at Gibbs High School the 
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mbay Province. Mr. Rao accompanied Mr. Kher to 
lain, when the latter was posted as India's High 
mmissioner there. He came to know Mr. Pikale in 
57 and was quick to realise that the young màn was 
thy of becoming his son-in-law. He gave his daughter, 
ktabai, in marriage to Mr. Pikale. Shrimati Muktabai, 
o had her education in England is a tower of strength 
her husband. Mr. Rao successfully persuaded Mr. 
ale to set up independent practice as income-tax 
vocate in 1958. He opened his office in the fort area 
Bombay and embarked upon his eventful career under 
» name of "S. V. Pikale & Co." 


Mr. Pikale does not believe in amassing wealth, 
hough he is not unmindful of providing for the rainy 
y. An indefatigable worker, he labours hard tor 16- 
| hours a day. His earnings are naturally enormous 
t he gives them away in the same magnitude. His 
lage and a wide area surrounding it have become 
७ beneficiaries of his munificence. Shirgunji has now 

school which is named after Mahatma Gandhi. 
mself a highly religious minded man, he fulfilled his 
hers earnest wish to have the village temple of 
nirgunjeshwar renovated. 

He has started a high schoo! at Katgal, a centrally- 
cated place, and named it after his mother, Shrimati 
amalabai. Thousands of young boys and girls from 


the neighbouring villages receive the benefit of higher 
secondary education there. A theatre for folk dance has 
been built in the school and is dedicated to the memory 
of his father. Besides financing the renovation of the 
Shrine at Katgal, Mr. Pikale has 
been instrumental in the establishment of a four-bed 
hospital in the slum locality. The rural population in the 
area, which had suffered from centuries of neglect is 
so deeply indebted to him for his solicitude towards 
them that the inhabitants of Katgal presented him a 
"manpatra' or commendatory address recalling his 
inestimable services to the people of the region 


Mr. Pikale is a firm believer in God and in the 
immemorial pieties of his motherland. He is convinced 
that there is an indefinable force that guides his destiny 
His devotion to his family deity Shree Katyayani 
Baneshwar in the Aversa village, Ankola Taluka in North 
Kanara District is absolute. He believes that it is Her 
abounding grace that has made him what he is to- 
day and has no doubt that Her continued blessings 
wil ensure his greater success. He collected some 
seven lakhs of rupees for the renovation of the shrine 
and for the construction of twenty-four rest houses there 
for the convenience of the visiting pilgrims. 


Mr. Pikale used his good offices with the Govern- 
ment of Karnataka to construct a bridge across the 
Chandika stream, a tributary of the river Aghanashini 
which flows near the taluka town of Kumta. The bridge 
has proved a boon to the surrounding sixteen villages 
He has also succeeded in securing from the State 
Govemment 25 acres of land in the picturesque village 
of Muroor which will soon have a swimming pool and 
a botanical garden for Dr. A. V. Baliga College of Kanara 
Education Society, Kumta, of which he is the President 
Believing in the essential soundness of the adage that 
an ounce ot practice is worth a ton of precept, Mr 
Pikale gave away his lands to the cultivators before 
the Tenancy Act came into force and saw to it that 
his beneficiary tenants secured loans to improve their 
agricultural operations. 


Mr. Pikale presents a shining example to all those 
who believe that only a busy person can do more work 
The amount of labour he puts in as income-tax advocate 
is back-breaking and yet he finds time to write books 
and magazine articles on the subject of his speciali- 
sation. He has published three books on Sales-tax and 
Income-tax Law and is the Managing Director of a 
Quarterly entitled Indian Tax Payer. Recently he wrote 
a book entitled "Non-Residents: Taxation and Invest- 
ment in India", with a foreword by Hon'ble Shri S. M 
Krishna the Minister of State for Finance, Govt. of India 
and an appreciation by Shri N. A. Palkhivala, the book 
explains how affluent Indians settled abroad can invest 


savings in their motherland and at the 
pe time An to its accelerated economic 
progress. He is associated with several industrial and 
business houses as chairman and with various relig- 
ious educational, cultural and social organisation as 
President. Modesty is Mr. Pikale's strong armour. Asked 
who inspired him to write his books he mentions the 
name of Mr. Paikhivala, the noted jurist and financial 
expert. He recalls that, just as Mr. Palkhivala wrote 
a book in collaboration with Jamshedji Kanga, he owes 
the publication of his books to the collaboration of his 
partner Mr. Banavali. Mr. Pikale regards Mr. Palkhivala 
as his mentor. He conceeds that he has won some 
cases which were regarded as hopeless by the senior 
man, but he acknowledges in all sincerity that in the 
matter of intellectual brilliance he has yet to see another 
person equal to Mr. Palkhivala. 


Mr. Pikale is a widely-travelled man. In 1968, while 
attending a conference at Geneva along with his college, 
Mr. Banavali, he toured Europe extensively, the coun- 
tries visited being France, Germany, Italy, Switzerland, 
etc. He took the opportunity of lecturing in some places 
on Indian culture and Gandhism as well as economic 
problems including taxation and the scope in India and 
elsewhere for joint ventures with foreign collaboration. 
In 1970, he led an Indian delegation of 400 members 
to the.Lions International Conference at Atlanta City 
in U.S.A. which was attended by numerous delegates 
from all over the world. He was among the twentyfive 
persons who were privileged to address the large and 
distinguished gathering. 


In 1974 he had been to U.S.A. and Japan, to 
conclude joint collaboration Agreements. In 1979, he 
visited Russia and East European countries as a 
delegate of the Bar Council. In 1981 he was a member 
of the delegation of Indian lawyers who visited China. 


He took the opportunity of studying the laws of that 
country. . 


Mr. Pikale is a multifarious Person. His interests 
are varied and wideranging, but he has little time to 
pursue them to his satistaction. He is a lover of music 
but has to deny himself the pleasure of attending 
concerts. He arranges them at his own residence, 
especially on the festive occasion of Ganeshotsav when 
distinguished friends and relatives are invited. 


Mr. Pikale is a Pious Hindu but his respect tor other 
faiths is deep and sincere He had the distinction of 
paying his respects to the Pope and shaking hands 
with His Holiness when he visited Bombay. He is thrilled 
when he recalls the Special audiences given to him 
on different occasions by i) Jagatguru Shankaracharya 
of Bhadrikashram, i) Jagatguru Shankaracharya of 
Dwarka, iii) Jagatguru Shankaracharya of Shringeri and 


iv) Jagatguru Shankaracharya of Kanchi | 
Poetam and received the blessings from all th 
religious leaders. In 1971, Mr. Pikale had a lioi 
in rejuvenating the All India Saraswat Cultu 
isation, founded by the late Motilal Nehru in 19 
has been its President most of the inc 
Ever since the inception of AISCO & AISF 
years ago, he has accomodated in his fu 
office free of cost or rent. He is primarily resp 
for bringing on one platform all the tour heads 
Saraswat Maths, namely Kaivalya Math, Kashi 
Gokam Parthagali Math and Chitrapur Math. Mr. 
is the President of the Kanara Education Society 
A. V. Baliga College of Kumta, of the Saraswati N 
Education Society, Mahim and he was also the cha 
of the Kanara Welfare Trust's Fund Raising Co 
tee. 


Mr. Pikale's activities, which include fostering 
growth of education, culture and industry, cover 
States, viz. Karnataka, the State of his birth, 
ashtra, the State of his activities and Goa, the § 
of his adoption. He is a zealous entrepreneur an 
anxious to start an increasing number of project 
order to widen the scope for employment espec 
among the unemployed youth. He earnestly pleads. 
every opportunity should be taken to make the | 
use of the facilities afforded by the Central and S 
Governments for the country's economic developm 


Mr. Pikale has developed a strong fascination 
Goa, a land of enchanting beauty, where almost ev 
prospect pleases. Some years ago, he acquired a 1 
acres of land at Collem, a backward but picturesqu 
situated area in Goa, and has Started an integra 
Area Development Project there. Known as Pikalewe 
the area is now humming with activity. Besides int 
ducing improved techniques of agriculture, Mr. Pik: 
has set up a dairy farm, a gobar gas plant and 
equipment for extracting oil from lemongrass. Sor 
acres have been earmarked for developing an orcha 
Pikalewadi is also steadily developing into an id 
industríal estate. Well known industrial houses like Jai 
and Goenkas have established their factories there. 
teanr of 25 scientists, led by Dr. M. S. Swaminathe 
Member of the Planning Commission and experts fro 
the United Nations Food and Agricultural Organisatic 
have also visited this rapidly developing region. 


The place has many other attractions. Situated aw: 
from the din and bustle of activity and amidst sylva 
surroundings, abounding in flora and fauna, it make 
an ideal tourist centre. A small stream with cool an 
limpid water flows perennially through the estate. Th 
renowned ornithologist, Dr. Salim Ali, has promised t 
Visit the place. The late Prime Minister, Smt. Indir 


d health and long life. 


raswat Ratna Award 


in the year 1988, Shri S. V. Pikale was sixty and 
was honoured by "Shastabdi Purti Sanman Samiti" 
j a host of other organizations. There was a special 
ction at Saraswati Mandir, (Mahim) Mumbai where 
H. Shrimad Sudhindra Teerth Swamiji of Shree Kashi 
th presided. He specially came from Benaras to grace 
| function. H. H. gave the prestigious “SARASWAT 
TNA” award to Shri S. V. Pikale for his services 
the community. A silver memento was presented to 
n which depicts Geetopadesha by Lord Krishna, Shri 
V. Pikale was given a Maan-Patra signed by H. H. 
amiji which appears elsewhere in the book. 


ishya Sweekar 


H. H. Shrimad Satchidanand Saraswati Swamiji of 
vie Math decided to adopt a Shishya to succeed 


His Holiness as 77th pontiff. He issued a Rayasa Patram 
to S. V. Pikale, President of Shree Saunsthan Gou- 
dapadacharya Shishya Sweekar Samiti to find out 8 
suitable boy belonging to Smarth Sampradaya and who 
satisfies all the conditions including Sanyas Yoga. Shri 
S. V. Pikale toured all over india and selected 9 Vatus 
As per Prasad at Shree Shanta Durga temple, Master 
Govind Sanzagiri of Mumbai was selected. 


As per the desire of Swamiji, Vatu Govind Sanzagin 
was taken to H. H. Shrimad Sudhindra Teerth Swamiji 
of Shree Kashi Math who was camping at Mudbidri 
for his blessings. They went to Bantwal to seek the 
blessings of H. H. Shrimad Raghavendra Teerth Swamiji, 
the Shishya Swamiji of Shree Kashi Math 


Then Vatu Govind Sanzagiri was taken to Prayag 
(U.P.) for the blessings of H. H. Shrimad Vidyadhiraj 
Teerth Shripad Vader Swamiji of Shree Gokam Partagall 
Math who was in the "Kalpavasa Yatra Shibir " 


Then the Vatu was taken to four Dhams-Ramesh- ` 
war, Gokarna, Ujjain and Benaras. The Shishya Sweekar 
Mahotsav was celebrated from 27th February to 2nd 
March, 1994. 


Diamond Studded Gold Saibeen 


Shri S. V. Pikale's Kuladevata is Shree Mangesh- 
Mahalakshmi and his Ishta Devata is Shree Katyayani- 
Baneshwar of Aversa. Society of Shree Katyayani took 
birth in 1959 in Shri Pikale’s office and he became the 
founder President and his partner H. C. Banavali became 
the first Secretary. For the last 38 years tremendous 
progress has been witnessed in the temple complex 
Renovation of the temple, a guest house and a Klyan 
Mantap were constructed, silver Mantap was built for 
the inner shrine, a silver Palaki was provided for seva 
and a grand Mahadwara was erected by two donors 
(one of them being Shri Pikale himself) As the crowning 
glory to all this, now cometh the "Diamond-Studded 
Golden Saibeen" which was specialy carved by à 
Madras based artist who had done the Gold-Kirit of 
Lord Balaji Tirupati H. H. Shrimad Sudhindra Teerth 
Swamiji of Shree Kashi Math inaugurated this "Gold 
Saibeen" for public. 


Darshan at the annual get-to-gather of Society o! 
Shree Katyayani held on 2nd February at Rang Sharada, 
Mumbai. 


There will be three day festival at Aversa on 
'20th, 21st and 22nd of February in connection with 
the Samarpan of the "Diamond-Studded Gold Saibeen" 
Belitting the occasion the Society has planned to hold 
yagnas "Shatachandi', "Maharudra ^ and “Durga 
Sthapan" to provide a sense of supreme fulfillment to 
Kulavees and devotees assembling at Aversa H. H 


Saraswati Swamiji of Shree 
"unes BME, tay ier a 


= wei ra 1997. H. H. Vidyadhiraj 
Teerth Shripad Vader Swamiji of Shree Saunsthan 
Gokam Partagali Jeevottam Math has kindly agreed 
to be present on 22nd (Magha Shuddha Purnima), the 


Samrpan day. 
Shri S. V. Pikale's Saptati Samarambha 


With the home coming of the “Diamond-Studded 
Gold Saibeen", by the divine coincidence, Shri S. V. 
Pikale is entering 70th year of his fruitful life and this 
happens to be the birth-centenary year of his father 
Shri Venkatrao. On 2nd February Shri S. V. Pikale was 
honoured by H. H. Shrimad Sudhindra Teerth Swamiji 
of Shri Kashi Math at Rang Sharada, Mumbai, where 
the "Diamond-Studded Saibeen" was unveiled for public 
darshan. Swamiji praised Shri Pikale's valuable work 


Shri Suresh Prabhu (M.P.) 
Shri Adhik Shirodkar (M.P.) 
Justice Shri D. M. Rege 
Shri D. M. Sukhtankar 
Shri V. N. Nadkarni 


Gen. Secretary : 
Shri M. M. Prabhu 


Sarvashri L. S. Subramanian (Baroda), 
V. V. Pai (Mumbai), K. P. Prabhu (Mumbai), 
Prabhu (Mumbai), K. S. Bhat (Mumbai), Dr. P. D. 
R. S. Bhagwat (Kumta), V. S. Sonde (Sirsi), 
Dr. S. R. Pikale (Karwar), R. N. Nayak (Hubli), 


O Gods, may we hear 


ordained by the Gods. 


procession of "Diamond-Studded - 


Shri S. V. Pikale ‘Saptati' Satkar Samiti 


Kishor: 


| auspicious words with- our ears. 
with our eyes. Praising the Gods with steady limbs and bodies may 


for the samaj and blessed him. A ani 
entitled ‘Anugraha’ by 
Kamath was released by the Sw re, |. It contai 
on Lord Ganesh, Shree Katyayani, songs i 
four Swamijis of Saraswat Samaj and appre 
the work done by Shri Pikale. 


The 'Saptat Satkar of Shri S. V. Pikal 
held on Magha Shuddha Purnima, (22nd 
at the holy ‘sanctum sanctorum' Shree Katyayar 
shwar temple in the auspicious and august 
of H. H. Shrimad Satchidanand Saraswati S Na 
Shree Goudpadacharya Saunsthan Kavale Ma 
H. H. Shrimad Vidyadhiraj Teerth Shripad Vader S 
of Shree Gokarn Part&gali Jeevottam Math. - 


A pictorial biography of Shri S. V. Pikale 
released on this auspicious occasion and H 
Minister Shri R. V. Deshpande will preside. | 


y 


President : 
Hon'ble Shri R. V. Deshpande, Minister for Industries, Karnataka. 


Vice President : 


Shri B. R. Advalpalkar 
Admiral Jayant G. Nadkarni 
Shri K. K. Pai 

Shri T. Ramesh Pai 

Shri T. Narayan Pai 


Treasurer : 
Shri R. G. Shenai 


Members : 


e K. Avarsekar (Mumbai), N. S. Rao (Mumbai), 
Harish V. Kulkarni (Mumbai), Chandrashekhar 
Dempe (Mumbai), Dr. S. V. Nadkarni (Mumbai), 

E A. Kasarkod (Sirsi), S. P. Kamath (Karwar), 

udhakar D. Shanbhag (Be aum), Krishnakumar 

P" (Belgaum), Vithoba S. Prabhu (Ankola), S. A. Kamath (Aversa), "d. ar क Venkatesh 

Shanbhag (Goa), R. K. Pikale (Goa), Jagdish Wagh (Goa,) Vasudev P. Shanbhag (Goa), 


May we behold the auspicio 
we live the ful span of our life 


ù 


Guard of honour to T A Pai, whi inaugurated the school. 
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T A Pai hailed Pikale as a friend and son-in-law of South Kanara. On his extreme left is 
the legendary Dinkar Desai, Pikale’s maternal uncle who set up the Kanara Welfare Trust, and 


on the right is Dr. Adike, Vice Chancellor of Karnatak University. 
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The school blooms admist 
green surroundings. 


| With the present Headmast 


He set the trend of 
serving mid-day meals 
to needy students. 
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Beneficiaries of Pikale's largesse: (Above) Katyayani High School, Aversa, 
and (below) the Primary School at Kathgal, which was gifted and open-air theatre 


in the memory of Venkatrao Pikale. 


Shirgunji Primary School opening ceremony : (Above left) Cutting the ribbon, 
(above right) lighting the lamp and (below) being entertained by children. 
Pikale has promised the school an open-air theatre and a playground. 
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Pikale with H H Shrimat Dwarakanath Teerth Swamiji of Shree Gokarn partagali Mutt and 
Kamataka Governor Dharam Vir during their visit to the Shanteri, Kamakshi Temple, Kumta. 
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Accompanying the Governor to the Kanara College Society, of which Pikale is the President. 
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Holding discussions in the boardroom of the Dr A V Baliga College. 
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Addressing the staff of the 
Dr A V Baliga College. 


w of a cross-section 
he staff members. 


An impressive roll of honour 
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A new building for library. 


|: 
| [UN 


114 


ST 


wot 


ge. 


Y Bå 


wis 


> i 
3, Captian of the kabad di team in his college days, being welcomed by the Principal to the Karnataka University 


Kabaddi Tournament 
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ale, the chief guest 


Kabaddi players being introduced to Pik 
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The Silver Jubilee Memorial Hall. 


At the school laboratory. 
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With Dayanand Bandodkar, Chief Minister of Goa, Daman & Diu, during the latter's visit to the 
Saraswati Mandir Education Society, of which Pikale is the President since its inception 


A view of the school today 
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With T M A Pai at King George High School, Dadar, to unveil a bronze plaque in honour of i 
Major Ramesh Kumar Dadkar, who laid down his life in the Indo-Pak war of 1971. 


~ 


With Prabhakar Dhandhere, Chair 
Pikale, as Chairman of the IE 
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man of the Indian Education Society, and TMA Pai. 
S, was instrumental in organising the memorial. 
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With H H Shrimat Satchidanand Saraswati Swamiji and H H Shrimat Shivanand Saraswati Shishya 
Swamiji of Shree Kavale Mutt Samsthan during their visit to the Pikale Nursing Horne at Uma-Mahesh 


A view of the Uma-Mahesh building, which houses the Nursing Home a medical project of Pikale 


UMA MAHESÉ 
PIKALE NURSING Hc 


A closer look at the Pikale Polyclinic. 


The diety at the entrance of Uma-Mahesh 


The reception counter. 
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Pikale speaking at the inauguration of the new premises of the Gowd Saraswat Brahman Sabha’s 
Medical Trust, of which he is the Trustee since its inception. 


Opening of the new maternity and nursing home donated by Pikale in the backward village of Kathgal. 
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Leading the Indian delegation of Lions to Atlanta City, USA 
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Addressing the 'Earners & Learners' of the Billawa community, who enjoy Pikale's patronage. 
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B draws his life-force from spiritualiy. He believes his success in life is due to 
mainly the grace of Lord Ganapati, Lord Mangesh, Goddess Katyayani and the 
four gurus of the Saraswat community. Integration of Saraswats and revival and 
resurgence of Konkani are his twin ambitions. He worships Lord Ganesh at home, 
where sangeeta seva by the best of musicians in the country has become an annual 
feature during Ganesh Chaturthi. His offices have been opened and projects 
launched with the blessings of Swamis or other spiritual teachers. Inshort, Pikale 
has been a pilgrim all his life and his motto seems to be 'spiritualise or perish'. 
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Ganapati at Pikale's residence. 


Mukta Pikale sings in front of the Eon 
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Pikale with Gaitonde Bhatji 


= Pikale receiving prasad from Krishna Bhat 
a at home : G 
Ganapati Pooja and Satyanarayan Foe) at the Seva Mandal Ganapati fete at Sion 
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Anup Jalota. 


Pandit Hari Om Saran with his wife. 
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d Sawk Asha Khadilkar. 
Prasad Sawkar. 
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Shalini Sawkar. Hridaynath Mangeshkar. 


How to win a heart. 


Each generation has its heros and 
heroines. Dharmendra was the 
heartthrob of Mukta in her youth. 
Pikale sprung a surprise on his wife 
once by bringing home Dharmendra. 
And won her heart once again. 
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The Pikales with a Ganesh made by renowned artist Diwaker out of 250 wooden pieces and costing 
Rs 1.5 lakh. It was displayed in Siddhi Vinayak Temple, Prabhadevi, Mumbai, in 1993. 


With Municipal Commissioner S S Tinaikar at Wadala Mutt 
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Pikale with Admiral Jayant Nadkarni at Wadala Mutt. 
Right: Honouring Admiral Nadkarni on his appointment as Chief of the Naval Staff. 
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H H Shrimat Dwarkanath Teerth Shripad Vader Swamiji of 
Shree Gokarn Partagali Jeevottam Mutt handing over income 
tax matters of the Samsthan and appointing Pikale as 
Founder Trustee of the newly formed G S B Sarvajanik 
Ganeshotsav Samiti. This was a historic decision as Pikale 
belonged to Kavale Mutt. The Swamiji also appointed Pikale 
as Trustee of the Dwarkanath Charitable Trust. All the Trust 
deeds were drafted by Pikale. 


The entire Saraswat Samaj was celebrating the Ganapati 
festival at Dwarkanath Bhavan. There was some misunder- 
standing and it was referred to Pikale for arbitration. It was 

decided to have separate Ganesh festival for each Mutt. 

Since then Kavale Mutt celebrates at Banganga, Walkeshwar; 
Gokarn Partagali Mutt celebrates at Wadala; Kashi Mutt 
celebrates at Sion. 


Later, in 1978, the Swamiji's successor, H H Vidyadhiraj 
Teerth Shripad Vader Swamiji, appointed Pikale as Chairman 
of the Board of Trustees and gave him Rayas Patra. 
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H H Shrimat Sudhindra Teerth Swamiji of 
Shree Kashi Mutt Samsthan blessing Pikale 
as he hands over the income tax matters of 
the Samsthan.The Swamiji also assigned to 

him the income tax matters of the Varadendra 
Charitable Trust and Pikale obtained for the Trust 
exemption under 80 G of the Income Tax Act. 


On Pikale’s 60th birthday, which was celebrated 
at the Saraswati Mandir High School, Mumbai, 
H H Swamiji specially came from Banares to 
bless him.He placed a shawl around Pikale's shoulders 
and presented the caveted Saraswat Ratna Award. 
Once again, on February 2,1997,H H Swamiji 
specially came from Kerala to the Rang Sharada theatre 
in Mumbai to felicitate Pikale on his entering 70th year. 


H H Shrimat Satchidanand Saraswati Swamiji 
of Shree Kavale Mutt apppointing Pikale 
to handle the legal and income tax matters 
of the Samsthan. H H Swamiji also appointed 
him as Trustee Secretary. It was a rare honour 
when H H Swamiji appointed Pikale as President 
of the Shishya Sweekar Samiti. Pikale travelled 
all over India and shortlisted nine vatus and, 
one of them, Govind, son of Somanath Sanzagiri 
of Mumbai, was selected by H H Swamiji as Shishya. 


With the Swamiji’s blessings, Pikale organised 
the Silver Jubilee of the Swamiji's Deeksha 
ceremony at the Birla Kreeda Kendra, Mumbai, 
in 1974 and established a branch of the Kavale 
Mutt at Greater Kailash, New Delhi,in February 1978. 
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H H Shrimat Parijnanashram Swamiji of Chitrapur Mutt assigned to Pikale 


the responsibility of handling the legal and income tax matters of his Mutt. 
At Pikale's request, H H Swamiji drove all the way to Kathgal and 


inaugurated the Shambhulingeshwar Temple. 
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H H Shrimat Satchidanand Saraswati Swamiji of Shree Kavale Mutt taking a holy bath 
in the Ganges with his disciples (Shantaram Pikale, Tulsidas Sukhtankar and others) 
during a pilgrimage of Tirupati, Rameshwaram, Haridwar and Banares. 


Prayers offered at the residence of Somanath Sanzagiri at Bhuleshwar, Mumbai 
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H H Shrimat Sudhindra Teerth Swamiji of Kashi Mutt Samsthan blessing the Vatu, Govind Sanzagiri, 
at camp Moodbidri. 
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ae to the Vatu, Govind Sanzagiri, from H H Shrimat Vidyadhiraj Teerth Swamiji of 
Shree Gokarn Partagali Mutt at camp Jeevottam Nagar, Prayag, Uttar Pradesh. 


138 


he > / 


(ox 


ikale does aarti of H H Shrimat Satchidanand Saraswati Swamiji of 


Offering a shawl to Shishya Swamiji 
Shree Kavale Mutt on the occasion of H H Swamiji's 60th birthday 


Karnataka Minister for Industry R V Deshpande arriving on the occasion 
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The Shankaracharya of Badrikashram, 


Jyotir Mutt, during his visit to Shree Kavale Mutt, 


Walkeshwar, Mumbai. 
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Pikale welcoming the Shankaracharya. 
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H H Shrimat Satchidanand Saraswati Swamiji of Shree Gaudapadacharya Kavale Mutt Samsthan, 
H H Shrimat Dwarkanath Teerth Swamiji of Shree Gokarn Partagali Jeevottam Mutt and 
H H Shrimat Sudhindra Teerth Swamiji of Kashi Mutt at a function in Mumbai in 1972 


| Shrimat Vidyadhiraj Teerth Swamiji of Shree Gokarn Partagali Jeevottam Mutt at a Katyayani Society get-together 
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Inauguration of 
Pikale Nursing Home 


H H Shrimat Vidyadhiraj Teert 

Vader Swamiji of Shree 
Gokarn Partagali Mutt 

inaugurated the Nursing Homi 
at Uma-Mahesh, Mahim, 

Mumbai, on Ram Navami day 
in 1988. Photos show the 

Pikales doing Pada Pooja of 

H H Swamiji. 


The Samaj and the Swamiji come together: Litigations pending between the Samaj and H H Shrimat 
Satchidanand Saraswati Swamiji of Shree Gaudapadacharya Kavale Mutt Samsthan were settled amicably 
by Pikale in 1971. Photo shows a leader of the Samaj, V D Muzumdar (Retd Commissioner, Income Tax), 
garlanding the Swamiji while Puttappa Nadkarni and Dr P G Kasbekar look on. 


Pikale and D V Nadkarni, Trustee Secretary and Trustee of the Samsthan respectively, 


performing Pada Pooja of H H Swamiji to celebrate the event 
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The P 


ikales getting set to do Pada Pooja. 
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umm MTS. 


at the end of the Pada Pooja 


Mukta offering a deep bow 
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a great union: Pikale and Dhume. 


Vinayak Narayan Shenvi, a 
compile a history of the temp 
Saraswati Swamiji of Shre 
heart. His lifetime's work, h 
publisher. H H Swamiji tol 
Gomantak' under th 


Back in 1980, H H Shrimat Vidyadhiraj Teerth Swamiji of Gokarn Partgali Mutt had 
given Dhume the title of ‘Itihas Visharad’ at Ramanathim Temple, Ponda, Goa. 
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The Swamiji tells Pikale to help him out 
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It was a historic occasion. For the first time, under the banner of the All India Saraswat 

Cultural Organisation (AISCO), Pikale brought together on one platform four revered gurus 

-H H Shrimat Dwarkanath Teerth Shripad Vader Swamiji of Shree Gokarn Partagali Jeevottam 

Mutt, H H Shrimat Satchidanand Saraswati Swamiji of Shree Gaudapadacharya Samsthan 

(Shree Kavale Mutt), H H Shrimat Sudhindra Teerth Swamiji of Shree Kashi Mutt Samsthan 
and H H Shrimat Parjnanashram Swamiji of Chitrapur Mutt. 
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, addressing the occasion. 
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Pikale, President of AISCO 
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Delhi - 1978 


Inauguration of the Delhi branch of the 
Gaudapadacharya Samsthan (Shree Kavale Mutt). 
Vice-President of India, B D Jatti, 
at the inauguration of the Prarthana Mandir. 


Arrival of Jatti at the function. 
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Dignitaries being honoured on the occasion. 
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Pikale, Presid 
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ent, AISCO, welcoming H H Shrimat Dwarkanath Teerth Shripad Vader Swamiji of 
Shree Gokarn Partagali Jeevottam Mutt at an earlier function. 
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Pikale offering AISCO literature to C : | i 
Veerendra Hegde of Dharmasthala. The AISCO office-bearers discussing a poii 
with the Dharmasthala Hegde. 


Pikale add i j i BETAS 
Egi » Siam. of AISCO. Union Railway Minister T A Pai was the chief guest 
alita Rao, Maharashtra Minister for Health, presided. 
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AISCO & AISF Foundation Day - 1984. 
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Pikale with (left to right) Mumbai Municipal Commissioner D M Sukhtankar, V N Nadkarni, 
Chairman, State Bank of India, and S S Nadkarni, Chairman, IDBI (at the mike) 


“MWAI FOUNI 


Mukta Pikale with Mrs Nadkarni and Mrs Sukhtankar on the occasion 
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H H Shrimat Sudhindra Teerth Swamiji of Shree Kashi Mutt Samsthan, 
appreciating the work done by the AISCO and the AISF, blesses Pikale. 


H H Shrimat Vidyadhiraj Teerth 
listens intently as Pikale 


Shripad Vader Swamiji of Shree Gokarn Partagali Mutt 
outlines the objectives of the AISCO and the AISF. 


154 


SCO & AISF 15th Anniversary & Pikale’s 60th birthday fete. 
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Pada Pooja of H H Shrimat Sudhindra Teerth Swamiji of Kashi Mutt Samsthan. 
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With blessings to Mukta Pikale. 
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World Kashmir Pandit Conference -- 1993 | 
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Pikale with the other stalwarts among Kashmiri Pandits. 
As tales of atrocities committed on the Kashmiri Pandits were related at the 
conference, there was not a dry eye left at the Siri Fort auditorium. Pikale orchestrated 
the legitimate claims of the lost people a long way from home so forcefully that the 
Human Rights Commission had no other go but to declare that the Pakistani 
Propaganda over Kashmir has no basis. Thus the conference proved a point which 
even the Government of India could not. 
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Kher at the Kashmiri Pandits meet 


Pikale greeted by filmstar Anupam 
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7१0१ KONKANI CONVENTIONS (५ 
N A y DEC. 16-22 1995 
Wk 27 MANGALA STADIUM. MANGALORE 


Pikale with veteran journalists M V Kamath and Vimala Patil and ‘Konkani Sardar' Basti 
Vaman Shenoy at the first Vishwa Konkani Sammelan in Mangalore in December 1995. 
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Pikale, seen with some other members of the Bomba 


y Regional Reception Committee, of which he 
was the President, was felicitated at the hands of Union 


1 Minister Margaret Alva at the world convention. 
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di 
| i 
Pikale lighting the ceremonial lamp at the 21st session of the All India Konkani Bhasha Mandal, Mumbai. on 
lanuary 18, 1997. The others in the picture are (left to right) Nagesh Sonde, Vice-President, Reception Committee 
Yashwant Chittal, noted Kannada writer (who inaugurated a book exhibition), S F X Pereira, Reception Committee 


hairman. Dr William Madtha, Parishad President, Monsignor Alexander F D' Souza, who inaugurated the Parishad 
J B Moraes, Reception Committee General Secretary, and Dr. Kashinath Mahale, outgoing President 
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Pikale beinng felicitated on the occasion as an eminent Konkani 
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Shree Katyayani Baneshwar Temple at Aversa 
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The two deities. 
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Pikale, General Secretary, with R S Prabhu, President, and H C Banavali, the other 
General Secretary, at the first meeting of the Society of Shree Katyayani, started in 1959 
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Managing Trustee R P Prabhu speaks while R S Prabhu and Pikale look on. 
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At the inauguration of the Mahadwara. 
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Pikale cutting the ribbon 


The foundation stone. Pikale doing aarti. 
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ANETY OF ME 


ANNUAL GET-TOGETHER 


Shia 
Two get-togethers - 1994 (above) and 1996 (below), the first one in the presence of H H Shrimat Vidyadhiraj 
Teerth Swamiji of Gokarn Mutt, the second with the blessings of H H Shrimat Satchidanand Saraswati 
Swamiji and H H Shishya Swamiji of Shree Kavale Mutt 
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Pikale 


greeting H H Shrimat Vidyaman Teerth Swamiji of Phalimar Mutt at the 
Pancha Shatabdi of Partagali Mutt. 
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With Shree Katyayani and Shree Baneshwar in his 70th year. 
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Shree Shirgunjeshwar Temple, Shirgunji 


Mukt Dwar (above left), portals to the temple (above) and the artist who made 
the image of Lord Shiva installed at the temple, inaugurated in 1968. 
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| Pikale garlanding a portrait of his mother. 
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The marble plaque proclaiming that the temple was built in the memory of Pikale's mother Kamalabai. It was raised 
1a piece of land donated by Mahabaleshwar Mangesh Desai with the co-operation and 'shramdan' of the citizens of 
Shirgunji and it was inaugurated by the Finance Minister of the then Mysore state, Ramakrishna Hegde. 


Pikale performing religious ceremonies. 


The images installed at the temple in 1968. 
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The Pikales performing Nav Chandi and Maharudra Yagnas 
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Shree Shambhulingeshwara Temple, Kathgal 


Pikale with the images of Shambhulingeshwara (left) and Nandi (right) 
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Pikale with the plaque (a 
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Shree Venkatramana Temple, Uppinapattana 
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A front view of the temple opened by H H Shrimat Vidyadhiraj Teerth Shripad Vader Swamiji 
of Shree Gokarn Partagali Jeevottam Mutt. 
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Shree Sharadamba Temple, Sadashivgad 
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Samadhi of H H Shrimat Shivanand Saraswati Swamiji - 


of Shree Gaudapadacharya Samsthan (Kavale Mutt). 


Two views of the Mutt and the temple. 
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Shree Padmanabha Swami Mutt, Baad, Karwar 


Shree Mallikeshwar Temple, Collem, Goa 


The Pikales offering pooja. 
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of the Mallikeshwar Templi 


Pikale being honoured on behalf 
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Shree Chakravarteshwara Temple, Gokarn 


H H Shrimat Poornanand 


Saraswati Swamiji 
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H H Shrimat Atmanand 


Sara — 


Saraswati Swamiji 


Shree Mahabaleshwara Temple, Gokarn 
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Shree Dutta Mandir, Mahim, Mumbai 


The deity The Audambar tree which now stands 
at the entrance - after Pikale opened 
the temple's portals at the rear. 


The Pikales offering pooja. 


Pikale inaugurated the temple in December 1996 
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Pikale speaking at Gita Mandal, with H H Shrimat Dwarkanath Teerth Shripad Vader Swamiji of 
Shree Gokarn Partagali Jeevotam Mutt and Maharshi Vinod looking on. 
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Doing ten lakh Gayatri Mantra Japa at Mulund in 1978. 
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Diamond-studded Gold Saibeen Samarpana Mahotsav & 
Shri S V Pikale Saptati Satkar 


Pikale garlanding H H Shrimat 
Sudhindra Teerth Swamiji of 
Shree Kashi Mutt Samsthan on his 
arrival at the Rang Sharada Theatre in 
Mumbai on 2.2.97 


H H Swamiji doing aarati after unveiling the 
Gold Saibeen. 


Í sun Sy PIKALE SAP 


H H Swamiji with the Pikale couple and some top invitees on the occasion, which 
marked the annual get-together of the Society of Shree Katyayani and felicitation of 
Pikale on his stepping into his 70th year. 
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Pikale garlanding H H Swamiji. 


H H Swamiji garlanding Pikale. 


H H Swamiji releasing 'Anugrih', an audio cassette 
brought out by the Society of Shree Katyayani -- 
a musical tribute to Pikale. 


Pikale receiving phal-mantrakshata 
from H H Swamiji. 
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Arrival of H H Satchidanand Saraswati Swamiji 


Performing of aarti 
to Shree Katyayani 


Procession led by 
H H Shivanand Saraswati Swamiji 


Seated on "Sinhasana" 
HH Guru Swamiji & 
H H Shishya Swamiji 


H H Satchidanand Swamiji 
honouring Shri S V Pikale 


H H Shivanand Swamiji 
honouring Shri S V Pikale 


H H Vidyadhiraj Swamiji 
releasing souvenir 
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Hon. Shri R V Deshpande releasing R 
the book ‘Profile of a Visionary’ 


"Yaznya Devata" at " 3 
y a" at "Yaznya Mantapa Shri S. V. Pikale praying to "Yaznya Devata" 


Hon. Shri R. V. Deshpande's arrival 
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Swamiji honouring Shri S V Pikale 


Shri S V Pikale sharing his feelings with Samajbandhavas 


SHANTARAM V PIKALE 
PROFILE OF A VISIONARY 


Dynamic Pragmatic Philosopher 
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T -1: THE GREAT ACHIEVER 


The Birth Amrit Mahotsav, the 75" Birthday 
3018101 is a golden moment in the life of a successful 
an and Shantaram Pikale is one such lucky person to 

it. Definitely it is going to be a historic occasion 
1 Goddess Katyayani would bless him, Her ardent 
ee, in the presence of hundreds of his admirers. 


It is said that every ambitious man should 
sider himself as immortal while gaining knowledge 
earning wealth and while following the religion and 
work he should act as if death is following him. 
le is a great follower of this mantra. He has 
ational mind and cosmopolitan outlook. He travelled 
parts of the world with open eyes and a vigilant 
ind. Once Pikale and myself had an opportunity to visit 
, USSR and Republic of China as delegates of the 
Jar Council of Maharashtra. We travelled together. He 
has a knack of solving the problems to the satisfaction 
of everyone. When we were in Poland, soup was served 
0 us stating that it was vegetarian but it consisted of 
fish. When some of the delegates who were vegetarians, 
ed they stoutly objected and there was virtually a 

erbal fight between two members of our group. It was 
hotting up and when we did not know what to do, Pikale 
stood up and with his usual tact cleared the difference 
of opinion and settled the dispute. Thereafter we had a 
very memorable dinner there. 


Dreams & Dreams 


When we were on an educational tour of London 
in the year 1978, we had taken a photograph with 
Mahatma Gandhi, the Father of Nation in Wax Museum 
at London. Needless to state that it was a statue made 

up of wax but we wanted to take Mahatma as à role 
_ model at least to some extent. While in Singapore, 
surprisingly Pikale wanted to become Lord Shiva for 
| sometime at least by placing a living cobra round his 
- neck. What an ambition! Only Pikale can dream about 
- such lofty aims. Then Pikale had magnificent dreams of 
making Maharashtra & Goa and India great on modern 
. lines. 
Making Friends 


He has mastered the art of making friends and 
one should definitely be astounded to see his photograph 
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SHANTARAM PIKALE 
MAN OF GOLDEN HEART & SPIRITUAL MIND 


By Mahabaleshwar Morje 
Advocate High Court 


with Ronald Reagan, the President of the United States 
the most powerful country in the world. | also remember 
the day in October 1978 when we were staying together 
in a hotel in Leningrad, Moscow. We discussed a lot 
comparing the progress and economic developments in 
different countries under Capitalism as well as Socialism. 
He has written books on Income Tax known as "Income 
Tax Law in India" and on N.R.I.'s titled “Non-Residents: 
Taxation and Investments in India." Morarji Desai, former 
Prime Minister wrote a foreword for the first book. Nani 
Palkiwala, the lawyer of international reputation, appre- 
ciated this book. 


Problem in Rome 


While returning from the USSR we were held up 
in Rome as Air India flight was cancelled. The delegates 
had spent all their dollars and in some cases there was 
excess baggage for which payment was to be made in 
dollars. When we were worried Pikale came to our 
rescue. He at once contacted the Manager of Air India 
at Rome Airport and solved the problem. Thus all of us 
could return to India with an international smile on our 
lips! 


We at Israel 


We had also gone together to Israel for 
International Marathi conference. Manohar Joshi, the 
then Chief Minister came to our table while we were 
taking breakfast. He made several inquires about tax 
planning. This shows how popular is Pikale on taxation 
matters. Well, together we went to take bath in the "Dead 
Sea" and had that great experience and fun of floating 
effortlessly on water with news paper in hand! Pikale 
enjoys the marvels of nature. 


Charitable Disposition 


With the grace and the blessings of Lord 
Ganesh, the deity of learning and wisdom, he is able to 
make a good progress in his profession. Charity is in his 
blood. He is associated with several organisations of 
national and international importance. Though always 
busy he finds time to work for and help educational 
institutions at Kumta, Karwar and Sirsi and other places. 
Pikale is a lawyer by profession but is always in the 
company of well known singers and musicians like 


Bhimsen Joshi Hridayanath Mangeshkar, Prabhakar 
Kerkar, Mrs. Padmaja Phenany Joglekar and others 
whose bhajan and devotional songs on Ganesh Chaturthi 
day add music to the religious atmosphere. He is a 
religious person who starts the day in the early morning 
with prayers to Lord Ganesh and Goddess Katyayani. 


Three in One & A Friend 


Mrs. Mukta Pikale was his Mahalaxmi, 
Mahasaraswati and Shanta Durga all the three deities in 
one. She always supported him with occasional precau- 
tion of safety. She wanted him to be healthy and wealthy 
throughout. 


Justice G.N.Vaidya was one of his close friends 


GREEN MAN’S GREEN PROJECT 


By Jagdish Wagh 
Senior Journalist and Winner of Goa Government State Award 


He is a man with green roots inseparable from 
the native ethos of hard work, dignity of labour and robust 
common sense. Shantaram Venkatrao Pikale has 
remained a source of inspiration to several institutions, 
his fellow professionals and individuals. 


“Let us share Wealth and not Poverty”, he coined 
this own slogan, when he was young. For him, life is a 
Struggle, a constant struggle and a non stop process of 
learning. He is not bothered about the colour of the cat 
as long as it catches the rats! 


Much younger to him in age, wisdom and 
experience, | watched him plunge into his professional 
field of Income Tax law and practice to rise to the highest 
forum, the Supreme Court of India to win several tricky 
battles for his prestigious clients. He authored several 
books on taxation, investment and allied topics and 
received pat from leading newspapers in their book 
reviews. Late Nani A. Palakhivala admired Mr. Pikale and 
his vision for community development. 


Also dear to him is the Green World, the main 
Stay of the Indian Economy. Born in the lap of Sahyadri 
is the picturesque and enchanting scenic setting of 
Shirgunji in Uttar Kannada District of Karnataka, 
Shantaram Pikale while living in Mumbai assessed the 
educational and development need of his native place. He 
knew the agonies of the poor and the down trodden. He 
knew the pulse of his own people. 


He developed several educational institutions in 
his native place and put Kumta on the educational map 
of India. Forward looking and progressive, he never 
discarded a good idea. He gradually moved into an orbit 
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as well as social work. 
Importance of Birthdays 


of the stars and planets are almost he same. 2. It is ; 
very good day to take new decisions. 


Therefore every birthday is a day to chalk c 
new plans and policies to help the society where one | 
residing; especially the poor will remember his name 


everyday. 
$ 
A. 
Dr. 
of 
1 


of wise men, several of whom were his friends — N. 
Palkhivala, T. A. Pai, K. K. Pai, R. V. Deshpande, 
M. S. Swaminathan, Suresh Prabhu and scores 
others. . 


A deeply religious and spiritual man, he faithfully 
nursed and nurtured his own personal integrity and 
character and brushed aside temptations to lead a 
modern life combined with inspiring family values. He 
looked into the twenty first century much before it 
dawned. He was a silent worker, but he had the blessings 
of God and Gurus. 


Promoting Green Projects in Collem at Goa, 
Karjat in Maharashtra and Shirgunji in Uttar Kannada, 
Karnataka State, he combined his efforts to promote his 
"Dev Bhoomi”, “Karmabhoomi”, and “Janmabhoomi” 
respectively. 


A life member of the Bombay Natural History 
Society, an internationally known organization on nature 
conservation, Shantaram Pikale was inspired by the 
voluminous work done by the late Dr. Salim Ali. 


Shantaram Pikale in his own humble way 
promoted an Integrated Area Development project at 
Collem, Goa, a sound concept of the Government of India 
to promote economic growth on scientific land use 
programme. 


It was no less a person than Dr. M. S. 
Swaminathan, a veteran Indian scientist and conversa- 
tionalist, who lauded Mr. Pikale's efforts after visiting his 
site a Collem, Goa. Later, Dr. Swaminathan produced an 
Eco-development plan for Goa. Several environmentalists 


prosperous 
li, Dharwad, Belgaum belt is in the vicinity of less 
n 100 kms. 
Realizing the immense growth, Mr. Pikale 
ned his Sahyadri Gram Project, to popularize eco- 
m, better known as nature tourism. This is a 
cept of “Outdoor education” to promote environment 
ion and conservation philosophy. Shri Pikale has 
launched a sound marketing and motivation 
ogra: to lure nature lovers. In fact, “Family outings” 
school excursions have been planned to expose 
ure to younger generation. Nature trails and wilder- 
ess trails form part of this unique project. The Mahaveer 
Club is equipped with learning and teaching aids 
nd excellent collection of exhibits on biodiversity of Goa 
a landmark at the site. Indoor games and Outdoor 
ames provide ample recreation to all ages. 


The Holy Tirth of Prayag, the confluence - Triveni 

angam of three rivers Ganga, Yamuna and Saraswati, 
he invisible undercurrent that surfaced in the form of 
Saraswati-Putras, i.e. Saraswat's Congregation, Saraswat's 
Renaissance, Saraswat's Concord. It is celebrating a 
new Triveni Sangam of three jubilees-national, spritual 
and cultural Golden Jubilee of the Independence of India, 
Diamond Jubilee of the founder of All India Saraswat 
- Cultural Organisation, All India Saraswat Foundation and 
Society of Shree Katyayani, Shri Shantaram Venkatrao 
Pikale, himself a Sangam of Bhakti, Vidya and Sewa and 
Silver Jubilee of Saraswat Sammelan. 


Allahabad, known as Prayag, is the place where 
there is Trivent Sangam. Allahabad gave us three 
Saraswat Prime Ministers namely Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Indira Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi - this is also a symbolic 
sangam and a contribution to the growth of modern India. 
_ We, Saraswats are hidden like Saraswati river, flow like the 
under-current, throughout the length and breadth of India. 


The 50 years of India's Independence is a 
landmark in the history of man kind. 


प्रथिव्यां भारतं वर्ष कर्मभ्रुमिरूदाहृता" 


(In the whole Universe Bharatvarsha is considered as 
Karmabhumi) 
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Neat and clean dwellings coupled with exciting 
tented accommodation make visitors virtually live in tune 
with the nature. Appropriate rural technology like Solar 
Cookers and Solar Lanterns have been put to use as part 
टी: process in the non conventional energy 


Surrounding the Sahyadri Gram Project are 
nature’s great landmarks and assets, the enchanting 
Dudhsagar Water Falls, the Mahaveer Wild Life Sanctu- 
ary, the ancient Tamdi Surla Temple dedicated to Lord 
Shiva and known for its stone architecture. Also seen in 
the vicinity are the mystic spots like the Devil’s Canyon 
and the Sun set point, besides several man made spots 
in the lap of nature like the Bondla Jungle Resort and 
the wooded park at Satpal. 


What else do you need to enrich your life? What 
is important in life? Shri Pikale says, Standard of life is 
incomplete without quality of life. So, can | call the 
Sahyadri Gram Project a Green Man's Green Project? 


gogo 


WE SALUTE — THE TRIVENI - SANGAM 


By Laxmidas Borkar 
Former Editor, Nav Prabha, Goa & Loksatta, Mumbai 


Great nationalist poet Iqbal has proclaimed his 
love for his motherland : “Sare Jahanse Atcha Hindostan 
Hamara" (our Hindustan is best in the whole world). The 
end of Peshava's rule is considered an end of India's 
Independence and the beginning of British rule in India. 
From that day onwards Indian freedom struggle started. 
Armed uprising of 1857 was the first salvo against mighty 
empire. The complete independence call was given by 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru in Lahore Congress Session and 
the non-violent freedom struggle started on 26th January, 
1930 all over the country. In the freedom pledge it was 
clearly declared that "the right of freedom of Indian people 
is such a right that nobody can seize our freedom. Not 
only that they have destroyed us economically, politically 
and culturally with their exploitation. Hence India should 
sever ties with them and complete Swaraj be estab- 
lished." 


The last phase of the freedom struggle started with "Quit 
India", movement by Mahatma Gandhi in August, 1942 
and culminated on 15th August, 1947 when India became 
free from the tyrannical British rule. This historical event 
has made a permanent home in the hearts of patriotic 
citizens and they celebrate this memorable event every 
year. 50 years of independence being a land mark in the 
history of freedom loving country we are coming out with 
"India Fifty", a prose and verse collection of Sri K G 


Mallya writen during the last fifty years on the theme of 
India's freedom, with a view to do a poetic justice to the 
epoch making Golden Jubilee of the Freedom of India. 


Whenever strenuous exertion is made to achieve 
desired goal which outwardly looks like impossible, 
Mahakavi Kalidas (he was Kashmiri Saraswat according 
to the book “Birth place of Kalidas” by Sanskrit Prof. 
Laxmidhar Kalla of Delhi University) is remembered for 
his humble expression made in regard to writing of 
“Raghuvansh”. He says: 


"क्वं सूर्यप्रभवो वंशः चाल्पविषया मतिः | 
तितीरपुदुस्तरं मोहादुडुपेनास्मि सागरम्‌ |)” 


(where is this race born from the blessings of Sun and 
where is my wisdom knowing only small small subjects? 
May be out of ignorance | am desiring to cross over this 
vast sea (Raghukul) with the help of a small boat which 
is rather difficult to float) 


Following on the footsteps of great Saraswat 
Mahakavi, Shri S V Pikale with doggedness of forging 
unity amont the Saraswat Brahmin Community spread 
all over the country from Kashmir to Kanyakumari 
embarked upon a mission of Bhagirath. Before him late 
Pt. Motilal Nehru, a Kashmiri Goud Saraswat Brahmin 
had made an attempt on national level in 1926 to ring 
all the Saraswats on a common platform. However, it had 
failed because he had not bothered to invoke the 
blessings of Kuldevatas and Kula Guruswamis. Pikale 
made a successful attempt to bring the whole Saraswat 
Community under one banner with full participation of all 
four Mathadipatis of Saraswats. The inaugural “1st” 
Saraswat Sammelan was held in Mumbai in 1972 at 
Shivaji Park, was followed by the “2nd” Sammelan at 
Mangalore in 1973, the “3rd” Sammelan in Cochin in 
1975, “4th” Sammelan in Delhi in 1977 and “sth” 
Sammelan in 1978. Another momentous event coinciding 
with “Sth” Sammelan was the opening of 
“Gowdapadacharya Centre” in the capital on 16.3.1978. 


And now the Silver Jubilee Saraswat Sammelan 
is going to be celebrated on 21st June 97 at Damodar 
hall, Parel, Mumbai to commemorate 25 years of 
formation of All India Saraswat Cultural Organisation and 
All India Saraswat Foundation and our president entering 
seventieth year of his birthday on 20th June. 


A long time ardent devotee of his Ishtadevata 
Shree Katyayani Baneshwar at Aversa in North Kanara, 
Shri Shantaram V. Pikale who is entering his 70th year 
in 1997, believes that his success in life is due to the 
blessings of Katyayani Durga, the Mother of Universe. 
Whether it is Katyayani, Shantadurga or Bhavani, Durga 
is the Divine Truth in its aspect of power, verity, security, 
continuity. Swami Vivekanand during his visit to Shree 
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Shantadurga Temple at Kavle is believed to have declared - 
later that in the Kavle Temple he had the same 
overwhelming realisation of the Presence of the Mother 
as he used to be blessed with at the Kali Temple at 
Dakshineshwar. pa 


The worshippers of Shree Katyayani do not feel 
called upon to renounce the World. They look to the 
Mother to guide them with her gentle hand to the fourfold 
accomplishment of life : Dharma, Artha Kaama and 
Moksha. Obligations to family, to society, to the nati 
and to humanity are here merged in the primary, 
ultimate obligation to the Self. The devotee seeks tat. 
and finds fulfilment. $ 


Eventhough his Kuladevata happens to be Sh ree 
Mangesh-Mahalaxmi. The Goddess installed in Aversa, 
in a temple whose ceilings look like an inverted boat, h 
remained the oar of his life. Since the establishment of 
the society of Shree Katyayani, Pikale has remained its 
president. For the past 38 years, the Society has been 
going from strength to strength. The changes that have 
taken place over the years at Aversa, thanks to the 
Society, need to be seen to be believed. An impressive 
Mahadwara greets the Kulavees and devotees right on 
the main road leading towards the temple. As you go near 
it, you see a Kalyan Mandap on the right and visitors 
quarters on the left. As you go near the sanctum 
sanctorum, covered with dazzling silver-plating all over, 
you see a silver palki kept in a closed room, to be opened 
on auspicious occassions. 


Aversa witnessed a grand event, Diamond 
studded Gold Saibeen Samarpana Mahotsav on 20 to 22 
February 1997 on the day of Magh Shudh Poornima. The 
Saibeen has a strange mahima. When Project Seabird 
of the Indian Navy threatened transport of the Shree 
Katyayani-Baneshwar Mandir, it was Pikale’s intervention 


. that averted the impending disaster and fulfilled the 


solemn pledge to dedicate to their Ishtadevata a Golden 
Saibeen. By divine coincidence it was first opened for 
Darshan in Rang Sharda Auditorium in Mumbai on 2nd 
February 1997 at the holy hands of Shreemat Sudhindra 
Tirth Swami of Kashi Math Samsthan, for the benefit of 
Kulavees and devotees. H. H. Swamiji also released 
"Anugraha", an audio-cassette brought out by the society 
of Shree-Katyayani, a musical tribute to Shri Pikale. 
Subsequently the Gold Saibeen was taken to Aversa in 
grand procession in an open vehicle in the presence of 
Swamiji. More than two lakhs of people participated in 
the procession at the time of installation ceremony. The 
Saibeen was formally dedicated to Shree Katyayani in 
the presence of two Swamijis-of Shree Kavale Mutt and 
Shree Gokarn Partagali Mutt. It also witnessed the grand 
felicitation of Shri Pikale and release of his pictorial 
biography - "Profile of a Visionary", by Hon. Shree R, V. 


of Shree S. V. Pikale "Saptati" Satkar Samiti 
M. Vidyadhiraj Swamiji of Gokarn Partagali Math 
ised silver coins on this occasion. It is the success 
of a man who believes in Kabir's following doha : 


Educationist, Supreme Court Advocate, Chair- 
nan of several companies, wellknown tax consultant and 
ve all, a staunch Konkani lover, Shri Shantaram V. 
ale became member of the Konkani Bhasha Mandal 
ai in the year 1994. For his eminent status as a 
<onkani lover and also for his contribution in various other 
aids, the Managing Committee was happy to make him 
Honorary Member of the Bhasha Mandal. 


i Utsav’ 


The Bhasha Mandal organised a fund raising 
titled ‘Konkani Utsav’ on October 7, 1994 at 
Rang Sharda Auditorium, Bandra. The noted Konkani 
activist and leader of ‘Mandd Sobhann!' cultural group of 
Mangalore was invited to present a musical show. The 
show was successful. Shri Pikale was the Chief Guest 
in this programme. 


First World Konkani Convention 


The First ever Konkani World Convention took 
place in Mangalore in December 1995. It was a 
spectacular success. Shri Pikale's role as the President 
of the Bombay Regional Committee of The World 
Konkani Convention was noteworthy. This Committee 
made up of Managing Committee of the Bhasha Mandal, 
| also included several distinguished Konkani persons from 
- different walks of life. The Committee played a major role 
| in enlisting about 500 delegates for the Convention and 
. collected over Rs. 10 lakhs by way of Delegate fees, 
- donations, sponsorships, advertisements in the souvenir 
. etc. Shri Pikale himself made a donation of Rs. One Lakh 
- and offered his office for conducting day to day affairs of 
the Committee. He was felicitated in the World 
. Convention for the important contribution made in the 
. cause of Konkani. 


Konkani Recogntion Day Programme 


| The Bhasha Mandal jointly with a local Konkani 
Association of Saki Naka, celebrated the 3rd Konkani 
Recogntion Day on August 20, 1995 at St Anthony's 
Church, Saki Naka. Shri Pikale was the Chief Guest at 
this function. The cultural programme Was entirely 
presented by children of the Saki Naka area. Shri Pikale 
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“A river gives a lot, but still flows 
no less don't you see? 
Give away your wealth generously 
You wont’ less wealthy be". 


m Im Im 


SERVICE TO KONKANI LANGUAGE 
By J. B. Moraes 


was so impressed with the performance of the children 
that the announced a donation of Rs. 5,000 to be 
distributed among them. 


Registration of the Bhasha Mandal 


Shri Pikale took upon himself to register the 
Bhasha Mandal as a Charitable Trust. Due to his efforts 
he was able to get the Bhasha Mandal registered as a 
Charitable Trust on October 31, 1995 under the Bombay 
Public Trust Act, 1950. He also helped the Bhasha 
Mandal to obtain exemption of tax under Section 80-G 
of the I.T. Act. 


Elected President of the Bhasha Mandal 


Shri Pikale was elected unopposed as President 
of the Bhasha Mandal on December 14, 1997. Since then 
he has been a guiding spirit of the Bhasha Mandal. He 
has presided over several programmes organised by the 
Bhasha Mandal such as Konkani Recognition Day 
celebrations and Public Meetings to pay homage to 
Konkani stalwarts like Shri Laxmidas Borkar, Shri 
G.M.B. Rodrigues and Shri Murlidhar Hattangady, who 
has passed away during the last five years. 


Diamond Jubilee of the Bhasha Mandal 


The biggest event of the Bhasha Mandal during 
his Presidentship undoubtedly is the celebration of the 
Diamond Jublilee of the Bhasha Mandal in October 2002. 
He inspired and guided the Managing Committee 
particularly in the matter of raising funds. Due to his 
contacts in the Saraswat Konkani Community, we could 
approach several distinguished Konkanies for supporting 
the Jubilee efforts financially and otherwise. Under his 
leadership, the Diamond Jubilee was a great success 


Shri Pikale has been able to project the Konkani 
Bhasha Mandal Mumbai as the representative body of all 
Konkanies irrespective of their caste, community and 
religion. The Bhasha Mandal aspires to continue in this 
direction under his leadership for many more years. 


On Shri Pikale's forthcoming 75th Birthday we 
wish him a long and dedicated service to the Konkani 
people and language. noo 


PART - Ii : FIVE EVENTFUL YEARS 


VISHWA SARASWAT SAMMELAN 


In 1997 the Silver Jubilee of All India Saraswat 
Cultural Organisation, popularly known as AISCO) was 
held in Parel, Mumbai on a grand scale, people from all 
over the country participating. N.V.Gunjikar, the Vice 
President was in charge of the programme and everything 
went off very well. K.K.Pai, the veteran Saraswat 
belonging to the family of Pais of Manipal and also a 
doyen among Indian bankers was the Chief Guest. Two 
books were released on the occasion. One was the 
souvenir issue of Samyukta Saraswat serving as a 
commemoration volume and the other one was, "India 
Fifty" a collection of my poems, specially compiled during 
the Golden Jubilee celebrations of the Independence of 
India. 


World Convention At Mangalore 


The Silver Jubilee programme opened up several 
new vistas for the organisation. In that meeting were 
many Saraswat stalwarts of which a special mention has 
to be made of Basti Vaman Shenoy who had earned a 
name and fame by earning the title of Konkani Sardar 
by organising the mammoth World Konkani Convention 
in December, 1995. In his address he said that the 
AISCO had the plans to hold Vishwa Saraswat 
Sammelan in December, 1992 but had to be abandoned 
in view of the riots. Now they would like to host Mangalore 
if K.K.Pai blessed. K.K.Pai immediately agreed and the 
invitation was accepted. 


It was finally decided to have the convention in 
Mangalore on 16, 17, 18 & 19, Dec. 1999. The hosts were 
none other than the Regional Reception Committee of 
Mangalore with Shri Basti Vaman Shenoy as the Chief 
Convenor and K.K.Pai as the Chairman of the Reception 
Committee 


The Red-letter Day 


Thursday the 16" Dec. 1999 the first day of the 
historic Vishwa Saraswat Convention can be regarded as 
the red-letter day in the life of Pikale. As the President 
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of the Organisation, in the morning that day praying foi 1 
the welfare of the humanity as a whole in general and. 
Saraswats in particular, Shri Gayatri Mahayajna was. 


ing as the yejman or the head of the gigantic Saras 
family spread all over the world. H.H.Shrimat Sudhind 
Tirth Swamiji of Shri Kashimath, who was camping in the 
temple, arrived at the conclusion of the yajna and offerinc 

prayers to Mother Goddess Gayatri for the success of 
the convention gave prasad to Pikale with all his heart. 


K 


At the inauguration programme, in the presence 
of all the Saraswat Gurupeethadhipatis and also the 
audience of more than 15,000 Saraswats assembled 
from all parts of the globe, Pikale was called upon to 
deliver the welcome address. What a great honour 
bestowed upon the son of a farmer who never dreamt that 
he would make this miracle. He had the printed speech 
ready in hand which was already circulated. Yet he chose 
to give a Konkani version, extempore. Is Konkani not his 
mother tongue? He wanted to bring respect to the mother 
tongue also on the occasion. It was a brilliant address. 
And two main parts of the address are given here below 
touching upon the past and also the road map for the 
future of Saraswats. 


The Past 


“...Incidentally Shalya Parva (51) describes the 
ancient heritage of Saraswats who stayed on the banks 
of the River Saraswati. It depicts how in a twelve year 
long famine, the Vedic Shroteyas were dead and how 
Saraswat lived on the River and preserved the Vedas. 
When the famine ended, Saraswat initiated about 60,000 
pupils into Vedas and they were once again promulgated. 
The Sage Saraswat Muni was the son of Dadhicha from 
the Bhrigu family. Hence Saraswats are known as the 
“Protectors of the Vedas.” 


The Road Map 


a) “Anational identity of unity in diversity, replacing 
parochial loyalties and communal fanaticism and 
regional chauvinism. 


Captain First 


b) Maintenance of Law and order, discipline in 
public life by treating work as worship. 


c) Family planning for population control and 


. education and employment to eradicate illiteracy 
a _ and poverty. 

d) Improving standards of living and quality of life of 
masses aiming at an egalitarian society. 

_ €) Freedom with duty and responsibility: socially 
responsible business with honour and integrity. 


f Realisation of goals is possible through medita- 
tion, introspection and pooling of resources. 
g) Reverence for all forms of life—non-violence— 
salvation through prayer, action or knowledge. 


h) Then he also appealed that younger generation 
be inducted into AISCO so that it could become 
more dynamic and vibrant." 


Thus it was a gold-letter day to be remembered 
for ever and all his toils and tears over 27 years in bringing 
up the organisations for Saraswat unity brought him 
comfort, solace and satisfaction that day." 


Thought Provoking Speeches 


After Pikale, addressed K. K. Pai, Chairman of 
the Reception Committee. He gave a call stating, "We 
must get inspired from our past and achievements, 
develop a pride of belonging to a centuries old 
community. "Swabhiman' is a necessary trait to be 
developed in every man, woman and child of Saraswat 
Community" Guests of Honour, Suresh P. Prabhu, 
Minister of Chemicals and Fertilisers, Central Govt. 
emphasising the need for the spread of education and 

knowledge stated, "Our future generations shall live not 
` by numerical strength but by the strength of knowledge.” 
R.V.Deshpande, Minister of Industries, Karnataka Govt. 
appealed to Saraswat Institutions to start technological 
and other professional institutions besides undertaking 
welfare measures for the benefit of the under privileged. 
Yogish Bhat, M.L.A., Mangalore spoke a few words 
befitting the occasion. 


In conclusion, giving their benedictions, the 
Saraswat pontiffs stated, 


“We pray to our Aradhyadevas, Shri Bhavani 
Shankar for the success of the Sammelan"—H. H. 
Shrimat Sachhidanand Saraswati, Guru Swamiji and 
H.H. Shrimat Shivanand Saraswati, Shishya Swamiji 
of Shri Kaivalya Math. 


"This is not a convention but is a dharmic 
utsav. During the Sammelan, please discuss 
seriously about the roles to be played by the 
Mandirs and Maths"—H.H.Shrimat Sadyojat 
Shankarashram Swamiji of Shri Chitrapur Math. 


"By the word Saraswat, we mean, well-cultured 


people, with resourcefulness and, large at heart and 
broad-mind"—H.H.Shrimat Vidhyadhiraj Tirth Swamiji 
of Shri Gokarn Math. 


"God is the giver of life and wisdom to us. 
Indian culture has given a very high place to God 
in our day to day life and whatever we do is to please 
and win the grace of God. But, in the name of 
secularism, in the Constitution of India there is no 
place for God at all. The absence of fear of God 
is the main cause of wide-spread violence in the 
country"—H. H. Shrimat Sudhindra Thirth Swamiji of 
Shri Kashi Math. 


The inauguration concluded with a hearty vote 
of thanks by the Chief Convenor, Basti Vaman 
Shenoy. 


27 Years' Toil 


For Pikale, however, it was a gold-letter day to 
be remembered for ever and all his toils and tears over 
27 years in bringing up the organisations for Saraswat 
unity brought him comfort, solace and satisfaction that 
day. 


gaag 


SARASWAT NAGAR IN MANGALORE 


Three thousand delegates registered their names 
for participation in business sessions. And after business 
sessions in the evening were variety entertainment 
programmes comprising of cultural programmes such as 
mono-acts, dramas, one act musical plays and 
yakshagana bayalata when entry was free and general 
public from the city in hundreds came and attended. The 
subjects discussed during three days of sessions are as 
follows: 


PROFILE OF A VISIONARY : S. V. PIKALE 


Friday the 1 7" December, 1999 
Sons of The River Saraswati 


The sessions began with the lighting of the 
traditional lamp by Minister Suresh Prabhu. Welcome 
address was by Dr.K.Mohan Pai. The subjects were Part 
a) Historical background, geographical distribution, 
economy language etc. b) Social & religious practices 


and customs. The groups that participated by presenting 
their papers were Kashmiri Saraswats, Rajasthani 
Saraswats, Kutch Saraswats, Rajapur Saraswats, 
Chitrapur Saraswats, Saraswats from Maharashtra, 
Bhalawalikar Saraswat Samaj and Gowd Saraswats. 
From their presentations we could come to a conclusion 
that all the groups have their roots on the banks of the 
River Saraswati. Interestingly the Saraswats from Kash- 
mir went to that part of the country at the invitation of 
Maharshi Kashyap. For their stay, land from a huge lake 
was reclaimed by the sage and the area thus came to 
be named as Kashyap Mara, Kashyap’s Lake or — 
Kashmir. Many of the groups also gave an account of 12 
years draught and Saraswat Muni acting as a saviour and 
propagator of Vedas. So common heritage was proved 
in this session. And this formed the basis of coming 
together. 


Saraswat Religious Seats 


The after noon session covered Saraswat 
Gurupeethas— Math System in which the our Saraswat 
Religious Seats were introduced by the disciples of the 
respective Math's. 


Saturday, 18" Dec. 1999 


The day started with lighting of the lamp and the 
topics discussed were relevant to modern day living. They 
were, Entrepreneurial Development in Saraswat Commu- 
nity, Development of Saraswat Women, Vaidik Session, 
Saraswat Service Organisations, Role of Astrology and 
Role of Konkani Language in uniting Dakshinatya 
Saraswats. The AISCO had a separate session giving its 
aims, objectives, activities and programmes. 


Sunday, 19" Dec. 1999 


To day is the concluding day. Topics taken up 
for discussion were not ordinary ones but the burning 
problems faced by Saraswats: They were Plight of 
Kashmiri Saraswats, Kerala Dewaswom Bill, Temple 


u 1 


Administration and Marriage Bureau and NRI Saraswats. — 


In the after-noon there was a feedback session when the. 
delegates and participants were asked to give their. 
opinion about the entire programme. 


Valedictory 


The concluding ceremony was again colourful. 
and touching, with hundreds in attendance. As on the first - 
day all the four Swamijis attended. On the other days 
during business sessions Swamijis were not invited to 
attend taking into account their routine of offering poojas 
three times a day. Ramanath Rai, Minister, Karnataka 
Govt and Yogish Bhat, MLA were the guests of honour. 
Atthe end, the memorable event concluded with a grand 
display of fireworks to the admiration of all. 


Historic Event 


.It was a historic event that all Saraswats can 
always boast of and take pride in. We do not know when 
a convention of that magnitude, greatness and glory 
would take place again. It was a very significant event 
because it took place in December, 1999 at the close 
of second millennium and Pikale's road map has a great 
relevance while entering the new millennium. 


Guru Overjoyed 


One saint and sage visibly overjoyed at the 
success of the mammoth convention was H.H.Shrimat 
Sachhidanand Saraswati Swamiji Guru Maharaj of Shri 
Kaivalya Math who happens to be the spiritual master 
of Pikale. During the valedictory programme Guru, in 
appreciation of the efforts of his beloved disciple, Pikale, 
candidly announced, "They say the tongue is boneless 
and is capable of rolling freely to form any words. Quite 
a few people had expressed that the Vishwa Saraswat 
Sammelan would be a big flop! To-day they should have 
come here and seen for themselves whether it is a failure 
or a success...!" 


minim, 


MANY MORE EVENTS 


Vishwa Saraswat Sammelan made Pikale a 
colossus. He became more energetic and enthusiastic 
in respect of service to God and humanity. 


Golden Ganesh 


Inaddition to Saraswat Guru Maharajas, learned 
men, old and young delegates who had arrived from all 
over the world to Mangalore to participate in the 
Convention, there was a celestial guest. It was none other 
than Shri Mangala Moorthi Gajanan. Pikale's long 
cherished dream of converting Aversa temple into a 
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temple of golden idols had realised with the advent of 
diamond studded Golden Ganesh. There were already 
golden idols of Shri Baneshwar and about Mother 
Goddess Katyayani we have already made a mention. 
Now with his golden parents Golden Ganesh was ready 
to reside in Aversa Temple. Pikale had already got the 
idol ready and before installation in the temple, the deity 
was brought to the venue of Vishwa Saraswat Sammelan. 
And so on the first day all could have a glimpse of this 
rare idol placed majestically on the beautifully decorated 
dais. In fact before the traditional lamp was lighted by 
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. Soon after the Sammelan, on Tuesday the 21" 
, 1999, H.H.Shrimat Vidyadhiraj Tirth Swamiji of Shri 


e building with twelve more rooms for the stay of 
s was inaugurated. As a welfare measure a health 
tre named after the Mother Goddess Katyayani was 
Started for the benefit of people in and around 
e Inverted Boat 
The story of other Goddess Katyayani's will not 
complete unless we make a mention ofthe inverted 
9at-shaped ceiling of the Mother's temple. Here goes 
Hundred Years Ago 
About five centuries ago, Goa came under the 

2 of Portuguese. They imposed their religion of 
stianity on Hindus and Gowd Saraswats suffered the 
9st in the process. For centuries, Goa was their home 

n their hearth and cattle. But the rulers were ruthless 
their approach towards the religion. They gave an 
imatum that within a month's time Hindus must convert 
emselves into Christians failing which they should leave 
30a forever or they would forcibly be converted into 
istians. Their place of worship would be demolished 
d in their place churches would be built. Some people 
ent into the fold of Christianity and many left Goa with 
ir deities of worship. 


2 to Aversa 


One such deity that had left Goa was Goddess 
Katyayani. According to the legend the Mother Goddess 
appeared in the dream of the priest of the temple and 
asked him to take Her on a sitting board and that She 
would tell the destination. He carried the board, sailed 
: a boat and reached Aversa. There was already a 
shrine of Shri Baneshwar in Aversa and as desired by 
the Mother, She was taken into the temple and was 
installed there. 


| o Ordinary Temple 


After installation, the temple was known as Shri 
tyayani Baneshwar Temple. Although She was the 
Es of quite a few Saraswat families She 
became the deity of all people especially in and around 
Ankola with a popular name of Saibeen. 


Saibeen 
Who is this Saibeen? It is a word borrowed from 
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Goa to denote Mother Goddess and is being used mostly 
by Christians. They address Holy Mary, the mother of 
Christ as Saibeen. In Konkani, Saiba and Saibeen are 
used while addressing a respectable man and a lady. In 
Uttar Kannada Konkani is extensively used by all as the 
common man’s language and so the word Saibeen 
-— very handy while addressing Mother Katyayani 
also. 


SINKING BOATS 


A merchant with a fleet of ships full of 
merchandise was on a business voyage. Half way 
the ships were caught in a strong tempest and were 
tossed on the rough sea. The merchant did not know 
what to do to save the ships. All that he could do 
was to offer prayers to Saibeen to come to his 
rescue, save him and his ships. As soon as he 
finished his prayers a miracle happened. All of a 
sudden the rough seas became calm, the weather 
remained stable and he did not lose even a straw! 


On the successful completion of the voyage, 


the merchant returned with a handsome profit and 
also with all his ships in tact. He paid a visit to the 
temple gratefully. After offering thanks giving prayer 
he looked up and there came to his view the roof 
of the temple in a dilapidated condition requiring 
immediate repairs. "Mother, do you stand here in this 
condition? No | can't bear the sight!" he bowed down 
his head and decided to have a strong roof but with 
a difference. Mother had saved him and his boats; 
so he thought that he should dedicate a roof looking 
like a boat. The roof was repaired and renovated and 
even to day the ceiling is in the form of an inverted 
boat as a testimony of his offering in gratitude. 


Deities of Worship 


To Pikale family Shri Mangesh and Shri 
Mahalakshmi in Goa are the family deities and Shri 
Katyayani Baneshwar in Aversa, Ankola is their Palvi. 
Theirs is a rare combination of family deities. Shri 
Mangesh is none other than Lord Shiva and how He got 
that name? Parvati once called Him so by a twist of 
tongue out of great fear and anxiety when a huge tiger 
frightened her. Instead of invoking with the words 
Pahimam Girish, thé words Mam Girish became 
Mangesh! Then, as Smarth Gowd Saraswats worship 
both Shiva and Vishnu, Shri Mahalakshmi, the consort 
of Vishnu became another deity for Pikale family. 


Alternative Deities 


But Goa was under the Portuguese regime. 
Going on a pilgrimage to the temples in Goa was next 
to impossible, as entry was not permitted to the people 


from other parts of India. But one must have a family deity 
and a pilgrimage to the temple of the family deity is 
regarded as more sacred than the pilgrimage to Kashi 
or Rameshwar. This is so because it is the family deity 
that is with us through the ages affording protection at 
all times besides gracing us with prosperity. So in the 
absence of their family deities at hand, Pikale family had 
to adopt Shri Katyayani Baneshwar as their 'palvi' or an 
alternate family deity. This is permitted under the 
circumstances beyond one's control. 


Achievements 


Under Pikale's presidentship the society could 
do a lot for the temple and also the visiting pilgrims. The 
temple was dulyrenovated, the sanctum sanctorum got 
silver for its doors and walls and the idols, gold and 
diamonds. The temple is situated in a place away from 
the national highway and so remained unnoticed. To 
attract the attention of people travelling on the highway 
Pikale erected a grand Mahadwar in memory of his 
parents. Now all travellers on the highway invariably come 
to know that there is a temple inside. Ultimately the 
temple saw the golden idol of Mother Goddess Katyayani 
and so also Baneshwar became golden. Added to these 
two deities, in 1999, the diamond studded Ganapati 
arrived at the temple. For the benefit of the pilgrims 
staying overnight accommodation was provided in the 
precincts of the temple and now a full-fledged medical 
centre in the name of Shri Katyayani is functioning under 
the auspices of the temple. Thus a temple that was 
unable to light the sacred lamp in front of the deities at 
one time has now become a famous pilgrimage centre 
thanks to the wholehearted participation by Pikale and 
his family and friends. But Pikale is all humility: "It is all 
Her Greatness and Glory. | am only a simple tool." Let's 
accept his words, as before God all are tools only but 
God must accept us as His tools. Only the blessed ones 
will get the opportunity of serving Him. And Pikale, he 
must certainly be one among them! 


Roll of Honour by H.H. Shri Gokarn Math 


On 15" November 1998, H.H.Shrimat Vidyadhiraj 
Thirth Swamiji of Shri Gokarn Math bestowed on Pikale, 
a Roll of Honour "for the distinguished services rendered 
to the society at large and Saraswat Community in 
particular and attaining high standards of professional 
excellence and eminent position in the society and for 
other meritorious work done for the welfare of the 
community." 
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Shri Sudhindra Puraskar 


G.S.B.Seva Mandal, Mumbai, one of the ber 
ciaries of his benevolence and honorary audit servic 
on 20" October, 2000 chose to bestow their ne 
instituted Shri Sudhindra Puraskar upon him recognisi 
his contribution for the cause of Saraswats and als 
services to the Mandal. There were a few other award 
also in some other fields. He received the award with 
humility from H.H.Shrimat Sudhindra Tirth Swamiji. TI 
citation of the award emphatically tells in a nutshell thi 
he is very humble and modest man and has brought 
about a lot of Enlightenment amongst all the Saraswats 
in India. The Mandal also states that they are proud tha 
his firm has been auditing their accounts for the las 
several years. 


Golden Jubilee of Sanyas Deeksha of 
H.H. Shri Kavie Math 


Grand celebrations were held in Goa in the ye ar 
2000 and it was organised in such a way that in differer 
parts of the country a yearlong programme was to be 
held. Accordingly in Mumbai in the year 2001, in the 
month of May, under Pikale’s leadership two books were 
published in commemoration of the event: 1) Shri 
Gowdapadacharya & Shri Kavle Math and 2) Mandukya 
Upanishad with Gowdapada Karika, Sanskrit Text with an 
English rendering by Shri Swami Nischalananda Giri. The 
first book was published by AISCO and the second one 
by Pikale himself. In fact Saraswat readers were badly 
in need of Gowdapada Karikas since long and Pikale has 
met that need. H.H.Shri Kavle Math in the presence of 
H.H.Shri Gokarn Math released the books on 7th May 
2001 and also H.H.Shri Chitrapur Math in a well attended 
Shanti Kunj programme. 


Thanks Giving to Guru Maharajas 


Since inception, the Swamijis were a source of 
strength and inspiration to Saraswats and in the case of 
AISCO and AISF it was more so. Therefore Pikale felt 
that as a mark of gratitude sanmanapatras should be 
given to all Swamijis by AISCO during its thirtieth year. 
Accordingly during the Shantikunj programme on 7 May 
2001 three Swamijis were given sanmanpatras on silver 
plaque and in respect of H.H.Shri Kashi Math Pikale 
ceremoniously handed it over to Shri Swamiji in Baroda 
on 20 May 2001. 


ogg 


= Pikale entered the 75" year in the year 2002. 
he look to be 75. Rarely so. By his looks, his 
ch, his activities and more so in the case of religious 
‘social service he is as young as ever. He is now 
as a legal luminary in the galaxy of taxation 
is like Nani Palkhiwala. He is aptly called 
ala of Goa by bringing together Indian Laws and 
Laws. In the Saraswat world his name is 
with AISCO and he and his AISCO have 
ome inseparable in such a way that no force on the 
can separate them. Then that Aversa temple with 
jther Goddess Katyayani! He as an ardent devotee, 
es the temple in the inner most chamber of his heart 
ays dedicated in service of Mother Goddess. 


Years Celebrations 


30 years ago the Saraswat organisations were 
led and the AISCO committee now felt that in a 
ing way, some celebrations should be held in 
ai, the home of the organisations. It was decided 
D bring out a special issue of the house magazine 
ering the history of Saraswats and their associations 
temples in Mumbai. Then there was going to be a 
sical evening inviting Saraswat artistes. The programme 
as named Saraswat Rajani and Karnatak Sangha Hall 
Mahim was going to be the venue. The auspicious day 
Sunday the 3 March, 2002. 


tions by H.H. Shri Kashi Math 


Shrimat Sudhindra Tirth Swamiji of Shri Kashi 
Math was camping iri Walkeshwar Kashi Math at that 
time. He is one of the architects of Saraswat integration 
and so it was decided that his benedictions should be 
obtained on 2nd March 2002, a day earlier. Under the 
leadership of Pikale, Vice Presidents N.V.Gunjikar and 
G.V.Masurkar along with the Editor, K.G.Mallya called on 
Shri Swamiji and sought blessings. Simultaneously the 
‘special issue cum commemoration volume was also 
carried. Pikale made a request to Shri Swamiji to release 
the book and His Holiness was kind enough to 
immediately oblige with all his heart. 


The Programme Proper 


It was a rare programme. The hall was packed 
beyond the expectations of the people in charge of the 
celebrations. The Chief Guest was K.V.Kamath, the 
M.D.& CEO of ICICI Bank, and the Guests of Honour 
were P.S.Pai, Ex-Mayor of Mumbai, D. A. Bijoor, the 90 
years old veteran banker who was the Chairman of 
Shamrao Vithal Co-op. Bank and Arvind Rao, an 
industrialist. When he came to know that the audience 
consisted of Saraswats of all denominations, the 
astounded Chief Guest, K.V.Kamath exclaimed that all 
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THREE DECADES AND THRICE BLESSED 


these days he was seeing and addressing only Gowd 
Saraswat audiences and today for the ejnt: was 
in the midst of a unique assembly consisting of 
Saraswats of all denominations. He was all praise for the 
organisation. For his meritorious service in the field of 
finance and management AISCO conferred "Saraswat 
Ratna" award on K.V.Kamath for the year 2001-2002. 


I'm also Saraswat 


Interestingly during the entertainment programme 
quite a few artistes while introducing took pains to 
declare, "I AM ALSO A SARASWAT” although he or she 
had a different surname or mother—tongue. It was a great 
day for Pikale. The feeling of oneness was evident 
everywhere and was it not his life's mission especially 
during the last thirty years to bring about emotional 
integration at least among all clans of Saraswats? 


The Crowning Glory after Thirty Years 


The success that he has achieved can not be 
measured by any yardstick. The special issue of 
Samyukta Saraswat was sent to all the members and 
well wishers. And the Editor of the magazine gets one 
day a surprise gift by way of a letter from the veteran cine 
artiste, Dr. Manoj Kumar of 'Mere Desh Ki Dharti' fame. 
Here go the contents of his letter dated 14" May 2002: 


“| received the copy of Samyukta Saraswat 
Magazine and was delighted to read it. The article ‘ROAD 
MAP OF SARASWAT’ by Shri S V Pikale is very 
interesting and enlightening description detail given by 
Shri Shalya Purva (51) describing the ancient heritage of 
Saraswat is very interesting and enlightening. In the 
same article it is mentioned about the Gathering of 
Saraswat Samaj at Shivaji Park in 1972, | was lucky and 
honoured one to participate in it on behalf of North Indian 
Saraswat. | could not attend the function for all the days 
because | had to go for an out-door of my Film Shooting. 
Then it is mentioned about Greater Kailash, New Delhi, 
Saraswat Sansthan. | had built a beautiful Bungalow in 
Greater Kailash and we took no time and gave it to them 
in Cost to Cost. Though we were not interested in taking 
a single penny but all the members of the committee 
insisted that we should at least take the money that we 
spend on it. | believe you mentioned in the same article 
about the same Bungalow and | am also delighted to 
know the Get Together of Saraswat in Mumbai in 
Dwarkanath Bhawan, Wadala, Mumbai, where Honourable 
Union Ministers of Parliament Shri Suresh Prabhu was 
the Chief Guest. 

This article also says that Saraswat are from 


Bhrigu Family and are also protectors of the Vedas, This 
address of mine is temporary but | am here at least for 


6 months and hope for such Functions and Get Togethers 
you will give me a chance to be with you all, 


Central Theme 


The central theme of the letter is the strong 
sense of belonging to Saraswat community. Has Pikale's 
dream of bringing together all Saraswats, realised? Yes, 
but not to-day. May be in 1972 or 1978. "We have to 
strengthen the organisation so that it will become more 
and more effective and useful like us." This is how he 
pleads. 


Appreciation by Veteran Saraswat 


Here is one more accolade: When informed 
about the Birth Amrit Mahotsav of Pikale and also about 
the commemoration volume, Shri K.K.Pai, a veteran 
Saraswat has sent his good wishes as follows vide his 
letter dated 1" Jan., 2003: 


"| accept with disbelief that my close friend Shri 
Pikale is 75 years old! Does he look to be 75? | can 
hardly believe! His looks, his words, his life crammed with 
activities and his everlasting enthusiasm in serving 
Saraswats which often | envy—have made me believe 
that he is only in the late forties. May God bless him! 


Shri Pikale wears several caps. By profession he 
is a Supreme Court Advocate and Taxation is his forte. 
He is an author who has written books on Taxation and 
NRI Investment. He is an educationist founding schools 
and colleges. He is a philanthropist who never sends 
back empty—handed anyone who seeks his help. But 
above all is his love for Saraswat culture. He is one who 
deserves all our praise and appreciation for his efforts in 
bringing together all the denominations of Saraswats 
through All India Saraswat Cultural Organisation which 


he is heading as President since the beginning. — 


The community of Saraswats had made mic 
tion after migration in different directions for vario 
reasons and more so after that mythological ri 
Saraswati vanished from the surface of the earth « 
5000 years ago. Shri Pikale has dedicated his life fi 
bringing together Saraswats spread from Kashmir | 
Kanyakumari. And this aspect needs to be recognise 
by all. 


Yes, while declaring so, | am conscious that th 
is not one man's job nor would this mission be complet, 
in one generation and so the results of his efforts may 
not be visible just now. But the awareness created sq 
far especially during the historic Vishwa Saraswa! 
Sammelan in Mangalore in December, 1999 when all the - 
four Saraswat Gurupeethadhipatis came on one platform 
with 15000 Saraswats from all over the world ir 
attendance, will linger in our minds for a long time to 
come. | sincerely admire his efforts in this behalf. 


On this occasion, | wish this great social worker 
the best of health, wealth, happiness and longevity to 
serve the Saraswat community as a whole." i 


M 


One and One Only Saraswat 


While we join with the prayers of Shri K.K.Pai, : 
we want to add only this much in conclusion: There are 
many social workers. There are many educationists. | 
There are many High Court and Supreme Court 
Advocates but there is only one Pikale who has earnestly - 
taken up as a lifetime mission of bringing together — 
Saraswats of all denominations to bring about the unity - 
of mind and purpose. Only one Pikale. And so does he 
not deserve a full-throated appreciation of all? 


By K. G. Mallya 

Editor, Samyukta Saraswat, 
House Magazine, AISCO 
Mumbai. 


god 
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— lll : IN MEMORIAM 


Late Mrs. Mukta S. Pikale 


Birth : 01-06-1932 


Death : 18-08-1997 


सौ. मुक्ता पिकळे — एक आदरांजली 


दुर्गा जयवंत वाघ 


२४ ऑगस्ट, शनिवार माहिमच्या सरस्वती 
मंदिराच्या खालच्या सभागृहात वर्दळ दिसत होती. सौ. 
मुक्ता गेली त्याला आज तेरा दिवस झाले की! काळ थोडाच 
थांबणार, मी त्याप्रीत्यर्थ सारी मंडळी जमली होती जड 
अंत:करणाने नी आंत गेले. समोरच स्टेजवर टेबल 
ठेवलेलं, त्यावर मुक्ताचा फोटो रंगीत फुलांनी वेढलेला. 
खाली एका बाजूला भजनी मंडळाच्या बायका गोड भजन 
करीत होत्या. फोटोशेजारी एक समई तेवत होती. भरल्या 
डोळ्यांनी मी तिच्या फोटोकडे पाहात असतांना मला 
बाजूलाच मंद जळणारी उदबत्ती दिसली. खरंच, मुक्ता पण 
अशीच उदबत्तीसारखीच जळाली नी सर्वाना सुगंध देतादेता 
विझूनही गेली. 

कार्यक्रम आटोपला, प्रसाद ग्रहण करून मी घरी 
आले, मन उदासच होतं. नुकतीच शांतारामभाऊंची 'सत्तरी' 
झाली त्यावेळी प्रकाशित केलेलं पुस्तक घेऊन बसले. बघां 
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मी म्हटलं खरं, मुक्ता गेली. कुठे गेली ती. ती तर इथेच 
आहे. माझ्या समोरच PROFILE OF A VISIONARY हे 
त्यांच्या कुटुंबाचं माहितीपूर्ण पुस्तक उघडलेलं. मुक्ताच्या 
वयाची पासष्ट वर्ष गेली खरी पण तिच्या आयुष्यांतील 
महत्वाच्या अशा प्रसंगाची अनेक पानं सांगताहेत की मुक्ता 
गेली नाही, आम्ही तिला धरून ठेवली आहे. तिला नाही 
जाऊ देणार, त्याशिवाय कित्येकांच्या मनांत घर करून 
राह्मलेली ती जाईलच कशी. माझंच पहाना, माझा तिचा 
सहवास कमीच, पण काही व्यक्ती मनांत भावल्या का 
तिथेच स्थिरावतात, हालतच नाहीत. 


मला मुक्ताबद्दल फार कुतूहल वाटे, एवढी 
इंग्लंडमध्ये शिक्षण घेतलेली बाई ही. पण एकदम साधी, 
शांत, गर्व करण्यासाठी, आई-वडिलांचे उत्तम संस्कार 
लाभलेले, दृष्ट लागेल असा आयुष्याचा जोडीदार, 
उच्चशिक्षित, गुणी मुले नी लक्ष्मीमातेचा वरदहस्त. काय 


ed आणखी. पण di कधीच उतली नाही की मातली 
नाही. सोशिकता नी सामंजस्य यांनीही नतमस्तक व्हावं 
तिच्यापुढे. 


आमच्या भजनवर्गात आली काही वर्षे, पण मग 
थांबली, घरांत अडचण आहे म्हणाली. मी किती सांगितलं, 
'आठवड्यांतून एक दिवस नी तेही दोनच तास तू 
तुझ्याकरिता देऊ शकत नाहीस का? शांतपणे हसली, 
स्वत:मुळे इतरांची गैरसोय? तिला सहनच होत नसावं. 
तिच्या बोलण्यातून मला जाणवायचं की, तिला आमचं 
भजन खूप आवडतं. 


आम्हांला भजन शिकवायला, अध्यात्मातले 
मेरूमणीच म्हणा ना, गुरूवर्य मनोहर उर्फ दादा सबनीस 
पुण्याहून येत असत. गुरुबद्दलही तिला नितांत आदर होता. 
एकदा आम्ही दोघं, दादा व त्यांच्या पत्नी यांना गोवा 
दाखवायला घेऊन गेलो होतो. तिथे देवळात पिकळे 
जोडप्याची गाठ पडली. मुक्ताने शांतारामभाऊंशी ओळख 
करून दिली. आपल्या गुरुंची, पुढचं मग सांगायलाच नको. 
शांतारामभाऊ म्हणजे आतिथ्याचे अध्वर्यूच. लगेच त्यांनी 
काणकोणच्या मठात श्रीमत्‌ स्वामी आलेले, त्यांचा उत्सव 
चाललेला, तो पाहण्याचे आमंत्रण केले इतकेच नव्हें तर 
आपली गाडी पाठवून त्यांतून आम्हा चौघांना पैंगिणीला 
नेले. तिथे मुक्ताच्या सांगण्यावरुन दादांना भजनसेवा 
करायचीही संधी दिली. दादानांही समाधान वाटले. 
त्यानंतर मीलेमच्या आपल्या बंगल्यावर नेऊन आमची 
राहायची, जेवणाची, दुसर्‍या दिवशी सारं फार्म दाखवायची 
व्यवस्था करून रातोरात ती दोघं मुंबईला परतली विमानाने. 
झंझावाती दौरा होता तो. नाही तरी शांतारामभाऊंच्या फक्त 
नावातच शांत शब्द आहे. एरवी सळसळणारं चैतन्य. 


खूपदा मुक्ता मनांतून धास्तावयाची, मला अनेकदा 
तिनं बोलून दाखवलं होतं, “मला ना नवऱ्याची फार 
काळजी वाटते कुठलंही काम असो, तो स्वतःला असा 
झोकून देता की, आपल्या तब्येतीचीही काळजी नसते 
त्याला. एकदा त्याने मनांत घेतलं की, झालंच सगळं” 
मी तिची समजूत घाली, “तो चांगलंच करतो आहे ना, 
मग देवालाच त्याची काळजी, तू निश्चित राहा.” याच 
मायेपोटी कोण जाणे मुक्ता सतत त्याची सावली बनून 
होती. प्रत्येक गोष्टीचा व्याप मोठा. शरीर थकायचं तिचं. 
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पण कायम हसतमुख राहून कधीच कुणाला भासू दिल 
नाही तिने. तिच्या डोळ्यांतून हसणे फुलत असे. हाता! 
माणसं असली तरी त्यांच्याकडून करवून घेणं हेही 
थोकडे. 


एकदा आमच्या भजनवर्गाची सहल गेलेली | 
बदलापूरला. तिथे कुणा बाईच्या घरी तिचा देव श्रीकृष्ण . 
बोलतो असं आमच्यांतील एका भगिनीने ऐकलं, नी आम्ही 
तिथं जायचं ठरवलं तो चमत्कार बघायला, तेथे अर्धा j 
तास भजन केले देवासमोर, मग त्या बाई कृष्णासमोर उभ्या | 
राहिल्या स्वत:शीच पुटपुटत. सार्‍या बायका तिच्यातफे 
देवाला आपल्या गाऱ्हाणी सांगण्याकरिता भोवती 
जमलेल्या. मी गंमत पहात होते. मुक्ताही मागे भिंतीशी | 
टेकून स्वस्थ उभी होती, इतक्यात अकस्मात त्या बाईने | 
कृष्णाच्या अंगावरचा खण नी वेणी मागे न बघता हात | 
मागे करुन फेकला तो नेमका मुक्ताच्या अंगावर. मुक्ताला | 
देवाचा प्रसाद मिळाल्याचा मला खूप आनंद झाला पण | 
ती इतको भांबावली, 'काय करुं मी आता याचे, काय 
करायचं असतं? ती विचारात होती. मी म्हटलं, “अग, 
लको आहेस तू. प्रसाद आहे हा. घाबरू नकोस, गजरा 
घाल केसांत नी खणाची चोळी शिवून घाल चारदा, मग 
हवं तर दे कुणाला, घाबरतेस कशाला. आज वाटतं 
श्रीकृष्णच तो, पुढील भवितव्याचा स्वामीच. अहेवपण 
लेवून माझ्याकडे येणारच आहे ही सवाष्ण काही वर्षानी 
आज अनायसे आली आहे माझ्या पायाशी नी म्हणून 
खणाफुलांनी तिचा सन्मान तर केला नसेल ना प्रभुने 
स्वतः? काहीही असो, मुक्ता मुक्त झाली. तिलाही वाटलं 
असेल, “यापुढे मात्र शांतारामभाऊ आपली तब्येत 
सांभाळूनच राहातील. माझी धास्ती गेली. गतजन्मीचं 
प्राक्त मी आज भोगत आहे. होऊ नये त्या व्याधीने 
मला ग्रासलं आहे. तशी सारीजण आपापल्या मार्गाला 
लागलीत. लेकीसारख्या गुणी सुना, मुलगे, लाडकी लेक, 
जावई आता वडिलांची काळजी घेतीलच. माझं उदबत्तीचं 
अस्तित्वही संपत आलं आहे. मला विझायलाच हवं. 35 
शांतिः शांतिः शांतिः (d. 


मनाला चटका लावून गेलेल्या माझ्या जावेला या 
भावुक आदरांजली व्यतिरिक्त मी काय बरं वाहू? 


अस्तु । 
goa 


| The year 1997 saw some important events in the 
of Shri Shantaram Venkatrao Pikale, popularly known 
Pikale and we may be pardoned in addressing him 
as Pikale throughout this write up. 


For quite sometime he was nurturing an ambition 
bringing golden Katyayani to his Aversa temple and 
the estimated cost of the idol was Rs.25 lakhs. When 
‘he discussed with the members of the committee 
everyone wholeheartedly supported the idea and assured 
that the required amount could be easily raised by way 
of donations. There were solid assurances and so the 
order was placed for making golden Saibeen, the popular 
name of the Mother Goddess in Goa. 


Idol Ready 


The sacred idol was ready. It lured the heart of 
everyone and Pikale was the happiest man on the earth. 
It was decided that the idol should be unveiled first in 
Mumbai under the auspices of Shri Katyayani Society, 
Mumbai and thereafter it was to be taken to Aversa for 
installation. So an auspicious day was fixed for unveiling 
the deity in the famous Ranga Sharada Hall in Mumbai 
by H.H.Shrimat Sudhindra Thirth Swamiji of Shri Kashi 
Math Samsthan. All arrangements were made and now 
it was time to take delivery of the idol. Relying on the 
assurances of donations, in anticipation a cheque was 

| issued in favour of the goldsmith for the full amount. 


No Balance in the Account 


Cheque was issued, yes. But there was no 
balance in the account! The people who had assured to 
give donations did not turn up. The Treasurer reported that 
in the account the balance was less than 50% of the 
amount of the cheque. An emergency meeting took place 
in Pikale’s residence. They discussed and discussed but 
the solution to the problem was not in sight. The meeting 
remained inconclusive and the members left. 


Seriously III 


At that time Pikale's wife Mukta was showing 
symptoms of serious illness and this added more to the 
agony of Pikale. He also wanted to celebrate his 70 
Birthday together with his father's Birth Centenary in the 
presence of golden Katyayani, the deity of his everyday 
worship. Mukta had overheard the proceedings of the 
meeting. As soon as the committee members had left 
she called her husband to her side and asked faintly, 
"What is the short fall?" 


“It is too big to be borne by any individual," Pikale 
looked helpless. 
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"Please tell me," she insisted. 


"Twelve lakhs is the collections made so far. 
More than thirteen lakhs is the shortfall." 


She listened carefully, pondered for a while and 
looked up at him for a fraction of a second. The she 
thought of something, went in and brought an envelope. 
Handing over, she said, "Here you are. This is a fixed 
deposit of Rs.15 lakhs in our joint names. Please break 
the deposit and see that the cheque is honoured." 


Trembling Hands 


With trembling hands, Pikale received it, unbe- 
lieving. She fondly touched his hand. That is all. As 
scheduled the unveiling ceremony took place on 7" Feb., 
1997.The entire programme went off very well with 
H.H.Shrimat Sudhindra Tirth Swamiji of Shri Kashi Math 
profusely blessing the couple at the time of unveiling 
ceremony. Only the couple knew the background and 
yes, also Goddess Katyayani. Later in Aversa the idol 
was consecrated on 22 Feb. 1997 by H.H.Shrimat 
Sachhidanand Saraswati Swamiji of Shri Kavale Math 
and also H.H.Shrimat Vidyadhiraj Tirth Swamiji of Shri 
Gokarn Math. 


Ladies of Pikale Family 


It must be admitted that the ladies of Pikale 
family are really great. They are willing to make any 
sacrifice for their family and also to save the honour of 
the family. Pikale's mother had given all her gold to 
purchase land for earning a living and here his wife gave 
all her money to save the honour of her husband who had 
not only signed the cheque as the President but also had 
finalised the installation programme inviting Swamijis. 
What a great lady she was! 


For Generosity No Limit 


Sad to say, after completing her mission on this 
earth Mukta left for her heavenly abode on 18 Aug., 1997 
at the age of 65 and Pikale saw darkness and darkness 
everywhere. It took sometime for him to come out of the 
shock of his life. In a rare gesture Mukta had also donated 
her eyes to the eyes bank. What a noble lady she was 
to show to the world that for giving donations even the 
sky is no the limit. It can pierce the sky and touch the 
heaven also! 


Three Goddesses 


"Who has inspired you the most in your life?" For 
this question Pikale pondered for a while and then 
answered enthusiastically as follows: 


“For all my success in profession, public and 
social and religious life three Devi's or Goddesses are 
responsible. While two, my Mother and my Wife are 
human beings, the third one is Mother Goddess 
Katyayani or Gowri, the consort of Lord Shiva to be 
specific, whom | worship as the Golden Goddess of 
Katyayani." Then he continues to narrate anecdote after 
anecdote which are given herebelow: 


Wife to the Fore 


Pikale's engagement with Mukta was a great 
event in the family. The word Mukta literally means a pearl 
and she really proved to be more precious than that gem. 
As destined by fate, his mother had passed away after 
the engagement and so she was not there to witness her 
dearest son tying the nuptial knot. It is a fact that she 
had groomed him in her own humble way to become great 
and he was just climbing the ladder of greatness step 
by step but she was not there when he was touching the 
stepping stone of triumph. When Pikale was starved of 
mother's love and inspiration it was the bride that provided 
him tender love from the first day of wedding. 


Intelligent House-Wife 


Mukta was an intelligent housewife. She could 
sense everything from the very beginning and so started 
building confidence and shortly she proved that all his 
feelings were unfounded as true love was always above 
everything. Soon she filled the vacuum created by the 
demise of his mother and started giving him courage, 
confidence and inspiration to come up in life. 


GODDESS OF THE HOUSEHOLD 


India is a strange country. At times nobody is 
able to understand this land of ours full of mysticism 
and beliefs. Since ages a housewife is described 
as Grihalaxmi, the Goddess Laxmi of the House and 
a very exalted position is given to her. If the wife 
is Laxmi, then husband? There is definitely a 
partiality by the sages, our wise men. The husband 
is never called Griha Nara yan, the consort of 
Godaess Laxmi! Therefore so far as the home and 
family is concerned she is supreme. Even during the 
wedding ceremony, the newly wed couple is asked 
to take seven steps called saptapadi' when the 
groom is asked to hold her hand firmly and lead her 
while taking seven steps. In one of the steps the 
groom has to assure that he will share with her all 
his ideas and thoughts including financial matters. 
This is one of the most important requirements of 
the traditional Indian wedding! 
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Very Pleasing Manners 


Mukta was a happy wife always cheerful will 
very pleasing manners. She started telling Pikale that he 
should not waste his time in serving and earning a fixed 
salary when with his experience and qualifications he 
was capable of performing greater feats by starting his. 
own practice as a Tax Advocate. 


Taking Risk 


Pikale willingly accepted the suggestion and. 
took up practice as an Advocate with admirable results, - 
thus fulfilling his mother's cherished desire also. 


When he got his first client and won his case, 
both the husband and wife felt that they were not on earth — 
but in heaven sipping ambrosia! 


Made for Each Other 


Theirs was a "made for each other couple." She 
encouraged all his activities both professional and social. 
When Pikale was concentrating on “outside the home" 
activiies she was fully attending to domestic duties. 
They were blessed with four children: Three sons and one 
daughter: Girish, Hemant, Dhanishtha and Shailesh. 
Girish, Shailesh and Danishtha are academically quali- 
fied law graduates and advocates while Hemant is a 
medical doctor. When all of them were happily married 
and became parents both Pikale and Mukta started 
tasting the amrit of joy as grandparents. It is always a 
good experience to enjoy the life as a grandparent 
instead of a parent; this is what they say. 


Like this the life continued till 1996 and 
unfortunately in 1997 after Pikale celebrated his 70th 
Birthday, the catastrophe befell on the family when his 
wife expired on 18-8-1997. Cruel death had snatched from 
Pikale, his beloved wife due to cancer but, during her 
sickness she had always put up a brave face and 
enchanting smile. She, had also attended and partici- 
pated in the 70th birthday celebration of her dear husband 
and never made anybody feel that she had been suffering 
from great pain because of her sickness. The sudden void 
caused by her death put Pikale temporarily out of his 
balance, "But Life is like that. One has to take everything 
on his stride," this is how he consoled himself and 
thereafter continued serving once again, the society and 
community with an unabated vigour. 


000 


Pikale, to perpetuate her memory donated substantial sums to institutions 

quite a few institutions and among 

ae vas ee nea poe Seman cf Teme यून i. कुलर sator Mrs 
ier É ourism & Hotel Management. In this institute, 

Shri Suresh Prabhu, Central Minister unveiled her bust. Another bust of hers stands at the Mukta Dwar 

of Shri Shirgunjeshwar Temple in Pikale's birthplace, Shirgunji. 


Then donations have also been given to GSBS Medical Trust, Saraswati Mandir Hi in its 

4 High School in its Golden 
Jubilee Year, Shantikunj Sevashram Project at Panvel, Shree Vishweshwar Jin at Antravalli Uttar 
Kanada and Lok Vishwas Pratishtan, Ponda Goa in her memory. 


VEER SAVARILAR MARO. MAHI MUMBA 400 016 INDIA. 


We thank you for donating the eyes of MRS MUKTA PIKALE to our eye bank 


We express our heartfelt condolences to the bereaved family and may God give you 
strength to bear this loss 


Enclosing a certificate in recognition of your invaluable donation 


Yours sincerely, 


N 


€ 
DR. Na “A AGARWAL 
CONSULTANT OPHTHALMIC SURGEON 


Show is on ... 


"The show must be on," so goes an English saying. By the time of demise of his beloved wife he had 
belonged to the society has a whole. Why society? The whole world is his family and all are his brothers 
and sisters. He has become the patriarch of not only Pikale family but also of the Saraswat Samaj as a 
whole spread from Kashmir to Kanyakumari and Kutch to Kolkata. 


603, Arun Chambers, 6th Floor, 
Tardeo Road, Mumbai 400034. | 
Tel.: 24942244 / 24942248 n: 
Fax: 91-22-24938049 


20th June, 1997 


A Father Is A Source Of Strength, 
A Teacher And A Guide. | 
The One His Family Looks Up To, | 
With Loving Trust And Pride. | 
A Father Is A Helper, 
With A Willing Hand To Lend. | 
A Partner, An Advisor, | 
And The Finest Kind Of Friend. 


A Father Holds His Family Close, 
With Warm Concerns And Care. 
With Loving Understsanding, 

And By Always Being There. 

A Father Shares His Special Love, 
Each Day His Whole Life Through. 


A Father Gives So Very Much ...... 
if He's A Father Like You ! 


Your Loving Sons, 
ROY 
Hemant 
AA 


|. Mt is a fitting tribute to a truly noble 
e soul, I have known your father over 


Pre eo + 
him in the course of my 
Bes ur professional practice And I am glad 
me ® Sls that his sons have joined his Firm 
M E Please convey to your father 
my best wishes for a very long and happy 
life spent in the warmth and comfort of his 
With every good wish, 


Yours sincerely, 


wane Aime A. Palkhivala 


Mr. G. S. Pikale, 
Advocate, High Court, 
Mumbai, 


एका बुद्धिवंताचा विश्वास 


एस. व्ही. पिकळे ६०३, अरुण चेंबर्स, सहावा गाळा, 
बी. ए. एल. एल. बी. ताडदेव रोड, ताडदेव, मुंबई ४०० ०३४ 
asale, सुप्रिम कोर्ट टेली : ४९४२२४४ / ४९४२२४८ 
फक्स : ९१-२२-४९२३८०४९ 


दि. : ०४-१२-२००० 


आदरणीय 
श्री. दिगंबर कामथ यास, 


गोवा राज्याचे वीज व शहरीविकास खात्याचे कॅबिनेट मंत्री म्हणून कामाचा ताबा घेतल्याबद्दल 
तुमचे मनापासून अभिनंदन करताना मला आनंद होत आहे. 


तुमची बुद्धिमत्ता व गाठीशी असलेला विविधांगी अनुभव याच्या बळावर वीज व शहरीविकास 
क्षेत्रांना गोवा राज्याच्या दृष्टीने मूलगामी आर्थिक बदल घडवून आणाल आणि आपल्या नव्या जबाबदार्‍या 
पार पाडताना खास करुन गोवा राज्याला व एकंदरीत गोव्यातील लोकांना पुरेपुर न्याय द्याल असा 
मला विश्वास वाटतो. माझ्या वतीने तसेच समविचारी लोकांच्या वतीने मी पुन्हा एकदा तुमचे अभिनंदन 
करतो आणि तुम्हाला निरंतर आरोग्य लाभावे अशी परमेश्षरापाशी we करतो व तुमच्या कार्यात 
सुयश चिंततो. 


कळावे 


प्रती, 

श्री. दिगंबर कामत 

वीज व नगरविकास खाते 
गोवा सरकार, पणजी 
MA ४०३ ४०१ 
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CHIEF MINISTER 
GOA 


D.O.No.CM/Greetings/2002/ t5, June 29, 2002. 
Dear Shri Pikale, 


I acknowledge with thanks your letter dated 3" June, 2002 of 
congratulations on my victory and assuming office again as Chief Minister 
of Goa. 

I look forward to your suggestions in helping me in development of 
this beautiful State. 


Regards, 
Yours sincerely, 
Bos lka. 
(Manohar Parrikar) 
To 
Shri S. V. Pikale, 


Advocate Supreme Court, 

605, Arun Chambers, 6? Floor, 
Tardeo Road, 

Tardeo, ` 

Mumbai 400 054 


No. Min- Rus a ~ 
EN Government of als lea OR. 
ri Office of the Minister for 
z z Power, Urban Development and 


Wwe ines, 
५८४८८ dius - Panaji. 
Dated : "d 6 low | 
Tel. Nos. 


Panaji (Office) : 224845 
Margao (Res.) : 730432 


Dear ^. Pikale, 


Thank you for your best wishes sent 
on my success in the Election. 


I am sure that your wishes will 
certainly encourage me to work for the 
development “of Goa State to make it a 
model State in the Country. 


With regards. 
Yours Sincerely, 


| Jfauel : 


( Digamber Kamat ) 
Minister for Power. 
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This Roll of Honour is bestowed by 


His Holiness Swamiji The Chief 
Pontiff of Samsthan Gokarna 
Parthagali Jeevotham Mutt, 
having their abode at Parthagali, (Goa), 
on this 15th day of November, 1998 at Mumbai 


cun Shantaram Venkatrao Pikale, | 
MUMBAI 

For the distinguished services rendered to the Society at 
large and Saraswat community in particular and also in 
recognition of his attaining high standards of professional 
excellence and eminent position in the society and for other 
meritorious work, done in various fields for the welfare 
of the community. 


With Blessings, 

Setter Af rag Sta स्वामी 
HH. Shreemat Vidyadhiraj Teerth Shreepada 
Vadera Swami 


Mumbai 
Dated : 15-11-1998 
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M All india Saraswat Cultural Organisation 
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Their Holinesses at ‘The First Vishwa Saraswat Sammelan, Mangalore 
on this 16th day of December, 1999 


1124 4]6, shri shantaram Venkatrao Pikale aaor 


For the distinguished services rendered to the Society at large 
-and Saraswat community in particular and also in recognition. 
-of his/her attaining high standards of professional excellence 
and eminent position in the society and for other meritorious 


work done for the welfare of the community 
With Blessings, 
h (joke : 
nk QUAM Aarie? ECA शा 
on aa Teerth Svamij | d i Swami) R r m q Sadyojat I: Swami) 


All India Saraswat Cultural Organisation (AISCO) 
All India Saraswat Foundation, Mumbai. aA 


G.S.B. Seva Mandal 


Sion, Mumbai 


CITATION 
On the conferment of 


Sri Sudhindra Puraskar 


Shri Shantaram Venkatrao Pikale is a 
selfmade man. He is well known Advocate for 
Income-tax and other allied matters. He has been 
the President of All India Saraswat Cultural 
Organisation for the past nearly 25 years. A very 
humble and modest man, he has brought about 
lot of enlightenment amongst all the Saraswats 
in India. G.S.B. Seva Mandal is proud that his 
Firm has been auditing their accounts for the last 
several years. 


bs Mumbai : 20th October, 2000 
A E: 
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H.H.SHRIMAD SUDHINDRA THIRTHA SWAMI 
SHREE KASHI MATH SAMSTHAN, VARANASI 


C Kathi Mole ar D, - ६ 
4 Camp: Sri Vyasashram 
Haripur Marg, Post: 
Sadhubela 


i Ml ELIO e Haridwar-249410 ) 
Ref. > Date..7R.2.:...3... 99 


SL S.V 8८6८ Prrmioleuwk, pst 
Saura Bromrat& fammekon , 
i १६७ AA oe PME eam ; 
Aspa fre gue st hey patio A 
17-399 Mal Ug date Re 
06/02/0202 22. oc. pue die) 
we he ao Ate /& NL 5 
Wee Larme kawy, be emoueten 
gw Pakes be P feti. IST 72.» 1999 
ke (g-/2-1929. aD 


H.H.SHRIMAD SUDHINDRA THIRTHA SWAMI 
SHREE KASHI MATH SAMSTHAN, VARANASI 


bs Er M Camp: Sri Vyasashram 
Haripur Marg, Post: 


Lol Lycee k han Thy OWL sadhubela 


Haridwar-249410 y 


Why bu ect fl fog — Bleue Ee 
ili. Ue ee ore hat e oem 
P barge 0 AA Anne SE Sarafu Ie 


H.H.SHRIMAD SUDHINDRA THIRTHA SWAMI 
SHREE KASHI MATH SAMSTHAN, VARANASI 


bueltan AP olea, rakhi 
dou se yasashram 
TOFA 4. eee "e Post: 
aridwar-249410 
Ret. Year 7८८८८ SANE TD vate. 0..९:.99 
Aik Coe asc & de enit Sa S.V. Paheke, 
Mad Marne D -te ~ Hie wor 4 
Bes ate AAA . P Dari Lyn Aer 
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H.H.SHRIMAD SUDHINDRA THIRTHA SWAMI 
SHREE KASHI MATH SAMSTHAN, VARANASI 


C 2 S5 h 
od pani pate. LL es 
OX & nw ae ce. CAM. r-249410 


bebo Khir ae 2022202007 
Benson 
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पहामरादिपतिष्ठापनाचायै सकलसुरयुकुटमणिनीराजित दिग्यश्री- 
भवानीशङ्करपादारबिन्दाराधक श्रीमदात्मानन्दसरस्वती करकपलसं नात 
श्रीमतूणानन्दसरस्वत्यनुगृहित श्रीमत्सचिदानन्द सरस्वती श्रीपादैः 


अस्मदत्यन्तप्रेमा त्यदीभूत श्रीमदुमारमणचरशारविन्द्‌ भकितिपरयण faa’ 
dS Se ER 
भ्रिवाविशनित णबमान्य wa), SS at खर ax 
क क २ ck oe 2 4 
Herta, Ha XR Way Wana fue 
——- oo 
ul Gene EAR TE 4At (Say Winga 
dan Kiah आळु पाण्ण्यवि-२ A ELE 
कुशलिनः un भवदि यानामनामयत्यमनुदिनगेधमानमा amit t fg — MS = 


CERCA Sara Say eps tà. 

XE ENÁ, es aa Soret Ba 
Sonat sra ea RC Nu 
Es a MSs REUS EVE a 


collo EE a EM EM n. I 
MST, Sine Strail. SH 60 Al 
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WSS a ERIS SHS 
BNSF, twa SEA! ज्तठळे TEDL— 

"क्ति art ae aa eee 
NE प्राम कोष Seta पिडित 
PRT AALS NAIL जम्प „ 
DAL SER 7/7 


Form. E/11 A. 
RPDS BIFFY 


Shreemat Paramahansa Parivrajakacharyavarya'Padavakya Pramaan 
Paravasr Pareena Yamaniyamadyashtang Yoga Sampanna 
Shreemadvaishnava — Siddhantha Pratishtapamecharya Varya 
Shreemat Sakala Suranikara Mukutmaniranjita Divya 
G Shree Ramadev Veervithal Charan Kamala Santatanuradhak 
> ^ Shree Samsthan Gokarna — Partagali jeevottam Mathadhisha 
; Shreemat Kamalanath Teerth Shreepada Vader Karakamalasanjaat 


iy Shreemad Dwarakanath Teertha Shreepad Vader Vara Kumarska 
Secs Shreemad — Vidyadhiraj — Teertha — Shreepad Vader Swamibihi 


TO OUR MOST BELOVED DESCIPLE S. V. Pikale, Mumbai. ACC s 
BLESSINGS WITH SHREEMANNARAYANASMARANAM 


We are in receipt of your Vinanti-Patra dated 31st March, 
1999, sent on behalf of the Organising Committee of First 
Vishwa Saraswat Sammelan, 


हि क क क हि के क वहे GR ZB 


We have known for years your efforts to unite the Saraswat 
Community, fragmented by geography, history and sampradayas. 
There was always a need to revive and strengthen the bonds that 
unite our enlightened, resourceful and ancient community, Se 
has withstood the vicissitudes of times and zealously preserved s 
its cultural identity with the unfailing inspiration from Kula- $ 
devatas and Gurupeethas, in which the conmunity has unfainching 

This faith has remained backbone of the community 


$ faith. 

र while facing the external onslaughts. Now when the changing 
* 

P 

ad 

$ 


FREED 


की क हे जे 


circumstances are threatening to erode this faith from within, 
under undesirable influences from all directions, the need to 
strengthen the Saraswat unity with the help of the age old valu 
and faiths is paramount, You are moving in the right direction 


PEARS 


and We are confidant that you will attain your noble objective 
of Seraswat Unity for mutual and universal welfare through 


sustained efforts. 


We send our blessings for the success of this movement, 


with prayers’ at the feet of Shree Veer Vittal, 


Camp:- Sri MathPartagali, 
Date: 3-4-1999. 
2847 FRENDS -चेज कुष्ण qa 
RTA aa AGH 
%$$%४%&%-%%%%%$ ७९७७४ क$ "१0२ $$.” ADEE 


ह $$ ह कक ह री FS क वि 


SHRI CHITRAPUR MATH 
SHIRALI (U. K. DIST.) 
581 354, KARNATAKA 
INDIA 

© (08385) 66468 - 


MESSAGE 


We have been briefed by Shri S. V. Pikale and Shri Basti 
Vaman Shenoy about the first Vishwa Saraswat Sammelan which 
is proposed to be held in Mangalore in December 99 and will 
bring together Saraswats of all denominations spread the world 
over, for better interaction and understanding. 


The Saraswat Samaj lived on the banks of the lost river 
Saraswati and the disappearance of this river led to mass 
migrations to various parts of the country, giving rise to 
smaller denominations and  back-grounds. Subsequent historical 
occurances &  onslaughts resulted in the further fragmentation 
and the moving apart of the different denominations. 
Nevertheless the Samaj, with its rich heritage of culture and 
traditions of Vedic practices, has preserved its cultural 
identity. This has been made possible by the Community Temples 
and Maths which have provided the base for such social 
interaction. 


We are happy to note that the All-India Saraswat Founda- 
-tion is: now organising the Vishwa Saraswat Sammelan: to hasten 
the process of the cultural integration of the Saraswat 
identity. | We offer our prayers at the Lotus feet of Lord 
Bhavanishankar for the success of the Sammelan and send our 
blessings to all its Organisers and participants. 


(Swami Sadyojat Shankarashrama) 


Vishwa Saraswat Sammelan 


Inauguration by 
H H Shri Kashi Mathadhish 


Inauguration of Business Session 
by Central Minister Shri Suresh Prabhu 


Saraswat Senapaty S.V. Pikale 
worshipping Shri Saraswat Muni 


Honour to speaker Pikale 
by Shri K. K. Pai 


Honouring Saraswat Sardar 
Shri Basti Waman Shenoy 


And finally honour to 
President S V Pikale 


€ " ^ - 
Salutations to H 


Sanmanpatra Salutation to H H Shri Kavale Math Swamiji 


Sanmanpatra Salutation to H H Shri Gokarn Partagali Math Swamiji 


wn “हक 
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Sanmanpatra Salutation to H H Shri Chitrapur Math Swamiji 


On the occasion of Golden Jubilee of 
Sanyas Deeksha of H H Shri Kavale Math 
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Pikale presenting the book ‘ Shri Goudapadacharya & Shri Kavale Math’ 


IRAVUURKAI JOR 
7-5-2001 
HARIGR AM-PANNEL 


H H Swamiji releasing the book on the occasion 


All India Saraswat Cultural Organisation & § 
All India Saraswat Foundation 


4 Ashwamedh", 10 Botanwala Bldg., Sitala Devi Temple Road, Mahim, Mumbai 400016. Tel. 4453620. Visit us at: www.aisco.org : 


w 


अ 
॥ श्री गुरुभ्यो नमः | 


In the name of Universal values for which Hindu Dharma stands and re-affirming 


our faith in Kuladevatas and Kulagurus, we are grateful to our Revered Swamijis 
of Shree Kashi Math, Shree Kavale Math, Shree Gokarn Partagali Math and Shree 
Chitrapur Math for coming together on one platform to bless the Saraswat 
Congregation in AISCO's Inaugural Conference held at Mumbai in 1972, in the 
2nd Conference held at Mangalore in 1973, in the 3rd Conference held at Cochin 
in 1974, in the 4th & 5th Conference held at Delhi in 1975 and 1978 and also at 
the Vishwa Saraswat Sammelan, held at Mangalore in 1999. 


During the 5th Conference in 1978 a branch of Shree Kavale Math was opened in 
the country's capital where all the four Mathadhipaties stayed in the same Math, 
together with their Aradhyadevatas. 


This and much more has created country wide awareness among Saraswats of 


all denominations and fellowship of Devotees. 


In grateful recognition of this missionary zeal in unifying our Samaj, we dedicate 


this Sanmanpatra most reverentially to 


H. H. Shreemad Sudhindra Teerth Swamiji 
of Shree Kashi Math Samsthan 


Vaishakha Poornima For and on behalf of AISCO and AISF 


Monday 7th May, 2001. 
S. V. Pikale 


- President. 


Similar Sanmanpatras were given to other Swamijis 
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All India Konkani Parishad 1997 
Pikale addressing the gathering 


Pikale, J.B.Moraes, Fr. Casmiro D'mello 
N.S. Rao, R.H. Mendonca IPS (Retd.) 
S.F.X. Pereira,J.B. Sequeira 
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President S V Pikale felicitating 
Shri R. H. Mendonca, IPS 
on 9th Konkani Recognition Day 2001 


Konkani Bhasha Mandal 
Diamond Jubilee 2002 

with Albert D’souza, 
Bishop Percival Fernandez, 
Chief Guest P N Shanbhag 


& others. l 
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S V Pikale receiving a memento from 
Chief Guest P N Shanbhag 


Pikale & Goa CM Shri Manohar Parikar 


Pikale congratulating Manohar Parikar ag 
on his being elected as Goa CM 


S V Pikale along with 
Goa State Minister for Power 
Digamber Kamat 
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Encouragement to Arts - Pikale felicitating Asha Bhosale 


} 


Shri M V Kamath, M D ICICI Bank inaugurating ‘Saraswat Rajani’ 


New Home at Goa - Inauguration 


Pikale performing Pooja on 
Inauguration Day - Datta Jayanti 
(30th Dec.,2001) 


Aarti to 
H H Shri Kavale Math Swamijies 


Folk Dance performers 


Vishal - eldest grandchild 
cutting his birthday cake 


(Below) 
Graduation ceremony of Gauri Pikale 
from Sr.KG to 1st Std. 


(Above) Little Gauri dressed up for 
first ever stage performance at the age of 5! 


“Little Singers Club’ at Pikale's residence 
during Ganesh Chaturthi 


At Balaji Temples at Los Angeles Mahavir Nature Club, Pikalewadi 


Remembering Late Smt. Mukta S. Pikale 


Shri Suresh Prabhu, Central Minister, at the inauguration 
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Dedication of Golden Saibeen Shri Katyayani at Aversa Temple 
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jess of Golden Heart making an offering while dedicating Golden Saibeen at Aversa 
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SHAKTHINAGAR D. K. 
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HELP TO KEEP THIS BOOK 
FRESH & CLEAN 
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=~ AUTHORS OF THE BOOK 
een e Prof. (Dr.) G.V.Kulkarni 
um @ Deepak Rao Moodbidri 
aum >> ७ Mahabaleshwar Morje 
= @ Jagdish Wagh 

<< ७ Laxmidas Borkar 

E e J.B. Moraes 

A e K.G.Mallya 


m ७ Smt. Durga J. Wagh 


> EDITOR OF THE BOOK 


— e K. G. Mallya 


PRESENTED AS 3^ 

A TOKEN OF THEIR WARM TRIBUTE ~ 
TO v 

SHRI SHANTARAM VENKATRAO PIKALE 

ON HIS ENTRY INTO THE SOTH YEAR 
1M DEEP APPRECIATION OF 
HIS DISTINGUISHED WORK AND 
ACHIEVEMENTS IN THE FIELD OF 
EDUCATIONAL, INDUSTRIAL, 
RELIGIOUS AND SOCIAL SERVICES 

AT THE SACRED HANDS OF HIS 


HOLINESS SHRIMAD SUDHINDRA 
TEERTHA SWAIALII OF SHREE KASHI 


MATH SAUSTHAN ON TUESDAY, 
THE 26TH DAY OF JANUARY, 1988 
REPUBLIC DAY. 
ALL INDIA SARASWAT FOUNDATION 1 
| ALL INDIA SARASWAT CULTURAL ORGANISATION, | 
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